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INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB STRATEGY FOR THE 80'S TO EMPHASIZE POLITICAL ACTION, ISLAMIC VALUES 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-‘ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 24 Feb 80 pp 20-22 


[Interview with General al-Shadhili al-Qalibi, Arab League secretary 
general, conducted by Amin Ma‘ luf] 


[Text] The secretary general of the Arab League stands apart from all 
other Arab officials in at least one respect: he alone is capable, if 
he wants to, of talking of a comprehensive Arab strategy, without being 
blinded by the circumstances of the state to which he belongs. 


"In the Fifties and Sixties, the Arab ranks were fragmented. The basic 
reason was the Arab scene's domination by a single personality, which 
led to a turning inward by many nations and regimes and to the feeling 
that unity of word did not benefit the entire Arab nation. In the 
Seventies, a kind of balance occurred among the regimes in general, al- 
though some countries continued to have more weight in the balance. This 
equilibrium encouraged the spread of confidence among the Arab nations, 
as a result of which the Arab ranks became more cohesive. This became 
tangible at the Baghdad and Tunis summits, even though Egypt had left 
the ranks. That cohesiveness was embodied in the 1973 war." 


Mr al-Shadhili al-Qalibi speaks optimistically of what the Arabs achieved 
in the Seventies and what they can achieve in the Eighties. It is true 
that he is sitting in a temporary office in a temporary building in the 
temporary Arab capital, Tunis, but he feels that there is, in the new 
beginning for the Arab League of which he is the secretary general, an 
opportunity to build a more rational, dynamic Arab action. In Lebanon, 
the Arab League demonstrated for the first time that it was capable of 
showing a youthful approach and playing a dynamic role in reconciling 
viewpoints and facilitating a solution. 


The word which recurs often among the league's new officials is "serious- 
ness," sometimes as a fact and many times as a goal. In their opinion, 


seriousness, according to which they want to act, can exist only as an 
expression of the increasing seriousness of Arab conduct towards Arab 
causes. 








Al-Qalibi says, "In the Seventies the Arab states' opposition to Israel 
became more serious than ever before. In the Sixties, the Arab states 
were unable to effectively confront it, although the slogans were more 
obvious and violent, as a way of making up for shortcomings. But in the 
Seventies, the Arab capabilities became firmer on all levels--economic, 
social and military. Therefore, sloganeering diminished, and the logic 
of work, positivism and avoidance of futile verbal insults prevailed over 
the Ave» mentality, as did the logic of relying on what the states were 
actual., doing, whether in the economic sphere (petroleum), or in the 
political sphere by t'ie Arab states and the PLO, or in the military 
sphere by strengthening equipment and armies. This became apparent 
during the 1973 war, which was a surprise for all observers throughout 
the world, and perhaps even for the Russians themselves, who were train- 
ing the Egyptian army. I believe that what was said at the time about 
the Egyptian army can be said to hold even more for the Syrian army to- 
day, and for the iraqi army and all other Arab armies which have become 
more capable of reacting when necessary." 


The Political Weapon 


In al-Qalibi's opinion, the Arab forces' improvement in all these fields 
has made the Arabs more self-confident, and therefore more willing to use 
the political weapon. 


"In the Sixties and before, the Arabs were unable to use the political 
weapon, because they considered it--rightly so--to be the weapon of weak- 
ness. Now, they have come to feel that their position is stronger and 
that therefore they are more capable of political activity from a position 
of strength. This became completely clear in Baghdad and especially at the 
Tunis summit where it was resolved to undertake worldwide comprehensive 
action in Africa, North and South America, and Western Europe. There is 
no doubt that this transformation, on which the Arab states and the PLO 
began to rely, is very important; the international political victories 
which the PLO has achieved for the last 2 or 3 years in various inter- 
national organizatic.s and an inconsiderable number of European and non- 
European states where Abu'Ammar was received the same as a head of state 
are enough to prove this. Similarly, the Arab states and the League, 
after its move to Tunisia, commended this political activity, which has 
now become, in the eyes of kings and presidents, no less important than 
other comparable action. This political action is not a substitute for 
other activity, but an accompaniment for it. By other action, we mean the 
preparation of a comprehensive Arab strategy for building up a firm force. 
By comprehensive, we mean that it will cover all spheres--economic, cul- 
tural, informational and military. This force ought to be firm. Arab 
might in the past was imported--we import equipment instead of making it, 
and thus we remain tied to the outside world, even for spare parts. Whereas 
the Baghdad and Tunis summits called for creating a firm Arab force, 
which will be achieved only through comprehensive development of all parts 











of the Arab nation, so that the self-created force can be firmly rooted 
in the Arab nation, not subject to other countries in essential matters. 


"Therefore, the league will play a basic role in economic and military 
development on the one hand, and worldwide political activity on the 
other hand. While the league expresses the views of those who reject 
President Anwar al-Sadat's initiatives, it is not prepared to give the 
Egyptian president the opportunity to talk alone, without the rest of the 
Arabs, to American public opinion and to the West in general. 


"There ought to be openness to the Third World, and primarily the Islamic 
world, as well as to the West. We cannot change the regional situation 
without changing the United State's attitude of firm attachment to Israel 
by making American public opinion understand that America's interests might 
often be different from Israeli interests. This is what the republican 
candidate for the United States presidency, John Connally, called for. 

Our strategy does not rely on America--we consider it merely one possible 
support among many. The primary, most important support remains firm, 
self-established strength: the strength of construction, production, and 
development--the strength to react." 


Al-Sadat's Method 


[Question] President al-Sadat is speaking to the Americans in a language 
they understand, and he is capable of convincing them. Do the other Arabs 
have a similar ability to convince the Americans? 


[Answer] The important thing here is not just the language or the logic; 
the important thing is the goal. As forthe means, it is a way of achieving 
the ends. We can say that the method followed by al-Sadat was successful 
with respect to American public opinion, but where did it end up? It 
ended with completely negative results. Many Arab states had called for 
this method before, but as a means to the ends on which all the Arabs 

had agreed--regaining occupied Arab territory and enabling the Palestinian 
people to achieve their established national rights. These ends are the 
ones for the attainment of which we ought to use the tactics and contro- 
versial methods which the West understands. 


This issue is very important to al-Qalibi, for he feels that there is a 
need for more freedom of action, on the level of political and informa- 
tional tactics. But he is playing his part in shifting the Arab commun- 
ity's view of the West, and in confronting the informational and political 
activity of Cairo as well as Tel Aviv. As for his being criticized for 
disregarding official Arab statements, well, he will never be able to be 
convinced of them. 


"When I was in Paris 2 months ago, I was asked my opinion of al-Sadat's 
initiative. Unluckily, it was because of a misunderstanding of what I had 











said in some Arab circles. I spoke in a hall jam-packed with Western 
journalists, most of whom supported Israel, in other words, supported 
al-Sadat's policy. If I had said early in my reply to them that al- 
Sadat's initiative was a negative one, tantamount to a betrayal, as we 
say among ourselves and as we tell the public in Tunis, Baghdad or 
Nouakchott, the results would have been negative for me personally, and 
for the Arab League and the Arab policy it is »romoting. Therefore, I 
told the journalists, ‘It is true that al-Sau.. s initiative had posi- 
tive repercussions in world public opinion, and dazzled many observers 
who considered it a courageous step. But the crucial point is not the 
means but the ends. Politicians should consider the results they will 
arrive at, and not just the intentions.'" 


He went on, "In evaluating our policy and defending our stand, we muct 

take into consideration the opposite party, understand his mentality, and 
look for some way which will enable us to influence h If we speak to 

a foreigner the way we speak to an Arab who believes in (s cause, we get 
all worked up and miss the purpose entirely. We must er -e the foreigners 
who speak with us so as to shift them from loyalty to a -! dat sad Israel 
to viewing the Arab attitudes with a ce.tain amount of obj ct'vity. This 
objectivity is enough for us, because the Arab stands are just and are 
based on sound moral values." 


The Positive and Negative Aspects of the Seventies 


(Question) All the aforegoing falls into the category of positive points 
and optimism. What about the negative aspects? 


[Answer] In speaking of negative aspects, permit me to make two positive 
points. The Seventies revealed two basic things to the Arabs. The first 
is that it was possible to stand up to [srael and aspire to victory, after 
its having become almost self-evident that there was no way to overcome 
the Israeli army, even if all the Arab armies got together. The second 
thing which was revealed by the Seventies was that the Arabs had economic 
strength which could be turned into political strength--petroleum, the 
world's need for which as a source of energy and an indispensible raw 
material is increasing. 


Perhaps the most negative aspect of the Seventies arose from the way we 
exploited these two points. Previously, the Arabs had become more confi- 
dent that it was not impossible to overcome Israel. But, instead of deriv- 
ing all the positive factors from that, in order to obtain as many Arab 
rights as possible, we saw the Egyptian regime lead its people into an 
Israeli peace, make consecutive concessions, and grant Israel full peace 

of mind on the southern front. As for oil, we still need to fully evalu- 
ate the situation so that we can adopt a unified stand, or coordinated 
stand, with respect to conserving this nonrenewable resources, as well as 
economically and politically exploiting it in the long run. 








When we speak of the negative aspects, we must refer to what has been 
going on in Lebanon for years--the painful incidents which threaten 
national cohesion in a country which had been considered a unique model 

of a religious harmony. Israel wanted to tear apart this harmony in 

order to get a pretext for saying that a society containing diverse groups 
and religions will not last long in the Middle East. 


We believe that the Arab Maghreb is safe from these convulsions, espe- 
cially since border problems between its various countries have been 
settled. But the Sahara issue, which arose a few years ago, is arousing 
uneasiness. We want to appeal for uniting all efforts to establish har- 
mony in the region. 


Arab Human Rights 


[Question] Whenever Arab officials speak of our region's circumstances 
and problems, its positive aspects and the negative ones, there is one 
perpetually absent topic: Where are Arab human rights? 


[Answer] Arab human rights are linked to the degree of development of 

the Arab world. Without making this answer seem irresponsible or evasive, 
I believe that circumstances are completely different between the Arab 
nation and other international communities, especially with respect to 
development. Without denying the humane concept of human rights, I feel 
that we don't need to import ideas in this field as well. We have our own 
deep-rooted values derived from our culture and civilization. We are not 
a group of people without any civilization or values. We have a heritage, 
civilization, and values inherent in this civilization, which live in this 
heritage and in o.rselves. Why don't we go back to these values and ask 
ourselves to respect them? We are always looking at what is going on in 
other spheres and demanding its importation. We ought to stop this indis- 
criminant importation, and reduce it as much as possible, so that we can 
revive the blessed Arab tree which is neither Western nor Eastern, so that 
it can be firmly planted in Arab soil. I believe that through development, 
raising the standard of living, and spreading education and culture, we can 
solve many of our social and economic problems. 


[Question] Then does our heritage contain anything suitable as a basis 
for insuring individual freedoms? 


[Answer] I believe that Islamic civilization has much that will lend it- 
self to reviving existing societies. Many times we turn to other socie- 
ties, whether Western or communist, to acquire human or philosophical 
values or principles. If only we would look closely at our Islamic values, 
we would find things in them which would meet the needs of modern society. 
Inasmuch as your question was direct and I ought to answer it directly, I 
can say that there are three or four such values worth reviving and adopt- 
ing as pillars of the modern Islamic society. One is hard work and effort. 
The first thing our Islamic society is built on is the call for hard work 














and effort, and the avoidance of laziness and sluggishness. Then there 

is our fundamental value, the one which we ought to place firsat--ijtihad 
(independent interpretation]. Many times independent interpretation of 
legal opinions and jurieprudence ie reatricted among some people who take 

4 narrow view of things, whereas in Ielam ijtihad is an appeal for man to 
be independent in judging all of his circumstances and deeds, i.e. apply 
intellect and deliberation in all matters, and that he refrain from taqlid 
[strict adherence to tradition), which Islam calle for only in religious 
observances. It is a human characteristic that, apart from religious 
observances, he interprets things for himself, because the thing which 
distinguiehes man from the animale is his intellect, with which he is 

the successor of God in His land. It is unfortunate that ijtihad has be- 
come repudiated in most Islamic societies, and that taqlid, which has led 

to inertia and petrification, has taken ite place. Then there is our great- 
est value--equality. Many people suppose that Western Europe taught us 
equality and eliminated slavery, whereas equality is a fundamental point 

in the philosophy of Islamic society. We call for equality among black, 
white and yellow, with no discrimination among them except on the basis 

of strength. Strength here has a broad meaning--one man's surpassing his 
brother in vision, intellect and disposition. Social justice and solidarity 
are the most important characteristics of Islamic society; that is to say, 
resources ought to be distributed justly according to the ability and 
efforts of each individual, but the society must help the poor and the weak. 
If we built society on these bases--this is in response to your question 
about human rights--all these rights would be fulfilled, by virtue of these 
values which we have mentioned, especially ijtihad, which in Islam is con- 
sidered not jvst a human right but a human duty. 


[Question] The discussion of human rights automatically leads us to 
Lebanon. 


[Answer] I have had almost daily contacts with Hammadi al-Sayyid, the 
League's representative on the follow-up committee. In brief, we must 
apply the resolutions of the 10th summit. We don't have some resolutions 
which are public and uthers which are secret. The resolutions are common 
knowledge, and can be summarized as the need to create circumstances which 
will enable the Lebanese state to perform its duties in a manner which will 
come closer and closer to the desired situation, as well as insuring the 
conditions under which the PLO will be able to continue assuming its his- 
toric responsibilities, which are not just Palestinian but are also Arab 
and which, for this reason, fall to the entire Arab nation. 

[Question] Is one of the activities of the committee a partial withdrawal 
from the south? 


{[Anewer] That was not mentioned. The Tunis resolutions do not call for 
any withdrawal prior to the regulation of Lebanese-Palestinian relations. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PDRY, YAR MOVE CAUTLOUSLY TOWARD UNITY 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 29 Feb 80 p 22 
{Article: “Aden Conference Signals San'a's Firet Step Toward Moscow") 


[Text] Before the joint military committee began ite recent meetings in 
Aden, there were rumors in San'a' that ‘Abdallah al-Asnaj, the president's 
political adviser, had been spying on President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih and 
leaking information on his contacts with South Yemen leaders to external 
sources. 


One theory regarding the leaded information was that it was done with the 
knowledge and approval of President ‘Ali Salih who, according to this theory, 
wanted to show that he was sincere in his desire to unify the security and 
armed forces of the two countries. This maneuver, according to the theory, 
was designed to gain credibility from the fact that its hero, ‘Abdallah al- 
Asnaj, was viewed as a foremost enemy of South Yemen, who had fled his 
country for political reasons to take refuge in San‘a’. 


"Abdallah al-Asnaj's role was seen as being identical to that of the leader 
of the National Democratic Front (NDF) Ahmad ‘Umar, who had fled to Aden 
to lead the opposition against North Yemen. / 


The NDF leader had already announced that he had reached an agreement with 
the San'a' leaders, providing for the creation of a national assembly and for 
pardoning all political refugees inside and outside the country. The impli- 
cations of all these moves is that North Yemen had begun to change its in- 
ternational, Arab and local alliances, and had embarked on a new policy aimed 
at reconciling the two countries, often described as the two Germanys of the 
Arab world. 


Although the military meetings were held in a political atmosphere, one 
conducive to the creation of a government of reconciliation, whose task would 
be to draft a permanent constitution and prepare for general elections, the 
notoriety attributed to al-Asnaj's role cannot possibly be the sole political 
justification for unifying the two countries and their armies. It must be 











remembered, however, that prior to President al-Hamadi's murder, the two 
countries had officially announced their intention to unice, only to draw 
apart to the point of complete isolation. 


This wae followed by a second, secret attempt at unity by Presidents Salim 
Rabi' and al-Ghushaymi, culminating in their twin murders. 


The ensuing violent dispute led to an escalation of armed resistance in 
North Yemen. ‘Adeni forces, joined by YAR resistance elements, later crossed 
the border to begin a war of liberation. 


The Arab countries intervened and imposed a ceasefire on 1 March 1979. 


Through the intervention of Kuwait, the two co'ntries reconciled and promised 
to expedite unity. The world press described tuo Yemens as the great 
love-hate countries, they were depicted as the » in characters of Tenessee 
Williams’ play “A Streetcar Named Desire." 


Relations between them continued to swing like a pendulum, but never ceased 
altogether. 


Arab capitals are now curious about the implications of last Wednesday's 
joint announcement and the manner in which the two Yemens propose to imple- 
ment it. There is some concern that the new rapprochement may lead to a 
political or military eruption in one or, possibly, both countries. 


Observers are convinced that Aden is more determined to achieve unity, by 
force if need be. They cite Aden's military incursion, nearly a year ago, 
as evidence. 


Washington's concern over che possibility of the collapse of North Yemen's 
government led to a quick and massive infusion of $500 million worth of 
modern American militasy weapons, financed by Saudi Arabia. The weapons 
included F-5 fighter planes and M-60 tanks. Instead of egging her partner 
on to fight San'a', Moscow concluded a large deal with Aden, including 
T-55 tanks and the dispatch of Soviet MiG 21 experts. 


The present unity moves appear to inaugurate a new era of cooperation, one 
based on equality and military parity. The seven divisions of South Yemen's 
army, however, hold the edge over their North Yemen's army. The advantage 
is attributed to military aid frm the Warsaw Pact, and the presence of Soviet 
planes in Aden and Hadramut airbases, within a short distance of the Arabian 
peninsula's two most strategic points, Bab al-Mandeb and the Hormuz Strait. 








Obeervers believe that President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih has begun to mend re- 
lations with Moscow and to restore them to their post revolution level, i.e., 
the time when the Soviet Union held greater political leverage in terms of 
military and economic aid. That period of friendship lasted for 10 years 
before San'a' became the West Berlin of the Arab world in the wake of Aden's 
strong and unmistakable tilt toward Moscow. ic appears this time that ‘Abd 
al-Fattah Iemai'l is responsible for President ‘Ali Salih's move away from 
the Western Camp. His ploy is not to threaten military action, which could 
invite big power intervention as happened in the past, or upset neighboring 
Arab countries such as Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Iraq. The new strategy is 
based on encouragement and letting North Yemen fullow its own momentum, 
rather than pushing it. The first sign that this strategy is succeeding is 
that North Yemen's president has approved all scholarships offered to Yemeni 
students by Moscow's military colleges and universities. He has also agreed, 
in principle, to grant amnesty to all political opponents, many of whom 

will represent Aden's interest in North Yemen's political parties, institu- 
tions and government. 


President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih's response to those apprehensive about the 
new cooperation is that he is confident of himself and knows what he is 
doing. 


There are those who claim that San'a's new policy is neither spontaneous 
nor innocent, but rather is the reult of constant pressure by certain pro- 
minent individuals in cooperation with partisan ministers. All are certain 
that this leap to the left is bound to arouse concern in the U.S. and the 
oil producing Arab countries. The result, they say, will be a rush to 
drown North Yemen with military aid and other assistance to prevent it from 
falling into the Soviet sphere. 


In other words, the North Yemen's want to prove that they are capable of 
scheming and maneuvering, and that they could not be easily swollen up by 
San‘a’. 


It must be noted, however, that circus tactics could backfire. Many a lion 
trainer lost his head when he became overconfident about his ability to 
pull his head safely from the lion's mouth. 
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INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


MOTIVES FOR ‘ARAFAT'S BAGHDAD TRIP DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 9 Feb 80 p 19 
[Article: "What Did ‘Arafat Discuss in Baghdad?"] 


[Text] AL-MUSTAQBAL has learned that Mr Yasir ‘Arafat's visit to Baghdad 
was not simply to discuss the Arab and Islamic position regarding the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan, but to consult with Iraqi officials on 5 important 
issues. 


1. Finding a place to resume training a number of Palestinian fighter plane 
pilots following the collapse of the arrangement with Libya as a resuit of 
the recent Palestinian rift with the Libyan Government; 


2. Exploring whatever practical measures Iraq would be willing to under- 
take in the event of an attack against PLO forces in Lebanon aimed at crip- 
pling the organization permanently. In this connection, ‘Arafat reportedly 
updated the Iraqis on the PLO's military situation, listed some of the 
organization's needs and discussed several other problems in detail. ‘Arafat 
also reportedly suggested -*at an Arab summit meeting be held at the first 
sign of an Israeli attack, and indicated that the Saudis favored such a move 
and promised to maintain pressure on the U.S. 


3. The Iraqi response to the ideas presented by Mr ‘Arafat was very flex- 
ible. Im particular, the Iraqis encouraged the PLO leader to pursue the 
new initiative that has been undertaken by Chancellor Bruno Kreisky of 
Austria, who had recently visited Saudi Arabia for consultation and had 
held a second meeting with Mr ‘Arafat. 


4. The Iraqis disclosed that they were quite satisfied with Jordan's posi- 
tion as outlined by Jordan's new prime minister, ‘Abd al-Hamid Sharaf, a 

few days earlier during a visit to Baghdad. The Iraqis reportedly encouraged 
further Jordanian-Palestinian coordination and felt that the two sides can 
now work in good faith together. 


5. The Iraqis were emphatic that the PLO maintain good relations with 
President Elias Sarkis of Lebanon. They pointed out that the escalation 
of tension of the past 2 weeks was unjustified, and reminded the PLO leader 
of President Sarkis' responsible position at the Tunis summit meeting. 
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Sensing the importance the Iraq! Givernment attached to good PLO relations 
with the Lebanese president, Mr ‘Arafat was careful to announce in Baghdad 
that relations between the PLO and the Lebanese Government were good, and 
that he had the highest respect for Mr Sarkis. The announcement went on 
to describe Mr ‘Arafat as a quest in President Sarkis' country. AL-THAWRA, 
the official PLO news organ, as well as radio and television later pub- 
licized the Baghdad announcement. 


During his vieit, Mr ‘Arafat thanked President Saddam Husayn for paying a 

few days earlier Iraq's share of monetary assistance to the PLO as determined 
by the formula established at the Baghdad summit conference. He also thanked 
him for paying Syria's and Jordan's shares. The three shares total 173,333,232 
[sic] million dollars. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


NAYIF HAWATIMAH RECOUNTS )EVELOPMENT OF PDFLP 
Paris AL~NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 24 Feb 80 pp 24-26 


[Interview with Nayif Hawatimah, secretary general of the Popular Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine, conducted by Nuhad al- 
Mashnuq--date and place not given] 


[Text] The secretary general of the Popular Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine |PDFLP], on the 12th anniversary of the founding 
of the front, spoke to AL-NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI about the circum- 
stances surrounding its establishment, the development of the Palestinian 
cause, and its complications in Lebanon and the Middle East. 


Mr Hawatimah recalled that the front was the originator of the program 
calling for the right to return, self-determination and an independent 
Palestinian state, and stressed that the front is not opposed to meeting 
with any “anti-Zionist" force, referring to the fact that in 1977 a Pales- 
tine Liberation Organization [PLO] delegation met with a "Rakah" delega- 
tion in Prague. He explained that Yasir ‘Arafat's European contacts re- 
sulted in the PLO's demend that the "Camp David" agreements be recognized. 
He criticised the PLO's participation in the Islamabad conference with an 
observer delegation, even though th Palestinian Command had decided against 
participation. He aiso stressed that the PLO cannot stand midway between 
Moscow and Washington, and criticized the stands of those Arab states who 
were "the first to supply us with heavy weapons." He emphasized the front's 
support for the Lebanese army's entry into ihe south, while expressing the 
view that the liberation of the border strip is the responsibility of the 
Arab petroleum states. Here is the text of the interview. 


[Question] On this 12th anniversary, could you tell us how you separated 
yourselves from the Arab Nationalists’ Movement [ANM] and established the 
PDFLP? 


[Answer] This is a long story which we will try to condense into a few 
definite points. We are all children of the Arab nationalist movement's 
new phase which began after the 1948 disaster and particularly after the 





Egyptian 23 July revolution began bearing the burdens of the struggle to 
eliminate the old colonialism which had controlled the entire Arab world, 
and after attempts were made to formulate plans for opposing the Zionist 
movement. Under these circumstances, the advanced Arab cadres joined the 
nationalist movements. As for ourselves, we joined the ranks of the nation- 
alist movement under the slogans of the ANM in order to realize broader 
hopes for a more effective struggle for the liberation, advancement and 
national unity of the region's peoples, seeking considerable inspiration 
from the world's advanced heritage. Very shortly thereafter, a number of 
these young cadres desired their own political and cultural entity and made 
preparations to develop it, in case an intellectual and political clash 
should occur with the nationalist movement's traditional trend--traditional 
from the standpoint of its intellectual and cultural formation and its 
political derivations. It was not possible to generalize our aspirations 
for a nationalist movement having more advanced horizons into a general plan 
for the entire nationalist movement with its two parts represented by the 
Ba'th Party and the ANM. The conflict became obvious after the nationali- 
zation of the Suez Canal and the subsequent developments betweer these 
young, advanced cadres and the traditional cadres of the two-part national- 
ist movement. The other aspect of this operation was the assignment of the 
starring role to the Palestinian people, so that they could stand by their 

' cause and regain their special national role in the general nationalist 
context, so as to form a shock vanguard on the front lines with the Zionist 
enemy, and at the same time to achieve an alliance between this vanguard 
and all the Arab forces of liberation and ee in the struggle against 
the common enemy. 


On this basis, the ideological, political and organizational dialog and 
struggle within the ranks of the nationalist movement resumed for a long 
time, until the June 1967 defeat occurred and all forms of this struggle 
were directed toward crystallizing the progressive line, which culminated 

in a joint meeting which defined the framework of the ANM and urged its 
branches to open up the way to independent national, progressive, struggling 
development and to accentuate the special quality of the Palestinian national 
entity and its immediate needs. All of this expressed itself by opening 

the way to the rise of the PDFLP. 


[Question] But the front split off from the PFLP and not from the ANM. 
Why the separation from the PFLP? 


[Answer] Speaking practically and objectively, and disregarding any 
ambiguities, the whole operation was carried out in the context of the 
ANM, because a branch of this movement operating in Palestine and Jordan 
took for itself the name "Popular Front" after the June 1967 defeat. This 
name mainly encompassed a group of strugglers who had joined the branch 
operating in these two arenas during the Fifties and Sixties. The struggle 
which went on within the ranks of the entire nationalist movement, including 
the ANM, of necessity included this political and organizational extension 
of its old and new form. 
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The intellectual Collision 


[Question] Was the separation between these two spheres part of the 
theory of national struggle in the nationalist context? 


[Answer] Things were not so. In the course of the ongoing dialog and 
struggle for the sake of developing the entire nationalist movement in 

a progressive, revolutionary direction open to scientific socialist con- 
cepts, there occurred a series of developments, beginning with the inde- 
pendence of branches of this movement in both Yemens. In North Yemen, 
total independence occurred under the banner of the Yemeni Revolutionary 
Progressive Party, and in the south under the banner of tthe National Front 
for the Liberation of South Yemen. There were also subsequeit, resultant 
developments which led to the formation of the Yemeni Socialist Party 
through the unification of the three national democratic groups which had 
originated: historically in South Yemen and which became organizationally 
independent from the entire nationalist movement. 


Then followed the steps taken in a number of Arab countries to make the 
general situation throughout the movement receptive to an organizational 
solution. For this reason there was 4a meeting of all these branches to 
adopt a resolution solving this organizational problem and declaring the 
independence of each branch's program vis-a-vis the issues of liberation, 
progress and revolution. This organizational solution was applicable to 
the Palestinian-—Jordanian sphere, and the formation of the nationalist 
movement with its two parts, the Ba'th party and the ANM, was an organiza- 
tional union in view of the cohesiveness of the two spheres. 


From that date, the organized political activity of both spheres was 
unified in the context of unified movements and parties, and this situa- 
tion vis-a-vis the political forces lasted until June 1967. June 1967 
was a violent shock which accelerated the regaining of the independent 
Palestinian identity and the definition of its special role, which of 
necessity required organizational embodiment. This led to the formation 
of resistance groups founded on this Palestinian-ness. The democratic 
front encompassed all the extensive cadres and forces which belonged to 
the world of revolutionary, democratic, and scientific socialist ideas. 


[Ouestion] Some people say that ‘Arafat had a part in encouraging this 
separation. 


[Answer] I had wanted to gloss over this, for the truth isn't that way 
at all. The delicacy of this issue is shown by the fact that it was not 
limited to the Palestinian organization, which represents a branch of the 
ANM. If the issue were limited in that way, some people would go along 
with this allegation. But the issue ‘ncludes all branches of the movement 
throughout a great many Arab countries. 
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The operation was conducted throughout all these branches, and developed 
into an intellectual and political collision which of necessity had its 
organizational ramifications ever since the early Fifties. It crystallized 
cumulatively, step by step, to the point where it generated an insurmount- 
able qualitative situation on the eve of June 1967, at which time the 
Lebanese weekly magazine AL-HURRIYAH was established in order to carry 

on the internal struggle which was going on in order to bring together 

all the forces and branches which had similar ideological natures. A 
joint declaration was announced terminating the old form of the ANM 
throughout the Arab world and announcing a framework of national formations 
which were all joined in a circle of joint coordination with respect to 
major nationalist issues. 


Recognition of Camp David 


[Question] The PDFLP blames FATAH for making contacts with Western forces, 
while contacting leftist Israeli forces itself. On the Arab level, it is 
taking an uncertain stand on relations with Libya. What exactly are these 
relations with FATAH and the PLO? 


[Answer] First of all, with respect to the PLO, ever since the PDFLP's 
earliest moments of armed existence, it has adopted a stand of unity and 
democracy toward the PLO. 


This is our firm, permanent stand, on the basis of which we presented, 
prior to the October war, our 1973 program, which called for Arab and 
international recognition of the PLO as the sole legitimate representa- 
tive of the Palestinian people, and defined our people's rights at this 
stage as the right to return, self-determination, and an independent state. 
This subsequently became, in early June 1974, the PLO's general program. 

It was then consecrated at the Rabat summit and later Arab summits, and 
under its banner the PLO went to the United Nations as an observer. We 
believe that this program has played a major, basic role in the PLO's 

Arab and international development. 


As for the second point, ever since we came into being and until this day, 
the alliance between us and FATAH has constituted a firm line in our policy. 
On the basis of this alliance, we assumed the burdens of our people's 
struggles in early years. This firm policy arose from an understanding 

of the strategy of our people's struggle and of their national rights 
throughout the national liberation stage, lasting until the achievement 

of the program for return, self-determination and an independent state 

in our homeland. 


We believe that in the national liberation stage there is a need for alli- 
ance and solidarity among all our people's national strata which have an 
interest in returning, self-determination, and building an independent 
state, and eliminating occupation, settlement and annexation plots whether 
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in the form of the administrative autonomy called for by the capitulatory 
Camp David agreements, or in the form of the United Arab Kingdom plan 
which is being carried out at the expense of our people's right to develop 
their independent national personality in the context of their own com- 
pletely sovereign state. 


Therefore, our view of the alliance with all revolutionary groups, and 
especially FATAH, is a firm, strategic one. The national liberation 
stage is a long one, and will take many years. But all of this does not 
mean that we and FATAH have corresponding stands on the developments of 
the struggle and the solutions to these issues. In fact, many of our 
stands are distinct and often contradictory, but thev remain secondary 
contradictions. 


Therefore, we are on the side of, and our struggle is for the sake of, 
gaining wider and wider recognition among the Western capitalist countries. 
We will go along with them, but we have been and still are wary of any delu- 
sions pertaining to the countries of the Western camp. We know well, from 
the activities and results of Abu-'Ammar's meetings with Kreisky and a 
number of Western European states, that these forces call on us to recog- 
nize the Egyptiai Israeli treaty as a fait accompli, and that they 
consider it a step forward along the road to solving the Arab-Israeli 
struggle. They feel that the Camp David agreements need to be developed 
from the Palestinian side. A recent word of advice in this respect came 
from the Portuguese foreign minister during the international Lisbon con- 
ference on solidarity with the Palestinians in Portugal. 


Therefore, we have been wary of this negative aspect, while understanding 
the positive aspects of strengthening the PLO's prestige and the occasional 
Palestinian dialog with the American administration. We have always said 
plainly that there is no dialog on the part of the administration, because 
it proposed as a solution for our people's cause the Camp David agreements, 
which strip our people of their rights and propose a capitulatory solution 
in the context of autonomy under occupation, with the resultant dangers 
from imposing a fait accompli policy on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 


As for the final point about the front's contacts with leftist Israeli 
forces, we say unequivocally that we will reach out to any force within 
Israeli society which is opposed to Zionism and Israeli colonialism. 
There are forces which have actually adopted a political line based on 
recognizing the PLO as the sole legitimate representative of our people, 
and the Palestinian people's right to regain their homeland and determine 
their own destiny. These forces have sometimes defined this as the Pales- 
tinian territory occupied in June 196/7. 


We in the front launched the joint political, organizational and intellec- 
tual struggle with these forces against the Zionist movement and Israeli 
expansion. 
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At the same time, we opposed any contacts with Zionist forces within 

the enemy state and outside it, and thus we opposed and criticized the 
contacts made with members of the Zionist Labor Party, the "Shili" move- 
ment (groups which call themselves the Zionist left and which split from 
the Labor Party), and independent elements, because they went along with 
forces which did not concede our people's rights in this phase. 


You know very well which elements made such contacts, without any resolu- 
tion being made by the PLO and its executive committee. 


The Disagreement Wit! Libya Is Secondary 


[Question] How do you explain your stand with respect to Arab relations 
and the incident with Libya? 


[Answer] We in the PDFLP are all for building Palestinian-Arab relations 
varying in degree according to the attitude of this regime or that toward 
our revolution, the national rights of our people, and our right to draft 
an independent Palestinian national resolution without any tutelage, 
annexation or pressure. 


Starting from this viewpoint, we dealt with the problems which arose 
between the Libyan leadership and our FATAH brothers, and we did not 
deviate at the expense of the basic position outlined by our policy and 
the revolution's relations with Libya. We feel that this disagreement 

is secondary and must not prevail for even a minute over the necessities 
of concentrating Palestinian-Libyan potentials in a front for persevering 
against the enemy, the Camp David agreements, the al-Sadat-Begin treaty, 
and administrative autonomy. 


Therefore we have tried to limit this disagreement, in order to mobilize 
all forces in the face of the enemy and to protect the perseverance forces. 


[Question] The slogans about nonintervention and independent resolution 
were adopted jointly with FATAH. Does the disagreement with Libya come 
under these slogans? 


[Answer] First of all, we are completely partial to the right of our 
revolution, the PLO and all groups to formulate their policies in a spirit 
of total independence. Secondly, the activity which is actually going on 
before our eyes proves that there is a possibility of conflict within the 
Arab perseverance front. However, we must devote ourselves to the correct 
policy which will preserve the forces and not dissipate them in case of 


any opposition. 


We believe that kindling disagreement and transforming it into a struggle 
between forces incorporated into a single perseverance front is a major 
defect which will cause grievous harm to the revolution, because it places 
secondary conflicts before major ones. 
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In Libya, the leadership has called for forming committees in Palestinian 
colonies, and we assume for the sake of argument that the Libyan leader- 
ship wants to form a special political organization close to it by means 
of these committees. This is nothing new, for the Ba'th Party in Damas- 
cus and Baghdad have organized Palestinian formations and extensions 
within the resistance. 


It would be better for there to be no problems, but when they happen they 
must be solved in a spirit of unity without any attempt at hegemony, inter- 
ference, tutelage or annexation. 


Finally, independence is an inseparable part of the revolution's plan, or 
the plan of any force serious about protecting this independence and 
struggling to protect the independent resolution from interference from 
Arab capitals. This is our right, but it also applies to all of our Arab, 
Islamic and international relations, since we have noticed some obvious 
cases of treachery toward the independence of the resolution under pres- 
sure from cértain Arab states; for example, the resolution of the entire 
Palestinian Command not to attend the Islamabad conference. But we were 
surprised at the singlehanded attendance of a PLO delegation at the confer- 
ence as an observer. The rank and level of the representatiun is not 
important here--it is the principle of the thing which is important. 


This took place without the knowledge of the overwhelming majority of the 
Palestinian Command and the PLO executive committee. Thus, the indepen- 
dent resolution which we made is gone with the wind to Islamabad. 


Going to Islamabad was a Mistake 


[Question] Some people say that attending the Islamabad conference was a 
strategic mistake which might lead to lifting the international lid. 
Others say that the PLO'« decision not to attend would have had a poli- 
tical price which the Soviet Union would have been unable to pay, for it 
is "Jerusalem" which attends or is absent. Which is correct? 


[Anwer] The majority of Arab delegates at the Tunis summit refused to 

even listen to the delegation from the Iranian revolution, which is bear- 
ing the banners of the Islamic revolution. Suddenly, the winds of false 
zeal for Islam blew in Kabul, which revealed that in reality and in essence 
this zeal was not for Islam and the Moslems. The attitude toward the Iran- 
ian Islamic revolution revealed the true attitude of the overwhelming 
majority of Arab and Islamic states which hastened to Islamabad: this 
majority bends with the American wind. It is a fact that the Afghan 
revolution, with its democratic and socialist dimensions, began years 
before this American commotion, in April 1978 to be exact, and doesn't 

have the least connection with real religious issues. At a time when 
Egyptian-Israeli relations are being pursued and the destruction in South 
Lebanon continues, we do not find most of the states, which rushed to 
Islamabad when the conference was arranged in agreement with the nucleus 
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of the second line of defense against American interests represented by 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan hastening to convene an Islamic conference to 
alleviate the pains of Southern Lebanon or to push for a boycott of al- 
Sadat and his regime to deter him from his steps toward alliance with 
Israel in opposition to all the Islamic peoples in this part of the world. 


In this context, the PLO had to adopt a basic stand preserving its rela- 
tions with all the friendly fronts in this part of the world. As for 
attending, that was a political mistake which is shaking the friendly 
fronts’ confidence in the PLO without the PLO's gaining anything from the 
hostile front. 


The accumulation of these political mistakes constitutes major obstacles 
to the revolution and its victory, because it weakens the revolution and 
its supporters while making the hostile front stronger than the revolution. 


The Arabs Were the First To Arm Us 


[Question] But in the Palestinian sphere, there have been reservations 
about Soviet policy, such as its not supplying the PLO with heavy weaponry. 
Also, the Soviet Union was the first state to demand that the PLO recog- 
nize Israel. What is the strategic outlook on relations with the Soviets? 
[Answer] Soviet-Palestinian relations are measured by a number of inter 
related political and material ix«ctors. 


In recent years, the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries have 
adopted integrated political stands recognizing the PLO as the sole legi- 
timate representative of the Palestinian people, and our right to return, 
self-determination and an independent state. This is the highest form of 
solidarity with the cause of our people and the PLO. Meanwhile, America 
even now refuses to recognize our people's rights, and proposes the capi- 
tulatory Camp David solutions to our cause. Therefore, not for a single 
moment is it correct to equate the socialist camp, which embraces our 
cause, with the United States, which denies the PLO and our people's rights 
and has totally obliterated the right of one-third of our people, the 
"refugees,'' to return to their country according to the UN General Assembly 
resolutions and Security Councii esolution No 191 of 1948, to which the 
United States agreed. The Unite: States has also wiped out the right 

of those who don't want to return to receive compensation. 


Similarly, the interests of our people and our revolution actually do 
not permit standing between this friendly camp and the United States 
camp, whic is plotting against these rights, not to mention denying them. 
Also, the socialist countries have offered many kinds of material assis- 
tance to the PLO, and have furnished real aid in certain stages of the 
struggle. 


Because of all this, it is incorrect to deal with the situation from the 
single angle of the Soviets’ not giving us advanced heavy weapons. This 
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This matter was brought up in the joint PLO-Soviet agenda. Surely we 
must struggle persistently to solve this issue so that the PLO can obtain 
advanced heavy weapons. 


However, we must bravely anewer the big question: who wae the first to 
supply ue with these advanced heavy weaponse--was it the Soviet Union or 
the Western countries? As we have always said, the relatives are the 
firet to know. And these relatives, with their depots swollen with all 
kinds of advanced heavy weaponry, should provide them to the revolution 
so that it can withstand the enemy. 


As for the fact that the Soviets were the first to call on the PLO to 
recognize Isruel, I say to you truthfully and clearly that this question 
is not only imprecise but strange. The United States, the Western Ev. ro- 
pean councries and the socialist international regularly call every day 
for the PLO to recognize Israel--in fact, they forced al-Sadat to go 
bevond even Security Council Resolution No 242, which speaks of recogniz- 
ing secure borders but says nothing about recognizing the state of Israel, 
pursuing all kinds of relations, or opening borders. 


Liberating the Border Strip Is an Arab Responsibility 
[Question] Do you agree that the Lebanese army should enter the south? 


[Answer] We have clearly said yes to the army's entry into the south, in 
accordance with its patriotic duty to liberate the border strip from 
Israeli control and to concentrate army forces in this strip. In the 
course of this concentration, surely the army will be able to take over 
all ite southern positions in accordance with the agreements between the 
PLO and Lebanon. 


[Question] But liberation must begin somewhere, naturally. 


[Answer] So that the entry can be a balanced one, it would be efficient 
for the army to make its way to the border strip, in accordance with Secur- 
ity Council resolutions. Thus, the road will be open to Lebanese- 
Palestinian agreements pertaining to the South, because those areas where 
there are Palestinian forces are connected in one way or another with the 
border strip. 


In case the border strip remains outside the control of the Lebanese army, 
the matter will be turned upside down and the army's areas of activity 
will be only those places where there are United Nations and joint forces. 


[Question] Why is the liberation of the border strip a Lebanese responsi- 
bility and not a Palestinian one or a joint one, as long as things are as 
they are? 


{[Anewer] The liberation of the border strip is, more properly a broader 
responsibility than just a Lebanese or Palestinian one--it is a general 
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Arab responsibility. But at the same time we must not overlook Arab 
shortcomings in supporting the Lebanese and the Palestinians or directly 
participating in the liberation of the border strip. Not to mention that 
the Arab petroleum states would be capable of political pressure to solve 
the border etrip problem and other broader, deeper probleme if they would 
take a serious stand on using the oil weapon in the service of the national- 
ist cause. 


With such Arab shortcomings, the liberation of the border strip is a joint 
Lebanese-Palestinian responsibility, and we on our part are completely 
willing to cooperate with the Lebanese forces in liberating the border 
area. No one must forget that for eight days in 1978 we fought against 
the Zionist invasion, defending the freedom of South Lebanon. 


[Question] Do you believe that there is a new Soviet policy of intruding 
into the Middle East because of the need for petroleum? 


[Answer] As a start, I would like to ask where is this Soviet policy of 
intruding into the Middle East? Practically speaking, it does not exist 
on the map. The Soviet Middle East policy remains a defensive one and 
nothing more, in view of the disturbance of the regional balance of power 
after al-Sadat's betrayal, which began to escalate after the October war 
until it was codified by the Camp David agreements. 


All these developments placed Soviet Middle East policy on the defensive, 
and I estimate that it will remain so for a considerable period of time. 
Its transition to a more advanced stage depends to a very great degree 
on the development of the perseverance of our people and the Arab nation 
in the tace of this American-Sadat-Israeli offensive, until we become 
capable of imposing a set-back on this offensive, beginning its surrender 
with the thwarting of the Camp David agreements, and imposing the need to 
respond to Palestinian national rights as defined by the phased program. 


[Question] What is the slogan for the front's 12th year? 


[Answer] Our slogan is a bigger and better struggle for the sake of 
firmly-rooted Palestinian national unity, encompassing all revolutionary 
groups and other national forces within the context of the PLO, on the 
basis of serious and faithful commitment to the unified political and 
organizational program of the revolution and the PLO. 


Why is this our foremost slogan? Because a unified, firm Palestinian 
stand represents a historic support for the entire Arab struggle in this 
phase and for its development in order to topple the Camp David agreements 
and the al-Sadat-Israeli treaty. 


8559 
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INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ALUMINUM ROLLING PROJECT--The Arab Industry Ministers in the Gulf countries 
are currently studying the firet united Arab project for aluminum rolling. 
The Bahraini Minister of Development Sayed Yousef Al-Shirawi has declared 
that industrial complementation and cooperation among the Gulf Arab coun- 
tries receives priority from the Planning and Development Ministers in these 
countries. Minister Shirawi described the Gulf Planning Ministers Confer- 
ence held in Riyadh last May as “the entry for industrial and economic 
complementation that would lead to a pol‘tical unity in the near future." 
The projected causeway between Saudi Arabia and Bahrain is considered part 
of the road network intended to link the Arabian Peninsula and Gulf coun- 
tries together. he said. [Text] [Damman AL-IQTISAD in English Feb 80 p 60) 
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AFGHANISTAN 


CHEMICAL WARFARE TROOPS REPORTED TO BE IN COUNTRY 
Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in French 6 Mar 80 p 3 


[Text] Accompanying the massive Red Army forces that entered Afghanistan 
were troops specialized in chemical and bacteriological warfare. 


Their presence has caused controversy among Western experts but it is 
now confirmed that materials for chemical and bacteriological contami- 
nation are presently in Afghanistan. As a matter of knowledge Soviet 
military doctrine is “organic,” that is that except for established 
obstacles or uselessness all components must participate in operations 
underway. Recently a Soviet officer who defected to the West, Colonel 
Oleg Penkoveky, stated "There is no doubt that in the event of hostili- 
ties the Soviet Army will use chemical weapons against their adversary." 
In any case a chemical assault and decontamination company fully equip- 
ped to include the famous TMS-65 truck has been observed in Afghanistan. 
The so-called "persistent" gases which appear to have already been used 
by the Red Army are intended to neutralize vast areas which are crossed 
by Soviet convoys. In a cold climate the above-mentioned gases remain 
effective for several weeks. The rebels who come in contact with the 
gas pick up the gas droplets with the soles of their shoes and carry 
them back to their refuges which they fatally contaminate because 

the Sarin, Soman and VX gases become toxic when they come into a warm 
environment. 


The Red Army can spread these gases in several ways. They can use 
standard artillery, missiles and rockets, 122mm guns, 152mm "Stalins 
Organs," RMC, airplane and helicopter sprayers. They can also spread 
them with the FROG and SCuD tactical missiles whose presence has been 
noted in Afghanistan. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIETS REPORTED TO USE POISON GAS AGAINST CIVILLANS 
Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in French 6 Mar 80 p 3 


{[Article: "Thousands Dead in the Konar Valley--The Red Army Is Giving 
No Quarter") 


{Text ] Various sources are in agreement that the Soviet troops have 
begun a veritable massacre of Afghan civilians not far from the Pakistan 
border. Casualty figures are not known, but a Canadian lawyer visiting 
the area on behalf of the International Federation for the Rights of Man 
says the Soviets have launched a major offensive in the Konar area, 
killing thousands of civilians, women and children, with poison gas, 
and forcing almost a hundred thousand people to fiee. 


Peshawar, Wednesday--The firet survivors of the massive attack launched 
Friday by the Soviet Army in the Konar valley (east rn Afghanistan) 
crossed yesterday on foot the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, near 
Peshawar (northwest Pakistan). 


These several hundred fu, itives, of whom some had bullet wounds and 
burns, paseed in small groups through the areas of Bajaur and Mohmand 
adjoining Konar valley. According to informed sources, some children 
arrived alone, having lost their parents in bombing or during the 
forced march to the border. Pakistan is expecting a massive influx of 
refugees. The head of one major Konar tribe, Fazel Aman Pasha, reports 
7,000 to 9,000 families have already abandored their villages, destroyed 
by napalm. This information from Fazel Aman Pasha was received by 
members of a French humanitarian organization, "Friends of Afghanistan." 
He also said that Konar velley has been totally deserted by its former 
inhabitants. Before the 1978 revolution the 200 kilometer valley had a 
population estimated at 160,000. 


A rebel source reports that the operation is being carried out by an 
elite division of the Red Army with sophisticated weapons and bullet- 
proof vests. 
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Apparently the Soviets are giving no quarter. According to Fazel Aman 
Pasha, at least 2,000 soldiers were landed on rooftops by combat heli- 
coptere then fired on all inhabitants, including women and children. 
He added that the rebels resorted to stonethrowing after running out of 
ammunition, and those who were not able to escape were killed. Fazel 
Aman Pasha said some women committed suicide by drowning in the Konar 
River. 


He said the Soviets were currently trying to seal off the border by 
occupying positions on the ridges dividing Afghanistan from Pakistan. 
He supplied the following list: "186 tanks, 31 armored cars of various 
types, 5 squadrons of Mig 21's and MI 24 helicopters armed with 80- 
caliber cannon and rockets took part in the attack. Afghan Government 
troops were not involved." 


Observers regard the Konar sweep as the opening of the expected Soviet 
spring offensive, and it has struck a hard blow at the rebels, who are 
closely mingled with the civilian population. 


The rebel movements, who admit their distress, think it probable that 
the Soviets will launch a similar attack on Nangarhar, the border 
province neighboring Konar. 


During the night of Tuesday-Wednesday, according to a source close to 
the rebele in Peshawar, three additional provinces in eastern 
Afghanistan--Ghazni, Paktia and Baghlan--suffered machinegunning and 
aerial bombing. On the other hand, the road between Kabul and the 
border has been reopened and civilian traffic resumed, as evidenced 
by the arrival Tuesday in Peshawar of an Afghan bus. 


In Djalalabad, the Soviets have occupied the town's airport and built 
a defense perimeter at the air base. Travelers say the town is calm 
but tense. They add that the nights are still interrupted by bursts 
of automatic weapon fire. 


In Washington, a U.S. spokesman communicated to Soviet representatives 
his government's concern at persisting reports of Soviet use of poison 
gas in Afghanistan. The Soviet agency TASS yesterday evening firmly 
denied such reports, commenting that “only the drought of iceas in 
CIA's propaganda can explain the spreading of such calumnies." (AFP) 
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AFGHANTSTAN 


AFGHAN RESISTANCE: ‘RUSSIANS WILL BE EXPELLED ONCE FOR ALL' 


Paris LE FIGARO in French 25 Feb 80 pp 1,4 
[Article by Paul-Marie de la Gorce: "A Mosaic of Rebellions"] 


[Text] The atmosphere remains extremely tense in 
Kabul where, during thewhole weekend, fighting has 
continued between Soviet soldiers and Moslem rebels. 
It was learned that the Friday riots resulted in 
several hundred deaths and more than 1,000 wounded. 
The Afghan capital is practically deserted, and the 
general strike has prevented all activities for 4 
days in a row. On Saturday even the government 
employees initiated an unlimited strike. 


The Soviet Army cordoned off at least one half of 
the city to protect the area of the USSR Embassy 
and the residential section where their "advisers" 
and their families live. 


In the rest of the country the situation is not 
much better. Yesterday the rebels asserted that 
they had surrounded Jadran and Jalalabad, the two 
important cities in the east of the country, and 
were preparing to “besiege them." Near the Soviet 
border heavy fighting apparently has been going 
on since the beginning of last week. There the 
Soviet artillery is continuously shelling the 
rebel positions. 


On their side the Moslem resistance organizations 
stated yesterday that they would start "a very 
strong attack" in one month "to expel the Russians 
once for all." 


However, desertions and tensions are apparently 
multiplying in the Afghan ruling team. Twenty-four 
officers, including one general and nine colonels, 
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and two Members of Parliament have fled to Pakistan, 
where they asked for political asylum. Also the Vice- 
Chairman of the Afghan Revolutionary Council died 
yeasterday in Moscow where he had been moved because 
of wounds received, according to the rebels, in a 
quarrel at a Council meeting 3 weeks ago. 


Yesterday the Soviet press recognized the extreme 
gravity of the Kabul disorders and renewed its attacks 
against the countries which, in its opinion, port the 
rebellion: the United States, Great Britain, China, 
and Pakistan. 


The aggravation of confrontations in Afghanistan elicits questions. Will 

the Soviet intervention result in the miring of the Russian Army? Will 

it be forced into a long, massive occupation, or are there still opportunities 
for the USSR to change course? 


Facing up to the Soviet intervention and the Kabul regime there is not one, 
but several rebellions in totally different political, ideological, and 
ethnical forms. This is their strength since they can align all their 
tendencies and populations against one adversary, but also their weakness 
since they run the risk of division when circumstances change or when the 
adversary will be able to unite with some against the others. 


The first rebel organizations-—-those which have received immediate support 
from the conservative, dictatorial, and very strongly Islamic government of 
General Zia in Pakistan--are indeed religiously inspired and organize against 
an ‘atheist Commmist' regime. They are for example the Afghan Jamiat Islami 
led by Bahranuddin Rabanni and groups such as Hezbe-I-Islami, the Islamic 
Revolutionary Movement, and the National Liberation Front. They are recruited 
substantially from the different Pashtun tribes. In contrast the front headed 
by Pir Sayed Ahmed Gilani is stamped particularly by the personality of its 
chief, a businessman, great landowner, and convinced supporter of the monarchy. 


Of course, there has been a desire to unify the rebellions from outside. 
Saudi Arabia even subordinated its financial assistance which is the largest, 
to the condition that the rebellions should unite. 


The pressure was sufficiently heavy and the attractivenss of Saudi subsidies 
sufficient to induce the formation of a rough alliance. The movements of 
Hekprijar, Mujadedi, and Rananni went in that direction. Awaiting new develop- 
ments it will be observed that their convergence affects substantially the 
Pashtun tribes, but does not include them all. 


Primarily because, in the south, the Baluch are far from everything, but 
especially because in the north and northeast the orientation and recruting 
of the rebels are totally different. The Turkomans, Uzbeks, Tajiks, and 
Hazaras are in that area. The Hazaras are the only Shiiites in Afghanistan, 
and there is not doubt that the Liberation Front of Hazarajat has received 
Iranian support. 
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But in all the northern ethnic groups the rebellion brings together primarily 
two parties founded 10 years ago: the Settam-I-Arelir and the Shu'la Yi Jawad. 
Their common outstanding distinction is to call themselves "Marxist-Leninist- 
Maoist." In other words they are directly linked with China. The Chinese 
penetration into Afghanistan is certainly one of the characteristic features 
of the rebellion, and indicates that the present crisis and the Soviet motives 
are more complex than is frequently believed. 


In substance the division of the Afghan rebels expresses not only ideological 
or political differences, but above all the ethnical fragmentation of a country 
which has never been a nation, and where the revolt of the Pashtuns, these 
perpetual masters, does not identify with that of the perpetually oppressed 
minorities. 


What, then, can the Soviets do? Their problem is that of all those who had 

to confront guerrillas, and is threefold as always in such cases: Isolate 

the rebels by cutting them off from the outside, either by keeping a close 

watch on the borders, or by agreement with the neighboring states; deploy 
sufficient forces to overspread the country; and mainly reduce the rebellions 

by political action. The latter point is essential. Im this respect, 

although the Russians are now facing considerable obstacles, it is not possible 
to exclude the fact that they are attempting to take advantage of the special 
interests of the minorities and of the complex relationships among nationalities, 
the usual weaknesses of all popular resistance movements. 


It should not be forgotten that, traditionally, the ethnic groups of Afghanistan 
have been hostile to Pakistan. Some day the Soviets may attempt to utilize 
this very old hostility to ingratiate themselves with the population. Two 
cases are significant here: The case of the Baluch, a majority of which 

lives in Pakistani territory where it pursues a long, obscure army, and the 
case of the Pashtuns among whom the dream of a "Greater Pakistan" has never 
faded. 


Already in 1978, after the Communist coup in Kabul, the Soviets considered 

the possibility of taki:i., advantage of their irredentist tendencies. In 
connection with the elections which were to take place in Pakistan, after 

Ali Bhutto's execution, they tried to set up a coalition between the party 
that he had led (the PPP), the Baluchi minority, and the Pashtun organizations. 
But the Amin government already in disagreement with the Soviets, refused to 
support some of the Pakistani Pashtuns, the left wing of the POPP became a 
minority, and the right wing refused to make promises of autonomy to the 
minorities, and finally General Zia cancelled the elections. 


Is it now possible to resurrect the wndertaking in a different form to 
reverse the situation in favor of the Soviets? Then the Soviets would have 
to overcome their weaknesses, evaluate their trumps, and consider the risks. 


Their weaknesses, apparently insuperable at this time, are obviously in the 


development of the rebellions, which deprives them of indispensable partners, 
and the rigidity of the Islamic regime of General Zia. Their trumps are the 
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multiplicity of the ethnic groups of Afghanistan, their old hostility to 
Pakistan, and the violent opposition to General Zia of all the former 
supporters of Ali Bhutto, 


But above all the risks are serious since such an operation, if it can be 
started, wor'd result in extending the confrontations into Pakistan. General 
Zia's prudence and fear are understandable, as he realizes that total commit- 
ment on the side of the United States would expose his country to many risks. 
The importance of any attempt to negotiate toward the stabilization of the 
forces in the area is understood. And in case of failure the risk is being 
evaluated that the logics of struggle on the spot may lead to developments 
that no one in Moscow or elsewhere originally would have anticipated. 


9456 
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ALGERIA 


TOTAL ARABIZATION SCHEDULED BY 1985 
Paris LE MONDE in French 15 Feb 80 p 7 
[Article by Daniel Junaua" "Arabization Will Be Total in 1985") 


[Text] Algiers--The authorities have undertaken to develop a national 
plan for Arabizing higher education, public administration and the eco- 
nomic sector. The FLN's "education, training and culture" committee, 
directed by Dr Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi prepared an advance study which will 
be discussed and amended on the occasion of the working sessions organized 
in each villaya (department). The final proposals will be submitted to 
the political office which will submit them to the central committee 
during its third session in the spring. The leaders thus seem deter- 
mined to make good as soon as possible the assurance given to "Arabist" 
students who, between mid-November and mid-January had gone on a total 
strike against courses for the very purpose of demanding the Arabization 
of administrative services. ) 


The advance project drawn up by the FLN sets exact dates for putting the 
recommended measures into effect. It effects a distinction between short- 
term and long-term objectives. The former must be attained by 1982 at 
the latest. Essentially it is a matter of Arabiziig "daily life," the 
school and university environment and all of the service organizations 
open to the public (mayors’ offices and particularly the civil registry, 
the gendarmery, the police department, customs, post office and tele- 
communications facilities, etc). Administrative documents, diplomas, 

and in general all documents addressed by the administration to citizens 
must be written in Arabic. 


Radio and television in particular will be called upon to meet these 
objectives. Emphasis will be placed on the Arabization of the written 
press and of cultural production on the whole, especially publishing. At 
present the circulation of the French language daily, EL MOUDJAHID, which 
amounts to 270,000 copies, is by itself greater than that of its 3 fellow 
newspapers in Arabic, ACH CHABAB (Algiers), AN NASR (Constantine) and 

AL DJOUMOURIA (ORAN). Arabization should be total by 1985 at the latest. 
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ALGERIA 


NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT ACTIVITIES REPORTED 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French 22-28 Feb 80 pp 6-7 


[Text] Arabization: care should be taken not to confuse language per se 
with language as expression. 


It was this past 18 February at the level of the wilayas that the working 
sessions d»/oted to Arabization got under way, bringing together local 
authorities, representatives of the different categories of the population 
as well as militants from the Kasmates. The purpose of these meetings 
seems to consist of adopting a project developed by the party's education, 
training and culture committee. Arabization is a basic principle of our 
revolution, and because of this it must awaken consciences and energies. 
Positive interest is already silhouetted behind this question which con- 
stitutes a weapon for fighting and struggling for the recovery of our 
personality and its coming into full bloom within the political and ideo- 
logical framework of our revolutionary development. And so the problem 
of Arabization comes across less as a vehicular language than as a lan- 
guage for the expression of a culture and a civilization. Therefore, con- 
tent considered as the dynamics of an evolution and a way of thinking is 
what matters today. In this context, and starting with this assumption, 
it is necessary and indispensable for every Algerian to learn Arabic, 
language thus being an imperative factor in any political will to recover 
personality, but it is likewise indispensable and necessary to give 
national language a content able to promote a national culture that may 
militate in favor of the deepening and the concretizing of the major 
objectives contained in the national charter. 
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ALGERIA 


WOMEN'S REPRESENTATIVES TAKE STOCK OF THEIR ACTIVITIES 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French 22-28 Feb 80 pp 6-7 


[Text] Women's representatives [UNFA--National Union of Algerian Women] 
are meeting this week for the fourth session of their national council. 

The opening meeting took place in the presence of Mr Lahccene Soufi, a 
member of the Central Committee and minister of justice. A special pur- 
pose of this council is to draw up a list of the activities of the women's 
organization and evaluate their results which, as the secretary general 
was to point out, were tc be regarded from the standpoint of criticism 

and self-criticism. Despite the organization's efforts, the results have 
proven slight: from the point of view of strengthening women's awareness, 
of advancing them within the framework of participation in national edifi- 
cation, of linking them with emigrated women. Furthermore the organization 
was to contribute to bringing new blood into the party. The obstacles 
encountered once again make it clear, the secretary geiueral went on, that 
the advancement of women depends on the preoccupations of society as a whole. 





In his speech the party's representative was to stress a number of points, 
espec‘tally regarding women's role in bringing up children and the struggle 
aga“nst waste. 


The minister of justice brought his action to bear on the legal situation 
which currently prevails where families are concerned. He was to announce, 
in this regard, that the family code project will be the subject of an 
in-depth examination, and finally, at the level of all of the political 
pressures in the country, an examination following which it will be 
definitely adopted. 


He characterized current legislation as being out of keeping with the changes 
that Algeria has experienced, so much so that there exists a real break 
between the family on the one hand and general evolution on the other. 

It is, he was to specify, a matter of filling a legal void without doing 

so in a random manner. It is not normal, for example, that in the case 

of a couple which misunderstandings or the obstacles of life lead to an 
undoing, the husband should immediately enjoy the faculty of remarrying, 
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whereas the wife often languishes for a very long time in the courts in 
order to obtain a divorce. This down-at-the-heels legislation therefore 
has no reason to exist today. It is a matter of avoiding the pitfalls of 
dehumanization noted in Western societies while skirting around the obscur- 
antist stage in which the relations of the family with society become 
entangled. The minister of justice asked the women's organization to par- 
ticipate efficiently in the development of the code, the objective of 

the new laws being to establish more social justice, in short more human 
justice, on the basis of the sound principles of the Islamic tradition. 
The advancement of women is, in fact, linked to the application of cer- 
tain rites, for Islamic tradition includes just as many mediocre rites, 
bypassed by history, unwholesome for the individual and the community 

and destined ror abandonment, as it does myths which essentially draw 
their force from man's nature and are aimed at his spiritual blooming. 
These rites are known, namely: malekism, Hanbalism, chiism and wahabism. 
Exclusive summoning to one of these religious forms no longer has, his- 
torically, any reason for being, since al] together they stem from a divi- 
sion which, during a certain period, stirred up the Moslem world. The 
only division which can exist today consists of the forces aspiring to 
progress and those which seek to perpetuate a system of values, not very 
religious furthermore, which originate essentially in a spirit of slavery. 
Now the Algerian people struggled against colonialism, and it rejects 

in an even stronger condition or its race. [sentence as published] Another 
example is provided by demography, a problem which seriously threatens 
Algeria's stability at all levels. A certain rite forbids contraceptive 
measures and pretentiously takes a stand against their use. Now it is 
known that the rate of infant mortality is very high in our country. Is 
that not an indirect and hypocritical recourse for limiting births which 
assumes the aspect of a real member and daily creates dramas in thousands 
of families among the most deprived segments of society? 


This national council then, meeting for the fourth time since the congress 
of the National Union of Algerian Women will pay particular attention to 
determining ways and means for making women's place in the country's evo- 
lution become more consolidated, broadening the organization's militant 
base, and reflecting to a greater extent the legitimate aspirations of 
women. In addition to making it possible to establish the plan of action 
for the year now going on, these works will enable women's representatives 
to make decisions on a certain number of economic questions which will then 
be submitted at the time of the special congress of the party and at the 
next session of the Central Committee. Nevertheless, it is necessary to 
emphasize that the UNFA must take care to overcome a certain lethargy 
which seems to have characterized the organization in recent months. 
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PARTY OFFICIAL EXPLAINS BAGHDAD'S SURPRISE POSITIONS ON VARIOUS EVENTS 
Parise AL~NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL~DUWALI in Arabic 4-10 Feb 80 p 23 


[Article by Nahhed al-Mashnuq: "An Iraqi Party Official Explains Baghdad's 
Surprising Positious on Evente") 


{Text} The French writer Andre Malraux once said to Gen De Gaulle: "I don't 
see anyone like you among the military men, even Napoleon, nor among the 
politicians, even Clemenceau." The general replied: "I am like Tan Tan 
because we are the little men who refuse to be sacrifices on the alters of 
the big men." 


In Baghdad, they don't like the analogy although they support the substance. 
With regard to every world activity, you find Iraq taking a surprise stand 
on the one hand, and on the other, they haveall sorts of justifications. 
When the Iranian students took over the U.S. embassy in Tehran, Iraq did 
not sanction this stand, keeping in mind that there have been no diplomatic 
relations between Baghdad and Washington for years. It appeared as if Iraq 
was not in opposition to the Iranian position in its conflict with American 
policy but was supportive of the American and western position in general 
on the occupation of the embassy. 


When the Soviet army entered Afghanistan, Iraq took a stand against the 
military intervention of her Soviet "friend" in principle and in detail 

as well as if as a result of its position it was blending into the western 
policy which was «tering into a war at the side of the Islamic countries 
against the Soviet military presence. 


Observers of Iraq's policy waver confusedly between the "reactionary" 
character of the associations which the Iraqi position itself takes and the 
progressive identity which the people in power in Baghdad insist upon. 
However, there are many and varied answers in the Iraqi capital to these 
questions. 


The Iraqi newspaper AL~JUMHURIYAH published an article under the caption 
"Soviet Intervention in Afghanistan" in which it stated the following: 
The character of the struggle at this stage can be summed up as the struggle 
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of the nations and peoples of the third world against class, political, 
racial and cultural exploitation throughout the world. One thing for cer- 
tain, the Soviet Union can be a decisive factor in tipping the scale of 
contradictions in favor of "the progressive peoples" if it rearranges ite 
priorities to be in line with the principles and ideas that lay behind the 
socialist October revolution. This is something which will face the Soviet 
Union with a serious choice regarding intentions and objectives in the 
Afghan arena. The article goes on to say: There is a pressing need to 
understand the international ramifications of the Soviet intervention in 
Afghanistan as a dangerous precedent which the Soviet Union is setting, 
being impelled toward fragmenting the international system which had been 
practiced in the name of international detente and, consequently, weakening 
legal and political principles, such as independence, sovereignty, territoral 
borders and national security, making them mere legal issues, not tangible 
facte. 


The article then mentions: It is difficult to visualize the basic course 

of the development of the international system, particularly Soviet-American 
detente, as the result of the intervention in Afghanistan but it is not hard 
to say that the Soviet Union is throwing up a great deal of dust in the face 
of the lateral relations which link it with the progressive countries of 

the third world. If the Soviet Union no longer worries very much about 

such relations, it will rearrange its circumstances in the light of the 
effective advertisement about its new reality as a great power. This article, 
which expresses an official viewpoint, may be sound from the theoretical 
standpoint but the political reality of the interaction between the big 
powers and the small countries is different in form and substance. What is 
the scientific explanation of this theory? 


An important party official who is experienced in foreign policy said: Any 
surprise regarding the Iraqi position comes only from a lack of acquaintance 
with the fundamental precep.s of the position of the ruling party in Iraq. 
"We take as a starting point the fact that we are a non-aligned country that 
adheres to this politica! characteristic. The stand on the Soviet inter- 
vention was not the first of its type. Our position is one of principle 
regarding the policy of intervention by big powers in the affairs of small 
countries. When Vietnam invaded Kampuchea, we condemned this intervention 
despite our friendship with Vietnam which has continued up to now. When 
Tanzania intervened in Uganda, we dii not take into consideration our rela- 
tionship with either country before condemning the Tanzanian intervention." 


The party official goes on: “This is on the international level; now, on 
the Arab level, our position has always been to condemn intervention. 
President Saddam Husayn took a clear stance in this regard when he said that 
Iraq would challenge Soviet intervention even were it to occur in Saudi 
Arabia. This does not mean that our hostility to American policy has ended 
or that by condemning the Soviet intervention we are making a rapprochement 
to the American position. Rather, we oppose intervention on the part of 
any quarter whatsoever. We will continue to be hostile to American policy 
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ae long as it continues ite present posture on the Palestine issue, and 
our friendship with the Soviet Union will continue as long as it continues 
ite posture on Arab issues, and the Palestine case in particular." 


However what benefit will the Soviet Union gain from this friendship whose 
positive features eo not emerge in times of misfortune, as in Afghanistan? 
The party official himself evaded any discussion of the need for ofl and 

the arms which Iraq is paying for in cash. However, he says that the Soviet 
position in Arab politics was contained in the Soviet file at the talke 
between the former American president, Gerald Ford, and Soviet Chairman, 
Leonid Brezhnev. After the talks in Helsinki ended, President Ford said 
that the United States had "Made a concession in the area of Europe in 
return for Soviet concessions in the Middle East area." 


The Iraqi party official was wondering: "Where would the Soviet Union have 
gotten anything to exchange with the United States had it not been for the 
Soviet position in Arab politics? Besides, out position denouncing the 
Soviet intervention policy does not that we are abandoning the socialist 
principle in economic policy, taking into account the special character of 
each country in applying it. We view the Soviet Union as a big power with 
interests that govern its policy and it is not necessary for it to make 

its policy and positions conform to ours in many matters." 


However, why attend the Islamic conference in Islamabad despite the apparent 
traces of an American “show of force"? Or wasn't condemning the Soviet 
"friend" sufficient? 


The party official responded that Iraq's presence was essential to tone 
down the traces of this show of force and to divert it toward the Palestine 
issue. “We made progress in this regard since the rulers of the Arab Gulf 
area no longer need much convincing that the American umbrella is useless 
to them after what happened to the Shah in Iran, and that their one serious 
choice is to reach an understanding with their peoples in the interests of 
everyone." 


Iran occupies another position in Iraqi policy. The escalation in the 
information media and elsewhere between the two sides has continued. Last 
Tuesday, Iraqi papers carried banner headlines stating that the Arab demon- 
strators in the al-Ahvaz area had hoisted pictures of President Saddam 
Husayn. Where is this relationship headed and what is the explanation for 
this continued tension when Iran is entering a war against American policy? 
The party official denounced the wording of the question and said that this 
is not the way to engage in a war against American policy. "Occupation of 
the embassy is a violation of international practice, whatever the identity 
of the embassy. Were there serious intentions to enter this war, why have 
diplomatic relations with the United States not been severed? Why wasn't 
oil cut off before Washington adopted a decision to impose the economic 
blockade? Or at least, why weren't the oil companies nationalized? We 
said earlier that foreign intelligence services had subverted a number of 
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Iranian personalities and the correctness of our view was substantiated when 
Amir Abas Entezam, the former spokesman for the Iranian government and former 
ambassador to the Scandanavian countries was arrested." 


With regard to the constantly tense relations, the party official said that 
Iraq had requested that an Iranian envoy come to discuss relations “but we 
stipulated that he have no connection with any intelligence agency and so 

far no one has come. This is not to mention the hostility manifested toward 
Arab nationalism by the new president, Abolhasan Bani Sadr. In such circum 
stances, we felt that we had no role beyond not encouraging such manifestations, 
whether toward international behavior or hostility toward the Arabs." 


The interview enaed with the party official saying: "Iraq views the Yugoslav 
experiment in the policy of non-alignment as the model that should be 
emulated. However, President Tito, the only remaining senior figure in the 
non-alignment movement, is approaching the end of his life, but his leg has 
been amputated and it would appear that it was the Yugoslav leg that had 
been amputated. 


"The non-aligned conference will convene in Baghdad 2 years hence and arrange- 


ments for it are underway. President Saddam is a young man in the prime of 
life and governs a vitally alive, oil-rich country in the Arab world." 
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MOROCCAN KING, SPANISH PREMIER MEET IN BAGHDAD--The apparent purpose 

of the tour of some Arab countries by Spanish Prime Minister Adolpho Suarez 
was to "to discuss the Middle East crisis and bilateral commerical relation" 
with the countries he visited. However, there is «nother issue that informa- 
tion confirms he went to Baghdad especially to discuss, that is, the issue 

of the Polisario and the situation in the phosphate desert. Observers draw 

a link between the sudden arrival of Ki. ; Hassan II in Baghdad and the visit 
of the Spanish prime minister to the Iraqi capital . Baghdad sources say 
that the Moroccan monarch met with the Spanish prime minister in the presence 
of Saddam Husayn and the three discussed developments of the explosive situa- 
tion in the Moroccan Sahara, which used to be a Spanish colony. Spain had 
supported Mauritania in recognizing the Polisario which angered Morocco 

which accused Spain of being two-faced and talking out of both sides of its 
mouth and relations between the two countries grew tense. Baghdad sources 
confirm that has entered as a party to a Moroccan-Spanish reconciliation the 
results of which will emerge before long. Baghdad, unlike other Arab capitals 
such as Algiers and Tripoli that support the Polisario, supports Rabat in its 
—18 on the Sahara. [Text] [London AL~HAWADITH in Arabic 15 Feb 80 

p12] 8389 
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ISRAEL 


ISSUE OF OVERSIGHT FORCE FOLLOWING IDF WITHDRAWAL FROM SINAI REVIEWED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 1 Feb 80, pp 13, 20 
[Article by Usi Benziman: "Story of a Strong Position") 


{Text} In July of last year, Foreign Minister Moshe Dayan sat in the 
Knesset Hall and said to his listener: “There will be no compromise on 
this issue." The issue about which Dayan spoke was that reports had 
arrived from Washington indicating that the U.S. and the USSR had worked 
out a plan to eliminate the role of the UN force in the Sinai, and to re- 
place it with a limited number of UN observers. At that time, the foreign 
minister maintained that Israel would not acquiesce to the American posi- 
tion. 


Mr Dayan's position was straightforward. He believed at that time that 
Israel could not accept the first withdrawal in the peace treaty which 

had been signed a month earlier. The peace treaty reflected many Israeli 
concessions, and the feeling burned strong in the hearts of members of the 
government in July 1979 that Israel had paid a very high price to achieve 
peace. Dayan's stormy and strong response to the American maneuver was 

to this effect: Not only have we agreed to formulations which from our 
view are very difficult, but great America now comes and tries to put us 
in a position which distorts the treaty and makes our position more diffi- 
cult. And what does this touch? Our very soul, the security arrangements! 


There was a full justification for the sense which Dayan expressed. The 
U.S. was trying to evade explicit sections of the peace treaty which 
assigned a real function to the UN emergency force. It sought to ignore 
the explicit obligation undertaken by President Carter to create a sub- 
stantial emergency force in the event (which was foreseen at the time the 
treaty was signed) that the Security Council did not extend the life of the 
UN force of 4,000 men already in existence. 


All during the negotiations, Israel had maintained that a UN buffer of 
thousands of men between Israeli and Egyptian forces was a real security 
shield, and insisted on its being in place. Also infuriating was the 
American trend to bring the USSR into the peace process through the back 
door by presenting a joint Soviet-American resolution to the Security 
Council to impose emergency force functions on the UN observers. 
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The U.S. was not proper in ite interpretation of the peace treaty and its 
obligations to Israel. Washington claimed that from the text of the treaty 
one could conclude that it was possible to set up a mere observer force, 
and that the President's promise to create a multinational force referred 
to the final withdrawal from the Sinai (in June 1982), and not to the 
interim withdrawal. 


The correctness of the Israeli claim and the real anger regarding the 
evasiveness of the American administration gave way to realistic conside- 
rations. It appeared reasonable to the government that it had to adjust 

to the new circumstances. As a result of this the UN emergency force was 
established and (because of the Israeli and Egyptian position) the inten- 
tion to give che authority of the emergency force, as stated in the treaty, 
to the UN observers was not realized. Moshe Dayan and Ezer Weitzman went 
to Washington for discussions with Cyrus Vance, Secretary of State, and 
Kamal Hasan Ali, the Egyptian Defense Minister, for a solution to the situa- 
tion which had been created. 


In September 1979, ministers labored in Israel, Egypt, and Washington, to 
find a solution which would answer the need for creating an apparatus to 
oversee the military settlement in the Sinai. 


After discussions lasting 2 weeks, a solution was found: 200 American 
civilians, organized within the framework of a "Sinai field mission" would 
be the overseers who would man the key points on the main arteries leading 
to the Canal. American planes would conduct aerial photographic flights 
over deployment and demilitarized areas in the Sinai. In Region A (near 
the Suez Canal), there would be two inspections per week, in Region B 

(the strip east of Region A to the line from El-Arish to Ras Muhammad) 
there would be American checkpoints, in the buffer zone (the artery near 
the El-Arish-Ras Muhammad line) there would be a joint Israeli-Egyptian 
patrol. UN observers (several dozen) would be integrated into the patrols 
only if they operated by virtue of the Camp David agreements or the peace 
treaty. Prior to the final withdrawal and the implementation of inspec- 
tion of Region C (ruiming along the Eilat-Sharm-ash-Shaykh line) the three 
elements would convene to discuss the composition or the establishment of 
a multinational force. 


When Moshe Dayan and Ezer Weitzman brought the formulated agreement from 
Washington to the Israeli Government, it was received coolly. Many cabinet 
members felt that the compromise which had been reached was poor, and did 
not assure Israeli interests. Many ministers claimed simply that there 
should be no deviation from the peace treaty, and that Israel could not 
agree to any solution except the establishment of a multinational force, 
which is what President Carter had promised. But that was a minority 
opinion. Most ministers realized that they had to achieve the best pos- 
sible result from the disappointing developments, and, in light of this 
approach, they discussed the agreement which was delivered by Dayan and 
Weitzman. 














But even these ministers had serious reservations. The proposed agree- 
ment does not even insure that a multinational force will be set up in 

3 years, when the withdrawal reaches the international border. The 
agreement assigns to the observers a certain supervisory role, in spite 

of the fact *hat the UN has refused to recognize the Israeli-Egyptian peace 
treaty. There is no Egyptian agreement to joint patrols of Region B. 
Minister Shmuel Tamir, who headed an interministry staff which studied the 
proposed agreement, presented to the cabinet a document of 10 sections 
which condition continued negotiation with the U.S. on abandonment of the 
agreement. 





The document, which received wide exposure in the media (to the point 

that it is referred to as the "Ten Commandments") is intended to nail down 
American obligations, prevent loopholes, and to assure unambiguously that 
all of the responsibilities which the peace treaty assigned to the emer- 
gency force will be borne by the 200 men of the "Sinai field mission" of 

the U.S. Among other things, Tamir's paper proposes that the U.S. Congress 
make the commitment that as long as there is no multinational force, the 
"Sinai field mission" will continue to carry out its duties, that Israel 
will proclaim unilaterally that it will not withdraw to the international 
border if there is no multinational force, and that the U.S. will declare 
that it recognizes this Israeli position. The position thus taken by the 
government has been the strongest yet. On 7 October 1979, the government 
accepted in principle the formulated agreemeni presented by Dayan and Weitz- 
man, but coupled its agreement with several questions to the U.S. and 

the expression of several positions. The questions dealt primarily with 
the manner in which the agreement would be certified, or when would it 

be signed? Was Egyptian agreement expected, or would an Israeli-American 
understanding be sufficient? The declarations were intended to reflect 

the Israeli positions: if there were no multinational force, there would 

be no withdrawal to the international border; the UN observers had no super- 
visory role at all in the agreements; American oversight should be not only 
over Region B but Region A as well. 


The first reactions which reached Jerusalem from Washington, regarding the 
government's position, were mixed: the U.S. "took into account" Israel's 
conditioning its withdrawal on the establishment of a multinational force, 
as well as its position on the role of the UN observers. The U.S. rejected 
the Israeli proposal that the agreement take on the nature of a treaty to 
be signed by Israel, Egypt, and the U.S., with the knowledge that there 
would be an exchange of letters between Jerusalem and Washington. Dayan 
and Weitzman felt that a bilateral agreement between the U.S. and Egypt 
would be sufficient, since the oversight would be of Egyptian territory, 
but the government demanded a tripartite treaty. 


Between October 1979 and January 1980 there has been desultory negotiation 
between the U.S. and Israel on the formulation of the document which is 
supposed to insure supervision of the security agreements for the Sinai. 
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Texts have been sent back and forth, drafts have been considered, sec- 
tions have been reformulated. The result was brought last week to a 
group of ministers for study. The upshot is that there is not one docu- 
ment but two: an agreement which defines the oversight formula, and an 
Israeli-American declaration paper, in which are expressed the positions 
of the two countries regarding several components of the supervisory agree- 
ment. The whole agreement more or less reviews the scope and nature of 
administrative oversight of military deployment in the Sinai, as deter- 
mined in discussions conducted by Ezer Weitzman and Moshe Dayan in Wash- 
ington in September 1979, but it somewhat tones down the American commit- 
ment to continually operate, until 1982, the "Sinai field mission." And 
the declaration paper includes formulations very far from the original 
positions of ‘srael. 


It is worth noting the differences between the positions of the govern- 
ment as they were expressed in the resolutions of 7 October 1979, and 

the final results: the government saw one difficulty in the oversight 
agreement and in the declaration of its intentions regarding the position 
of the UN observers and regarding the leaving of the IDF in Region C if a 
multinational force were uot created. Four months ago, when the government 
discussed the proposed agreement, it had before it only one document in 
which were included the technical details of oversight as well as its 
attitude toward the observers and the establishment of a multinational 
force. 


Now, in fact, the oversight document has been divided into two: the first 
part, which is operational, deals with the oversight formula and is sup- 
posed to be signed by Israel, Egypt, amd the U.S. The second, which is 
declarative, is presented as an exchange between the U.S. and Israel only. 
The second difference: the updated formulation requires less of the U.S. 
in implementing continually its oversight force. The third difference: 
the government absolutely rejected giving any role to the UN observer 
force. The final result: Israel repeats in the declaration document its 
original opposition to giving any role to the UN observer force. However, 
in the same section, the U.S. expresses its view "which understands and 
takes into consideration" this position of Israel, and at the same time 
decides that involvement of the observers in oversight will be beneficial. 
Between Israel and the U.S. there is an understanding that the American 
view is decisive and that the UN observers will take part in the oversight, 
under the responsibility of the U.S. 


The fourth difference: while the government decided that Israel should 
declare that it will not withdraw from Region C if a multinational force 

is not created, and even demanded that the U.S. take official note of 
Israel's position, according to the final result of the negotiations this 
declaration is included neither in the agreement itself nor the accompany- 
ing declaratory document. Instead, the accompanying paper states thus: 
"The U.S. notes the Israeli position regarding steps which Israel considers 








would be appropriate in the event there is a delay in creating a UN force 
Or an agreed upon multinational force." 


The document does not state what “the appropriate steps" would be. There 
was an announcement which Dayan and Weitzman delivered to Vance in Septem- 
ber 1979 (according to which Israel would not withdraw unless there were a 
multinational force), but does the weight of this announcement match the 
declaration which was supposed to be included--according to the government 
resolution--in the agreement itself? 


In the final text of the declaratory document there is included, at the 
instance of the U.S., a paragraph which cuts something from the already 
cloudy Israeli declaration. This paragraph states that the parties recom- 
mit themselves to carrying out the peace treaty in full (namely withdrawal 
to the international border). 


The oversight formula for the military arrangements in the Sinai thus 
underwent the following metamorphises: contrary to what was stated in 
the peace treaty and in Carter's letter, there is no multinational force. 
The first demand of the government, which sought to oblige the U.S. to 
carry out its promise did not stand the test of reality. The government 
was forced to accept a substitute in the form of an agreement which will 
post in the Sinai 200 American observers instead of a 4,000 man UN emer- 
gency force. The government decided on various fundamentals (the "Ten 
Commandments") which were supposed to find expression in the document. 
But, in fact, no real consideration was given to these positions. 


The agreement was supposed to include a section stating that the IDF would 
not withdraw to the international border if a multinational force was 

not created within 3 years, but Israel gave up on this position just as 

it gave up on its rejection of any role for the UN observers. Instead of 
one document signed by three countries, there were drafted two documents: 
one to be signed by Israel, Egypt and the U.S., and the second “paper of 
understanding" between Israel and the U.S. only. The tripartite agreement 
has still not be signed by Egypt. 


Now it remains to be seen if the delays in the Egyptian signing are only 
temporary, random and technical, or if the government can expect more 
unpleasant surprises. 


The creation of the oversight formula for military arrangements in the 
Sinai offers a shocking view of the gap between what is desired and what 
is possible in Israel's political maneuvers. The possible achievement 

is principally the result of objective conditions, but also of negotiating 
tactics and deficient coordination between the Israeli factors conducting 
the negotiations. The issue of primary concern to Israel--the reliability 
of the military arrangements implemented in the Sinai with the withdrawal 
of the IDF from the peninsula--has become, under the circumstances, a 
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situation in which the government is hanging on by its fingernails to a 
minimum which is becoming even less in the bargaining process. One lesson 
which can be learned is in the area of the ability of maneuver and action 
of Israel; lofty declarations, strong public positions, and maximal demands 
are not necessarily a guaranty of achievements of substance. Somebody 
must ask the question: was the strong public point of departure, as against 
the miserable results, worth Israel's honor? Did it help its political 
position more than if the negotiations from the start had been conducted in 


more quiet channels? 
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ISRAEL 


MISGIVINGS ABOUT WITHDRAWAL FROM SINAI 
Jerusalem HAMODI'A in Hebrew 25 Jan 80 p 2 


(Editorial: "Although Lacking Emotional Significance, the Sinai Is Never- 
theless a Strategic Loss") 


[Excerpt] We will not be dealing with the significance of the fact that the 
recent Israeli withdrawal was out of Refidim. This withdrawal completes 
the crucial phase of returning the Sinai Desert to Ugypt. It is the next 
to the last phase in a process which is to end in 2 years. We have never 
been emotional about the Sinai Desert, the desert in which the Children of 
Israel wandered before they were awarded entry into the Land of Israel. 

If we have any historical memories associated with this place they are not 
of the fatherland kind. But without making historical parallels, Israel 
abandons the Sinai this time without any joy and maybe with a heavy heart, 
even though the foreseeable reward is stabilizing the peace agreement, 
starting normal relations, exchanging ambassadors, and opening the borders-- 
that is, if nothing unforeseen happens now. 


As mentioned, we are not dealing with feelings when political reality dic- 
tates a move which not too long ago seemed impossible. But we cannot avoid 
noting that the sadness that is there to begin with is now worsened. An 
important event such as the opening of the border between Egypt and Israel 
was set for the Sabbath without those responsible for setting the date 
being aware of the public desecration of the Sabbath which is going to be 
inevitable. This event will arouse considerable international interest 
throughout the world. This denial of the uppermost value of this nation 
exposes a weak point in Jewish awareness by secular Judaism, which dissoci- 
ates itself from what happened on Mt. Sinai, where we became a nation. 

“And the Children of Israel left Refidim," as our sages said, "Refidim 
means that they neglected the study of the Torah.” It may be chat those 
responsible may not get upset with the fact that this event was set for 

the Sabbath because they are aware what Sinai roads look like on Saturdays. 


But, again, we will not deal with emotions. After more than 12 years, 
Israel is evacuating the Sinai Peninsula because of a peace agreement 
with the largest Arab country. Can there be anything more significant? 
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The phone call for which Yitzhaq Rabin waited as chief-of-staff from then 
President Nasser has finally arrived, Nevertheless, it is difficult to 
note happiness now that peace is being realized. There is something that 
is still disquieting; there are fears, there are suspicions, even when 
there is respect for the other side, especially because the suspicions are 
based more than just on emotions. 


Israel enters a period of a lot of unknowns. There are some shrill sounds 
from Cairo and we all know that the dispute over the "connection" has 
become prominent now. This dispute was there before signing the peace 
agreement and continued after it, prior to the moves to establish Arab 
autonomy in Judea and Samaria. This dispute can no longer be ignored. 
Time has done its part. The substance of autonomy is now an obstacle and 
the dispute cannot be resolved. Egypt rejected Israel's proposal outright 
and rather noisily. Israel opposes any attempt to turn autonomy into a 
first stage for a Palestinian state. The differences of opinion between 
Israel and Egypt are worse. The United States, Israel's traditional friend, 
finds itself on Egypt's side, almost in total agreement with it. 


The IDF withdrew from Refidim as it did from the Suez, which not too long 
ago seemed "Israel's natural security border," just as it retreated from 
the rich oilfields which supplied a large part of Israel's needs and were 
going to supply all of them. It was all done in order to complete the 
withdrawal from the airfields, which seemed so vital up to recently, and 
from the bases in Sharm el-Shaykh, which were almost a myth in Israel's 
security concept, so much so that a famous commander and Israeli politician 
repeatedly stated his axiom that "Sharm el-Shaykh without peace is more 
important than peace without Sharm el-Shaykh." Israel retreats and aban- 
dons territories, and returns to former borders, the same borders which 
were "undefensible because they had no strategic depth.” It is left facing 
the "Palestinian problem" after Egypt received its share. How can Israel, 
with its back against the ~7all, withstand the problem, which is at the 
heart of the dispute, according to many observers? Who will guarantee 
Israel that at a certain point, when Egypt has received most of the Sinai 
back, it will not declare "time out"? It will then place Israel with its 
back to the wall, with the unfriendly help of the United States. 


There are some unpleasant sounds in the background, from Washington, Cairo 
and Riyadh, the source of Arab power. In Washington, we are told that the 
solution to the Palestinian problem cannot be postponed because of events 
in the region, events which have shaken some of the basic concepts of 
American policy. In Cairo, acting Foreign Minister Boutros Ghali mutters 
that no peace can be established in the area without a solution to the 
Palestinian problem. In Riyadh, the hand is held at the oil trigger as if 
to say: "If vo heed and listen, you will receive oil; otherwise the 
faucets wi” ivned off." After what happened in Iran one can no longer 
believe in .°« ‘) plomacy. 


Israel has no recourse. Egypt received the Sinai back by sweet talking. 
There are some unpleasant sounds from Cairo. Moslem extremists demonstrate 
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against President Sadat. Slogans full of hatred, such as were used by the 
Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-Husayni are heard not only in Tehran but 
also in Cairo. Sadat's regime does nothing to stem this. It is as if in 
Israel anyone would be interested in the opposition of Gush Emunim. Only 
God knows where we are going and where we are heading. What is clear is 
that Israel willingly gave back vast strategic holdings that up to recently 
seemed impossible to give up. The whole region is shaking and is restless. 
Israel abandoned the symbolic spot. Jews mutilate and trample on the only 
"deed" we have to this land, a deed that was handed to us by God via 
Abraham. Instead we look for support in declarations, agreements and reso- 
lutions of humans who deal with us fraudulantly. 


We do not have a lot of feelings for this place, the site that evokes 
associations of forgetting the Torah. But one cannot ignore the mixed 
emotions. There are many questions arising from the foggy horizon which 
surround the international border between Israel and Egypt. The answers 
to these questions have to be sought. 
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ISRAEL 


CAUTLOUS, STRONG REACTION TO HEBRON MURDER URGED 
Restraint Is Advisable 

Jerusalem HAMODI'A in Hebrew 1 Feb 80 p 2 

[Editorial: "A Call for Restraint in Hebron") 


[Text] While the crew of Khalil-Burg-Linovitz is discussing the principles 
and substance of the proposed autonomy for Judea, Samaria and the Gaza 

Strip, the people of the territories are proposing a model of their own, to 
counter those of Israel and Egypt. This model has had a very extreme expres- 
sion in Hebron's Casbah, which is already saturated with Jewish blood. This 
is not the only case. Tiere have been attempts at Jewish life in Nablus and 
other places as well. 


Israel has no common ground with the representatives of the PLO. Even the 
fact that the people of the territories have given the PLO the sole right to 
speak for them cannot change the image of this organization. It still 
adheres to the same principles set forth in the Palestinian manifesto, which 
aims to completely do away ith Jewish settlements in the land of Israel. 
This aim guided its predecessors who were led by the Mufti of Jerusalem, 

Haj Amin al-Husayni. Nothing has changed. Hebron of 1980 looks on Jews as 
did Hebron of 1929. The student of the local yeshiva who was murdered on 
31 January reminds us of the Hebron yeshiva students wio were targets of 
terrorist swords [ia 1929]. 


The respectable Khalil, Burg and Linowitz are dealing with the impossible. 
The people of the territories have learned nothing. They have not changed 
abit. None of them is willing to talk about autonomy, not even the Egyp- 
tian version. The Egyptian president gets strong denouncements, no lesser 
than the Israela prime minister. Even those who are willing to talk about 
their future, even if only as a bargaining position on the way to establish 
a Palestinian state, are afraid of the murderers’ bullets. These bullets 
do not distinguish between an innocent Jew going to buy produce in the 
Hebron market and a Palestinian Arab who is willing to recognize the fact 
that there is a Jewish entity in the Land of Israel. The discussion in 
Herzliya is like grinding water. No proposal will bring Palestinians to 
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the bargaining table. Anyone who proposes that Israel sit down with the 
PLO to discuss a Palestinian state had better prepare the means to evacuate 
the Jews from the region. This would be better than exposing them to the 
danger of a Palestinian state, which will undoubtedly be a Soviet satellite. 


The military authorities have imposed a curfew on the Casbah area in a doubt- 
ful attempt to locate the murderer. The people who allowed the injured 
young man to bleed to death without calling an ambulance to save him, will 
not cooperate with the authorities to apprehend the murderer. There is no 
fear of the authorities in the territories as was the case after the Six 
Day War. People in Hebron, Nablus, Jenin, Qalqiliyah and everywhere else 
have become insolent. They know that any attempt to bring back law and 
order with the methods of 10 years ago will draw sharp reactions not only 
from the United States, but, alas, from those Jews who appoint themselves 
guardians of Arab rights without being asked to. Israeli authorities in 
the territories face a big dilemma when they try to react to disturbances. 
They are losing their grip, since without the stick the carrot is not effec- 
tive either. 


The murder of the yeshiva student in Hebron is not disassociated from the 
atmosphere that has taken hold in the territories after the negotiations on 
autonomy started. We do not wish to suggest it, but we very much fear that 
it may start a new era of Jewish presence in the territories. If this 
indeed happens, relations will be so tense that the government will not be 
able to bypass the issue without resorting to some drastic measures. But 
then there is a new danger, no less serious, of a sharp confrontation 
between security forces and the people. This confrontation is not only 
undesirable but may even corner Israel into an embarrassing situation, and 
may endanger the peace moves with Egypt. The latter considers itself very 
much responsible for the people of the territories, even if they are ungrate- 
ful. 


Under these circumstances, it is not superfluous to request the people of 
Qiryat Arba to act with restraint and to not give the Arabs an excuse to 
worsen relations even further. This is needed not only for the sake of 
neighborly relations between the two peoples living in the city of their 
ancestors, but also because it is not the right time to push. It is, there- 
fore, prudent to act very cautiously. This caution is needed in any event, 
even if negotiations on the future of the territories fail. Even if this 
happens we will have to create a format of peaceful coexistence for a long 
time to come. 


Strong Reaction Is Necessary 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 3 Feb 80 p 2 
[Editorial: "Authorities Called Upon To React Strongly To the Murder") 


[Text] The murder of Yehoshua Saloma, a student in the Hesder Yeshiva in 
Qiryat Arba while he was walking in the Casbah market of Hebron, was preceded 
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by unrestrained incitement of the Arab population against the Jews, rock 
throwing at cars belonging to Jews and other incidents. 


Hebron's mayor, whose recent speeches were full of hatred to Israel and its 
citizens, at first refused to denounce the murder, to express his regret 
and to call for relaxation of relations between Arabs and Jews. He also 
attacked the people of Qiryat Arba and told lies about them. Later, under 
pressure from the military authorities, he vaguely said that he "denounces 
the murder of Arabs and Jews." He demanded that the curfew be lifted since 
the “incident is over and done with." 


This position of the mayor, following a murder within the city, reveals the 
tension in "bron, and the mayor cannot claim he has no part of it. 


In the first place the murderer of the student has to be apprehended, as 
well as those who sent him. It is absolutely necessary to uproot murder 
nests and inciters in Hebron and in the whole region. A PLO spokesman in 
Damascus boasted, as usual, that "Palestinian commandoes committed the 
murder as a reaction to provocations by Israeli settlers." There is hardly 
any difference between the announcement by the terrorist spokesman and that 
of Hebron's mayor following the murder. 


It is the incitement by the leaders which has intensified in the past year, 
that is the source of the deterioration. For many years the terrorists 
refrained from hitting Jews, knowing that any adverse action will be fol- 
lowed by a sharp reaction. Following the inciters, who think for some rea- 
son that the leash has been undone, come the bandits of Hebron and the 
region. Their predecessors carried out the massacre of 1929 and partici- 
pated in the murder of the Kfar ‘Etzyon people. Today's bandits throw 
rocks at Jewish cars, uproot trees, etc. On the eve of the murder an 
explosive charge was laid near the ancient Synagogue of Abraham which was 
recently reconstructed. Te bandits’ audacity has gotten to the point 
that the people of Qiryat Arba were returning home from morning prayers 

on 2 February, boys of an adjoining neighborhood threw rocks at then. 


In a meeting between the coordinator for the territories, Maj Gen Dani Mat 
and the people of Qiryat Arba, the latter demanded a "government reaction 
to the serious acts of the people of hebron."” According to reports, they 
demanded that the military authorities enlarge the boundaries of Qiryat 
Arba by confiscating land in the area and pushing for the growth of Qiryat 
Arba into a city with a large Jewish population. This demand, as their 
other demand to recover the ancient Jewish quarter in Hebron, where the 
young man died, should be addressed to the government, which decides on 
these matters. 


The security forces will probably do their best to find those who planned 
and carried out the murder. They will do so to warn the mayor and his 
colleagues to refrain from actions which may worsen the situation, as well 
as to convince the people of Hebron and the area that the authority of the 
military is still there to prevent the breaking of law and order. The mur- 
der calls for a strong hand according to all security rules. 
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ISRAEL 


DISCRETION IN LAND ACQUISITION IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA URGED 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 4 Feb 80 p 2 


[Editorial: "Member of Knesset Grofer Should be Reprimanded for His State- 
ments on Land Acquisition in Judea and Samaria") 





[Text] A secret has just been revealed, for those who did not know, that 
Israel is buying lands in Judea and Samaria from Arabs who are willing to 
sell. Since Jordan declared death for anyone selling land to Jews, it is 
obvious that no Arab will openly sell land except through third parties, 
i.e., intermediaries. The latter, of course, receive a percentage and 
commission. 


Member of Knesset Grofer, a member of the coalition, now declares in public, 
while voicing accusations, that something is wrong because of the commis- 
sions paid without going through budgetary procedures and the finance com- 
mittee. 


Before the establishment of the state, the national institutions bought 
Arab lands and paid higher commissions than now. No one then said anything, 
because land in the Land of Israel is a national issue. 


It seems that no one in the government pointed anything out to Member of 
Knesset Grofer. He said what he said in order to get back at Agriculture 
Minister Ariel Sharon who is involved in these deals. He never stopped to 
think that these declarations sabotage the whole effort of land, acquisi- 
tion because no Arab will be willing to sell land if the deal is publicized. 
It has already been reported that because of the publicity no more land is 
being sold to Jews in Judea and Samaria. 


A delicate matter such as this had better be first discussed in the govern- 
ment and other institutions without making it public only to achieve pub- 
licity and get back at the agriculture minister. The latter goal is 
apparently more important to Grofer than the goal of buying lands from 
Arabs for purposes of settlement. 


No one acceptable to the government has been empowered to reprimand Grofer 
and his likes for their lack of responsibility. This is part of the law- 
lessness that has spread in the Knesset and government since there is no 
leading hand for political and settlement matters. Everyone does as he or 
she pleases. 
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ISRAEL 


UNITED STATES F'.EXES MUSCLES FOLLOWING INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 25 Jan 80 p 2 
{Editorial: "United States Is Concerned Over Afghanistan Crisis" ] 


[Text] U.S. President Jimmy Carter clearly warned the Soviet Union in a 
speech to his nation, that any attempt on its part to take over the Persian 
Gulf and its oilfields will entail deployment of American military forces 
to defend the vital American interests. 


The warning was coupled with an [initiative] to register men aged 18-26 
so they can be drafted in case of total mobilization. The draft was 
abolished after the Vietnam war. 


In his speech, Carter said that the conquest of Afghanistan and the holding 
of 50 American hostages in Iran were “a serious challenge to the United 
States and other countries in the world." Oil imports to the United States 
will be curtailed because of the crisis. He proposed to other oil importing 
countries to cut down on their fuel imports. As to the Soviet provocation, 
he repeated that the Unite States will not give in to blackmail. He called 
on Persian Gulf countries to “establish a joint defense framework that 

will respect differing values and points of view, but which will strengthen 
the independence, security and prosperity of all countries." 


In reaction to Carter's speech, Soviet news agency TASS maintained that 

it is sheer demagoguery to suspect the USSR of expansionist aims toward 
the oil sources. This is simply an unfounded suspicion, [according to 
TASS]. On the other hand, [TASS said], the United States made declarations 
in the name of various countries as if they were American territory. A 
proof, in Moscow's view, that the policy of expansionism is practiced by 
the Americans. Soviet reaction is pretending to be the protector of 
countries and nations against American imperialism. 


Carter's speech was meant to raise the trust of Moslem nations, especially 
the oil producing countries, in the American might, and to assure them 

that the United States will not resort only to rebuke or economic deterrents, 
but, if necessary, will come to their defense with military force. Carter 
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promised that in coming weeks the "United States will strengthen its military 
and diplomatic relations with the Mediterranean and Persian Gulf countries." 
Their reaction is very important. 


Mr Carter also saw fit to say that the real danger to Iran is from the 
north and from the Soviet army in Afghanistan, and that “Iran's senseless 
dispute with the United States makes it difficult for its leaders to react 
to this danger." Washington is apparently willing to make up with Iran 
after the hostages are released, and to establish normal relations with 
Tehran. 


A positive response to Carter's call for strengthening military and diplo- 
matic ties with countries of the region and the Persian Gulf will probably 
entail certain demands, among them a one-sided position on the Palestinian 
issue. 


Since this could be inferred from what he said, he added a statement on 
Israeli-Arab relations: "The peace treaty between Israel and Egypt is a 
strategic accomplishment for the United States. It contributes to peace 

in the region and in the whole world. The United States is involved in 
negotiations to achieve autonomy for West Bank citizens, to solve all 

aspects of the Palestinian problem and to ensure Israel's peace and existence." 


The solution of “all aspects of the Palestinian problem" is most likely 

not along the pattern proposed by Israel. Apparently aware that one sentence 
regarding Israel's security is not enough, Carter ad-libbed: “Let no one 
doubt our commitment to Israel's security. In a few days, we will witness 
an historical event, when Israel completes one more phase of its withdrawal 
from the Sinai, at which point there will be an exchange of ambassadors 
between Israel and Egypt." 


President Carter's firm political stand, accompanied by a possibility of 
a general draft and military pacts with countries in tension areas, proves 
that the Afghan crisis prods the United States to show its might. 


Israel, together with Egypt, is a strategic achievement for the United 
States. As the president said, it has to convince American public opinion 
that Israel's security, within its borders, with sufficient armaments, 

can also contribute to peace in the whole region. 
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ISRAEL 


DEFENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN'S DECLARATIONS CRITICIZED 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 4 Feb 80 p 2 


[Editorial: "Weizman's Uncalled for Statement in Support of President 
Carter Denounced" } 


[Text] Defense Minister Ezer Weizman's declaration in support of President 
Carter aroused displeasure among American Jews and a reaction by the other 
presidential candidate, Edward Kennedy. The bitterness of Mr Ted Mann, 
president of the Presidents’ Assembly, ir well taken, since this is a very 
delicate matter for American Jewry and Weizman's intrusion is like that of 
an elephant's into a glass room. 


From his point of view these statements are part of what we refer to as 
“Weizman's mischief," which sometimes may be forgiven and at other times 
may not. His statements regarding the presidential elections in the United 
States are intolerable, because he entangles both Israel and American Jewry 
in a complex set of problems which had better be avoided. 


When negotiations between Israel and Egypt first started, Weizman declared, 
no more and no less, that it is doubtful that this government really wanted 
peace. He thus jeopardize“ the government's prestige in the midst of com- 
plex and delicate negotiations. Recently he did the unheard of thing of 
inviting the Egyptian delegation to the autonomy talks to a cocktail party 
without coordinating the matter with the chairman of the ministerial com- 
mittee for autonomy or even letting him know. This is a seemingly minor 
matter, but it only shows that the man is walking on delicate glass wearing 
spiked shoes. 


His struggle these days for the defense budget is conducted with threats 

of resignation and creation of crises. This way is far from fair and 
desirable. A survey shows him popular vs. Prime Minister Begin. He is 
even mentioned as the latter's heir. But precisely because of this, it is 
only right for him to show a sense of national and political responsibility 
and to stop all those spontaneous moves and unrestrained declarations which 
do Israel a lot of harm. 
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ISRAEL 


WAR OF THE GENERALS REVIEWED 
Tel Aviv AL~HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 28 Dec 79 p 3 


[Article: "Maj Gen Tal Remains Silent in Spite of Vicious Attacks by 
Lieutenant General (Reserves) Gur"] 


[Text] The last 2 weeks were full of storms, attacks and...curses. Mota 
Gur, the former chief of staff, opened a crusade, verging on character 
assassination. He started an unrestrained attack against Maj Gen Tal. 
The latter, being in uniform, is prevented from responding in the same 
manner. At first, Mota Gur supposedly attacked the decision to establish 
a field command and reorganize the IDF, but it became clear very quickly 
that his real target was Maj Gen Tal and that his goal was to ensure that 
Tal is not appointed as the next chief of staff. 


Gur mailed two letters to the press, appeared on television (on "Moked") 
and has been making almost daily statements that Tal is a national disaster. 
There have been 2 weeks of terrible accusations, and, unfortunately, with 
the exception of a few papers, no one came out in defense of Tal. The 
public heard, raised eyebrows in surprise and returned to its complacency. 


It is possible that even this author would have remained indifferent, as 
he would not dare barge into a dispute on a field command-~a dispute which 
is purely military. However, Gur abandoned the theoretical debate and 
joined the bandwagon of personal attacks, hitting in all directions. 


It is possible that this author would not have dared say anything had not 
one officer told him [the following story]: "As Israel Tal entered a 
central command camp in major general's uniform one day, one of the guards 
asked the officer: ‘Did he really enlist?’ '‘Yes,' said the officer. 

"But Mota Gur says he [Tal] should not have been allowed to be an officer!'" 


"Mota Gur's media activity caused considerable damage to the IDF and created 
a seriously negative image for the command," the same officer says bitterly. 
"We have never had a chief of staff who attacked the IDF so bitterly. 

There have always been frictions in the high command. This is natural. 

It is obvious. But expose it all in this manner? What would Mota Gur have 
said if before his appointment as chief of staff there was such a public 
debate on his image as a soldier?" 
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Why Was Gur in the Histadrut Building? 


The same officer continued: "I have been in the IDF for 20 years. I have 
seen quite a few wars. Let us imagine that a discussion on the question of 
whether Mota should be chief of staff opened with the following question: 
What was Gur doing on top of the Histadrut building during the Six Day 
War? While commanders such as Raful, Gonen, Tzipor and others were with 
their divisions commanding the fighting forces, this man sat in his office, 
directing the battle from there. And with the conquest, when the fighting 
was over, he rushed to the old city to reap the fruits of acclaim! And 
let us forget how he directed the battle and how men were killed who shoulc«. 
not have been. 


"I could add more stories on the Mitlah Battle during the Sinai Campaign, 
and the battle on the south of the Strip. But because of respect for the 
dead I w.1l not continue describing these battles. For example, some of 
the posts in Jerusalem, for which there was no reason to fight, because they 
would have surrendered anyway, like all other Arab Legion posts. If you 
knew this and other similar stories, would you have selected him as chief 

of staff? Would you follow him to battle? 


"Tal did not spare his tongue and bitterly criticized Gur's Jerusalem 
battle. Since then relations between the two have been very strained. 
Mota knows Tal's attitude toward him. Why would [Gur] not meet an officer 
who recently left the IDF and is now a civilian, hear what he has to say 
and how he sees the ‘great show’ of Mota Gur?" 


What is it that motivates Gur to throw fire and brimstones at Tal? What 
are his reasons? A man from the street who sees Gur on television and who 
knows that the man was chief of staff can easily be convinced that the 
whole thing is true; everything is gospel. Is Gur concerned about the IDF? 
About the people? Or maybe about himself only? 


Dado Wanted To Fire Gur 


Says David (not his real name): "Tal is not the only one who does not 
respect Gur. The late David El‘azar (Dado) also did not respect him and on 
a certain occasion even suggested to the defense minister that Gur was not 
fit to be commander in the IDF. He even demanded that Gur be fired and 
insisted that the matter be officially recorded. The incident is kept 
secret, but 2 months later Gur went to Washington as military attache. 

It was clear to everyone that this was the end of his military career. It 
was only because of the Six Day War, when the chief of staff and his deputy 
resigned, Maj Gen Gonen was fired, Maj Gen Mandler was killed and Maj Gen 
Magen died of a heart attack that there was no courage to choose the hard 
way and appoint one of the major generals who had fought in the war. Mota 
Gur was brought back, not because of his outstanding performance during 

the war, but because of his absence from it. 
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The debate with Weizman regarding Gur remaining in Washington is irrelevant. 
Even the minister was swept into a cheap dispute that is not to the point. 
The press condemned everyone. They call it "the war of the generals." 

Are we witnessing two quarreling generals? Are they arguing? One of them 
raises a fuss while the other is in uniform, silent and hurt. One editorial 
says that Weizman should be more polite. Why is this not requested of Gur? 


"The trouble is that Gur is using the late Dado as a dead weapon (like the 
oil weapon), and talks about ‘the rewards of friendship,’ ‘comradeship 

of soldiers,’ etc. It is difficult to conceive of two who are more opposite 
to each other than Mota Gur and the late David El'azar." 


Tal's Resignations 


Gur talks about subordination. In 1970, at the height of the War of 
Attrition, Maj Gen Tal was to receive the southern command, but strongly 
opposed chief of staff Chaim Bar-Lev's concept on the defense line (the 
Bar-Lev line). He turned down the offer and resigned. Mota Gur wrote in 
MA'ARIV: "Since he did not accept the authority of the system, unless the 
chief of staff accepted his conditions for organizational changes that he 
deemed absolutely necessary, he left the army fighting!" In a personal 
letter to Tal, which was published in DAVAR, he continues along the same 
note: "For me, personally, your position was a turn for the better. 
Because of your refusal to command in the south, I was appointed Major 
General in the north." The country is undergoing a difficult war of 
attrition. Every day one or two soldiers are killed. Tal refuses to 
accept the southern command unless his proposals for changes in the famous 
Bar-Lev line are adopted, because he is convinced he can thus prevent some 
soldiers from dying. Tal foregoes a promotion because of an inept military 
concept and all Gur can talk about is a personal turn for the better for 
himself. 


In 1977 Dayan demanded that Maj Gen Tal follow an order which was intended 
to warm up the Sinai front and to renew the war with Egypt. According to 
Tal, this was an illegal order since the government had not decided on it. 
Tal resigned again and in both cases on a moral point. Refusing such an 
order is a credit to him! He should be proud of it! 


Mota's Role in the Litani Operation 


On the other hand, Mota Gur is proud to tell AL-HAMISHMAR readers that he 
bombed Jordanian villages without having an order to do so, in retaliation 
for some terrorist activity, without distinguishing between the guilty and 
the innocent. This author could quote “selected passages" relating to Gur's 
morality in the Litani Operation. But he restricts himself to a quotation 
from what the present chief of staff told him during a recent interview: 

"I was not yet chief of staff at the time of the Litani Operation, but I 

was on location and because of me some villages and people were spared. 

I was there personally and did not participate in the killing. While I 

was there four Skyhawks loaded with bombs flew over. I sent them back home. 
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I did not allow houses to be demolished by tanks. If there are any ambiguous 
issues relating to directives, there is a chief of staff. Mota is very 
proud of the Litani Operation and praises himself unashamedly!" 


Gur accuses Tal of preferring the armored units to all others. It may be 
recalled that Tal nurtured the force until March 1969 as chief officer. 

It was his duty to develop the force! Can he be accused of being success- 
ful? When he left the force (at that date), he was replaced by Maj Gen 
Avraham Adan (Bren) who stayed in that position until the Yom Kippur War. 
Why are complaints not addressed against him? Was it Tal's duty to prepare 
the tanks against the Sagger missiles, or was he to see to it that field 
glasses were available? 


In another context Gur claims that Tal caused the deterioration of the 
infantry. Since the end of the Six Day War its commanders were: Davidi, 
Raful and Shaked. Why are all complaints directed at Tal and not at them? 
Mota also claims that "he (Tal) had the most important job in the IDF and 
had the most responsibility: deputy chief of staff."' Chaim Bar-Lev was 
put in charge of the IDF after the Six Day War and served until January 1972. 
He was followed by the late El'azar (Dado). The two cover the period 
between the two wars. Tal headed the operation division for only 1 year 
and 9 months. Why does Gur :.ot address his complaints against those who 
were in key positions for 5-6 years? Is it at all possible to change or 
rehabilitate the infantry in 21 months? Is this a valid complaint?! 


The Agranat Committee Ruling 


Mota Gur shoots from the hip, assuming that Israel's memory is extremely 
short. The majority, regrettably so, accepts things as they are said, 
assuming that the chief of staff knows it all. 


Gur reaches the epitome c° audacity when he talks about the Agranat committee. 
It was Maj Gen Tal who pointed out, implored, warned and claimed in meetings 
of the high command that a war was about to break out. The facts are known. 
Can it really be that Gur does not know that? He did read and study the 
report--as he claims. And if Tal is not innocent, how is Dayan innocent? 
Gur does not say one bad word about him! The Agranat report points out that 
Tal claimed on 30 September, in a meeting of the high command, that all 
signs point to the fact that the Syrians are getting ready for war and not 
a retaliatory action for the 13 downed planes; that Hafez Assad received 
new TU-62 tanks; that Syria completed setting up its anti aircraft system; 
that the Syrian Army is on the alert; that the Syrians received a Russian 
opinion that they can conquer the Golan Heights; that the Egyptian Army 

was on the front line in the midst of a large exercise; and that the 
Syrians were prepared to be hit behind the lines, and were getting ready 

to sweep the Golan Heights. Tal demanded that a tank battalion with M109 
tanks be sent to the Golan in addition to an armored car unit and that the 
reserves be called. Tal was the exception in that critical meeting. 

After the meeting, he continued to try to convince Maj Gen Ze'ira and his 
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deputy Arye Shalev--to no avail. Fortunately, the next day, 1 October, 
Division 7 headed by Yanush was sent to the Golan Heights. It was the one 
to stop the Syrians. 


But Mota Gur knows all that, since he read and studied the report. Or 
could it be that he did not read it and depends on the fact that these 
details have been forgotten? All this is known from that part of the 
Agranat committee report which was made public. Gur behaves as if there 
was no such committee or that its conclusions were irrelevant. 


It was Yiga'el Yadin who said: "This is lynching of one of our best officers. 
This is libel. The Agranat committee investigated Maj Gen Tal for days on 
end. It even commended him for the warning. Aluf Tal was found totally 
innocent and spotless." Gur. replies that this indeed is his misgiving about 
the committee, that it found the chief of staff guilty and his deputy 
innocent. There were officers regarding whom the committee reached personal 
conclusions. There were officers that the committee suggested to investi- 
gate, but Tal was found completely spotless. 


But if Mota Gur claims that he examined and studied the lessons of the war, 
who can disprove him? Gur assumes the role of a judge. Who made you judge, 
Gur? Are you authorized to judge? To condemn? To acquit? It has yet to 
be decided that all officers of the Yom Kippur War are guilty and should 

be fired. But Mota Gur writes: "Let the reader not be surprised that when 
the committee examined the role of the high command, it ignored for some 
reason the direct and undivided responsibility of deputy chief of staff 

Maj Gen Tal for all that pertained to total mobilization." Gur decided 

that Tal is guilty and that is it. 


What Drives Mota? 


The question of what drives Gur is extremely bothersome. This author 
repeatedly read what he wrote and fails to understand. One politician 
friend claims that according to Gur's expectations the Alinement will be 
voted in in 2 years’ time. Gur has given up on being prime minister then, 
but is eyeing the Defense Ministry. If by then Maj Gen Tal is appointed 
chief of staff, Gur will have a problem. He will not be able to fire a 
newly appointed chief of staff. On the other hand he will not be able to 
work with a chief of staff who is way above him intellectually, and with 
whom he is on bad terms. He is already doing his best to get rid of that 
obstacle. 


Gur also wants to show the Labor Party people that in spite of his being 

a new member, he is a courageous soldier who is not scared to go to war 

and thus overshadow his colleagues Herzog and Levinson who joined the party 
with him. This, of course, is a politician's version. Truthfully it could 
be accepted or rejected. This author is willing to believe it, when it 
concerns Gur. 
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Yossi Sarid described Gur as follows: "He runs the Tal Operation the way 
he ran the Litani Operation--a lot of fire, too much force, unrestrained 
belligerence, without any objective need or justification caused by circum- 
stances." 


Embarrassed IDF 


Between debates held in public, the IDF is bleeding; morale is going down- 
hill. The chief of staff and the defense minister who decided on the 
appointment get blasted by Gur. The IDF morale was criticized even without 
Gur. Everyone in the IDF knows who in the [general] staff is for a field 
command and who opposes it. 


Gur blasted the media for 2 weeks, and the government was silent. If at 
were not for a question of Minister Burg, it is doubtful that the defense 
minister would have bothered to come to the defense of the accused and to 
respond in kind. 


It is quite correct to disc:iss concepts, doctrines, war methods. After 
the Yom Kippur War, the IDF became exposed to criticism, some contructive, 
some not. On the whole, it is desirabie that the IDF not be taboo for 
discussion in a democratic country. But the kind of lynching that Gur 

is carrying out against Tal is not a discussion. 


For the time being there is a cease-fire. Between whom? Will both sides 
[break it]? Are we in the midst of a war of generals? Or maybe this is 
a personal hate campaign which destroys everything and confronts a major 
general in uniform who has no choice but to take the blow and remain 
silent. 
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ISRAEL 


"PEACE NOW' MOVEMENT CRITICIZED 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 25 Jan 80 p 2 


(Editorial: "Condemnation of Peace Now and Other Leftist Organizations 
Is Not the Answer to the Palestinian Problem" ] 


[Text] In his meeting with Jewish reporters the Israeli ambassador to 
France criticized the "Peace Now" movement. He said that the latter has 
been visiting various countries, criticizing the government and maligning 
Israel outside its borders. It was jeopardizing our security while we are 
engaged in negotiations on autonomy. The group has so far visited Belgiun, 
Sweden and the Scandinavian countries, with the goal of criticizing the 
Israeli government's settlement policy. The delegation serves leftist 
circles, which, as is well known, are demanding the withdrawal of Israel 
from Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip. 


It is not sufficient for "Peace Now" people to demonstrate against settlers 
in the Land of Israel here. Their lack of restraint in criticizing Israeli 
policy reaches Sadat. They use a cowering tone to tell him things that 
sound like flattery on the one hand and condemnation on the other. 


This movement is now trying its luck among Jewish circles in the diaspora. 

According to the Israeli ambassador to France, the group reportedly is now 

trying to find "moderate" PLO people who are willing to establish a country 
of their own and to pledge not to fight Israel. 


These are members of leftist parties from MAPAM, SHELI and other organiza- 
tions, who, under the guise of discharged unaffiliated soldiers, demonstrate, 
meet with foreign politicians, and are now trying to meet Jews in the 
diaspora in order to ruin relationships between them and Israel. The 

Israeli left, some of whose people even met with PLO leaders, is actively 
criticizing the Israeli government overseas, and this is taken as a condemna- 
tion of all of Israel. The enemy will undoubtedly use the criticism of 
"Peace Now" to its own ends. 


In Israel itself there are signs of unruliness and attempts at illegally 
not serving in the armed forces. Recently 27 high school students told 
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the defense minister that they would refuse to serve beyond the green line 
because they “oppose the conquest and the subjugation of the Palestinian 
people." The presence of the IDF in the territories means for them perma- 
nent conquest. They claim that there are many more who refuse to serve 

in the territories, but that they decided to publicize their views to the 
point of willingness to serve jail terms, as others, who refused to serve, 
did in the past. 


It can be assumed that the defense system will overcome this difficulty, 
as it did in the past. But there is a connection between an incitement 
campaign of ‘Peace Now" and other such organizations and the audacity of 
young boys who try to dictate where they will or will not serve in the 

defense of the country. As if the "sportsmanship" of the rioters of Um 
el-Fahm ard other locations within the green line distinguish, in their 
hatred of Jews, between people of Gush Emunim end those of "Peace Now." 


It is not difficult to incite in an unrestrained way, here or abroad. 
Leftist organizations do so both overtly ana covertly. But their deeds 
cannot be ignored. They shculd be presented as is. They support the enemy 
with their condemnation. The enemy is only too happy to hear Jews criticize 
the country of the Jews for “subjugating'’ Arabs. They are happy to see 
young people resisting the draft because of this. This phenomenon has to 


be fought. 
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ISRAEL 


EQUITABILITY OF BUDGETARY CUTS DISCUSSED 
Jerusalem HAMODI'A in Hebrew 24 Jan 80 p 2 
(Editorial: "The Challenge of Equitable Cuts Within a Limited Budget") 


[Text] On 27 January the government is to decide on the dispute between 
Finance Minister Hurvitz and Construction and Housing Minister David Levi 
regarding the budget. The dispute is not just a matter of numbers. It 
shows basic differences in approaches, even though everyone has the same 
goal. The question is whether or not all goals can be achieved simultane- 
ously--stem inflation, ensure employment and continue to develop the 
economy. 


The finance minister need not be envied. He is afraid of a "blackbird" 
image which may scare everyone by what may happen shortly. The cuts that 
Hurvitz initiated should not scare the population provided that the knive 
only cuts away the fat that has accumulated, without reaching the live 
tissue. The knife is frightful when it seems that the order of priorities 
is somewhat distorted. Even without being explicit it seems that there 
are two schools of thought in the government. One is represented by Mr 
Hurvitz. It is no accident that its supporters are from among the Liberals 
in Likud. The other is represented by David Levi and it represents that 
part of the population which feels that it should not be the first victim 
of restraints and cuts, since they might cut into the flesh itself. But 
no one is willing to call a spade a spade. Two totally opposing points of 
view are being debated. 


The Likud government is now struggling with a bad heritage. Its predeces- 
sors created conditions of false affluence. Cells of parasites were nur- 
tured. The government machinery was made cumpersome and in many areas 
represents laziness with all its implications. Expenses grew tremendously. 
Institutions, plants and offices added to the beaurocracy with no concern 
to relevance. The attitude was of the-more-the-better. No one thought of 
the future and of the consequences of a uselessly cumbersome apparatus. 


It is doubtful whether this kind of wasteful regime can continue under 
normal circumstances. Observers from the outside have always warned of 
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the "7 lean years" which are to come. But no one listened until inflation 
came and exposed it all. Inflation, too, is a result of a chain of mis- 
takes. Today everyone admits that the problem has to be tackled directly. 
Cuts have to be made and people have to be returned to sanity in order to 
cease this dance in a fool's paradise. People have to be told that the 
festival of granting favors to each and everyone who is strong enough to 
demand them is over. 


The question is where does one start and who is first in line? Everyone 
can agree to a budget ceiling of IL405 billion. The question is how to 
divide up this national pie. Is it preferrable to tax those who can pay 
even higher? Should one be miserly when it comes to favors to industry, 
to producers, tv farmers and all those who up to new took as much of the 
pie as they could lay their hands on? Or should the budget for social 
betterment be cut? It is no easy task to decide. There is extra fat all 
over. A selective unbiased examination is needed. It is doubtful whether 
this was done before the finance minister divied up the budget. This 
apparatus too works according to routine ruies from which it cannot extract 
itself. 


Decisions are harder when both sides are right. Therefore a more balanced 
approach and better defined rules are needed in order to divide up the 
burden among various segments of the population. It is inconceivable that 
the weak segment, that has not arrived at high standard of living, should 
be the first to contribute, whereas the richer segment should stay with a 
lesser contribution. In defense of the finance minister, it should be said 
that he has created the psychological mood to fight inflation. It appears 
from current observation, however, that for the time being [the call for] 
contribution is limited to the weak segments only. The latter have started 
to take the pound seriously. This attitude cannot be found among segments 
that can lower their standard of living without suffering too much. If the 
government finds a way to balance the load, it could manage with the planned 
budget without hurting that part of the population that needs its help. 


Children's Allotment Are Not To Be Cut 


The idea to cut children's allotments was totally wrong to begin with. 

This should have been the very last item to be cut as part of the war on 
inflation, not only because of the bad impression it creates, but especially 
because the saving seems negligible as compared with the damage. To make 
things worse, taxation on high income has not yet been enacted. 


Cutting out children's allotments was interpreted, and rightly so, as an 
attempt to tax children. The government decided on these allotments with 
the idea of making it easy for families and encourage young families to 
grow. Cutting out or lowering these allotments means a shock to families 
at a time when expenses are on the rise. They are hurt from both ends. 


National Insurance collects premiums from the whole population. Its pay- 
outs are eroded when it acts according to the Finance Ministry's directives. 
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It loses its meaning and distorts the goal it was charged with. The public 
has a lot of complaints about how allotments are calculated. Those with 
higher incomes, who pay more, are the losers in the long run. But there 

is a certain amount of justification for that, since National Insurance took 
upon iteelf some welfare roles in a system of mutual insurance. But when 
this role is taken away from it, some questions resurface. 


Children's allotments were set as a substitute for income tax calculations. 
What is the justification for undoing steps which were part of the reform, 
especially when the Finance Ministry rejects the idea of raising marginal 
taxes on higher incomes. It is impossible to hold both ends of the rope. 


Children's allotments should have been last on the list, if there still was 
a need to save. A miniscule raise of income tax on high incomes will more 
than take care of the allotments. Is it true that here, too, the two 
schools are acting against each other? 


Mr Hurvitz would like to succeed in his job. But when he latches on to 
petty details such as children's allotments, without being sensitive to 
the social implication thereof, he may fail. He may then find himself 
against a united front, without heed to coalition or opposition. He may 
find himself facing total opposition. It is just as well that he rescind 
this bad idea. 
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ISRAEL 


BUDGETARY CUTS SEEN NECESSARY 
Jerusalem HAMODI'A in Hebrew 3 Feb 80 p 2 


[Editorial: "Further Cuts in the Budget Are Mandatory, Difficult as They 
May Be") 


[Text] Defense Minister Weizman is really worried over Israel's security. 
His stand regarding budget cuts stems understandably from the feeling, 
shared by many, that even after peace with Egypt, Israel needs defensive 
means which will thwart any attempt at war from any direction. With all 
the trust he has in Egypt's good intentions, and he was one of the first 
people to be swept by the Egpytian initiative, he cannot absolve himself 
from the responsibility to be prepared for any eventuality. The defense 
budget is undoubtedly the indicator according to which the needs of the 
country and the strengthening of its military can be planned. At the same 
time it is doubtful that Mr Weizman has the right to attack the responsi- 
bility of his colleagues in the government regarding this issue, even if 
they are not in charge of the defense budget. Therefore, he should accept 
the government's decision and not create a crisis because of it. 


The government set a limit on the budget, as per the finance minister's 
demand. This limit of IL405 billion is not in any way holy. But under 
the circumstances, pubiic expenditures have to be restrained in order to 
step inflation. There is a need to be cruel, to cut everywhere possible. 
The economy will feel the cuts. Some segments of the population will be 
affected. 


There is a feeling that with all parts of the budget the burden should 

fall on everyone. This is an emergency. When it comes to the defense 
budget there is some doubt that the cuts may endanger Israel's ability to 
withstand a test. It is also natural that the person responsible for mili- 
tary preparedness will try to attain the maximum in order to remove any 
doubt. But he also has to exhaust all avenues of saving without damaging 
the defense capability of the country. The citizens are not quite con- 
vinced that there is no more room for further saving and more efficiency 
in running this big defense machine. The defense system is no longer 
immune to criticism as it once was. 
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Anyone whose sense of responsibility is more acute has to show more sensi- 
tivity to the need to set clear-cut limits which should not be exceeded, 
The fact is that after the defense minister said what he said, other minis- 
ters also started to demand their "pound of the budget." Mr Weizman, 

Mr Levi as well as Mssre Hammer and Katz ought to show more flexibility, 
more ability to maneuver, in order to ensure the vital needs and set the 
order of priorities for less vital needs. There is no doubt that it is 
still possible to find expenditures and activities which we can do without, 
at least in times of emergency. 


The government will have to make a decision, since the economic committee 
could not, and since all attempts bo bridge the gaps have failed. This 
resolution has to be arrived at without any crisis. No member of the coali- 
tion is suspected of lack of patriotism, not for the economic and social 
needs of the country [end of sentence unreadable]. 
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ISRAEL 


CHILDREN'S ALLOTMENTS ARE NOT TO BE CUT 
Tel Aviv HATZOFEH in Hebrew 25 Jan 80 p 2 
[Editorial: "The NRP Vehemently Opposes Cuts in Children's Allotments") 


[Text] The NRP Knesset delegation supports the finance minister's budget 
proposals, with minor adjustments here and there. It has, however, demanded 
not to cut children's allotments, which ray hurt the economic posture of 
young couples. There is a vital need to enable economic stabilization of 

a young family, without any cuts. 


This NRP position of principle has wide support in the Knesset and in the 
government. Even the finance minister said that he is reevaluating the 
various resources so these cuts can be avoided. This saving should not 
have been considered to begin with. Its benefit is limited and its damage 
is high. The cut is crucial for young families. It is just as well that 
this issue is being reexamined. 


There are a number of ways to find the necessary funds. Increases and cuts 
of other items will also Lave to be considered. The need for children's 
allotments is so obvious that even under this strained budget they cannot 
be cut. 


According to the finance minister's announcement, there is a real chance 
that cuts in children's allotments will not be made after all. 
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ISRAEL 


WORKERS IN ESSENTIAL SERVICES BECOME THE EXPLOITERS OF THE ECONOMY 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 31 Jan 80 p 9 
[Article by S.Z. Avramov: "Rebellion of the Exploiting Class"] 


[Text] A 9-year study by the Institute for Reserach on work and produc- 
tivity for 1970-1979 reveals that the real average wage for that period 
of time rose by 22 percent, while the average wage in the Electric Com- 
pany, Resources Company, and other monopolistic enterprises rose by 

74 percent. The average wage of industrial workers in the same period 
rose by 29 percent, fromatotal of 7,950 pounds to 10,250 pounds, while 
the wage of Electric Company workers rose from 11,650 pounds to 20,000 
pounds, all at 1970 prices (HA'ARETZ 14 October 1979). In DAVAR 

(28 January) it was reported that "the wages of workers who struck yes- 
terday are the highest in the economy," and that the average wage of a 
worker for the Electric Company is more than 34,000 pounds. This figure 
does not include free electricity, a free vehicle, etc. 


It was also reported that the average wage of a worker in the port of 
Haifa is 29,000 pounds, in the port of Ashdod 27,000 pounds, and in Eilat 
31,000 pounds. In the Airport Authority, more than half the workers are 
receiving more than 20,000 pounds per month, and a quarter of the workers 
more than 32,000 pounds. People with these incomes--who call themselves 
"Strong unions"--struck at the beginning of this week, and severed Israel's 
air and sea links with the rest of the world. The heads of these unions 
took the initiative for they were unable to depend upon "those who expect 
firings," or the miserable production workers. Thus, it was a strike of 
the satisfied and strong. 


How were two classes created among the wage earners--one which is the 
decisive majority of the workers, whose wage is rather modest but generally 
in keeping with the ability of the economy; and the second, which is a 
minority, whose wage is double and triple [that of the majority] exceeds 
-the means of the enterprise and the contribution of the worker to that 
enterprise? Is it possible that a worker for the Electric Company should 
receive a wage double that of his colleague in an industry which fulfills 
an identical function, which is similar or parallel and requires the same 
level of training and experience? Is it possible that a port worker should 
receive a salary equal to that of a senior official in the government 
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service who bears great responsibility, or a professor who reaches this 
level after decades of training? 


One can talk around these questions, but the answer to all of them is: 

it is possible, because a change has occurred in the class struggle. To- 
day the class struggle is between the majority of the wage earners and 
the minority. This is the minority which is centered in an essential and 
monopolistic service, and which, because it is at a nerve center of the 
economy, has developed into an influential and aggressive class. 


The socialist model of class division has not withstood the test of 
[fidelity]. As the trade unions became stronger, their bargaining power 
increased. and they came to enjoy significant benefits. On the other hand, 
the trade union was aware of its limits, for exaggerated demards could 
destroy the enterprise which was exposed to competition. Justi as the 
union knew its limits, the employer knew that the future of his plant 
depended upon the welfare of his employees. 


In this way a balance was struck between the two factors which were strug- 
gling over the "pie," and the ideas of exploiter and exploited became 
blurred. It is no wonder then that for decades there have not been any 
shocks in the manufacturing sector. Labor relations have been stable 
because the joint interest is the basis of the existence of the enter- 
prise in a condition of competition with other enterprises. 


The frequent shocks which visit state-owned enterprises and essential 
services, which have the common denominator of being monopolistic, are 

a clear manifestation of the class struggle in modern times. In this 
struggle, the wage earners in the monopolistic enterprises are the 
exploiters, for the extraordinary benefits which they have gained have 
not come through their abilities or industry, but rather because of their 
stranglehold on the ecovomy. In contrast, the exploited class, which is 
the decisive majority of the wage earning public, is employed in enter- 
prises which are exposed to competition at home and abroad. The more the 
economy develops, the more it depends on the [monopolistic] centers, and 
it is sufficient for one center to be paralyzed for there to be broad 
paralysis of social ani economic activities. 


In other words, the concentration of power in a small group of workers 
within a monopolistic enterprise gives it power to gain benefits above 
and beyond the capacity of the enterprise and above and beyond the con- 
tribution of the workers. The enormous deficits of El1-Al and the Elec- 
tric Company have not restrained the workers from holding the country by 
the throat to get what they want. The result is that he who can do the 
most damage gets the most benefits. Im economic terms, the exploiting 
class whose power to inflict damage is enormous, imposes a tax on all of 
society. Democracy has not yet devised the tools for protecting the pub- 
lic from this type of exploitation. The reason is that the working public 








has not yet exposed the identity of the exploiting class, and it is still 
under the illusion that any group of workers, even the most exploitative, 
is considered by virtue of its being a group of workers to be within the 
exploited class. 


The strength of the exploiting class prevents the economy from being effi- 
cient, and nurtures mediocrity. They are not afraid of being fired. When 
they proclaimed their strike, they announced that unlike the workers in the 
manufacturing sector, they did not expect firings. This class is so sure 
of its strength that it is not deterred from breaking the law and ignoring 
court decrees. Workers of the Electric Company refuse to pay income tax on 
the value of the electricity which they receive for free, and the govern- 
ment is unable to change the law. In short, the exploiting class holds 

a mortage on the country, extorts incredible benefits from it, damages 
public morality, and shows that the power to inflict damage makes them 
greater, and thereby receives more. 


The impressive appearance of the exploiting class on Sunday of this week, 
and its ability to paralyze essential services and to isolate the country 
from th2 external world, have rendered the leadership of the Histadrut in 
confusion. It did not initiate and organize this demonstration. In order 
to challenge the government, it would prefer to align itself with the 
exploited class, and not attach itself to a class whose image is not 
attractive. The "strong unions” long ago freed themselves from the con- 
trol of the Histadrut, and Histadrut leaders have wasted themselves in 
trying to influence the “strong unions." The Histadrut has been confronted 
with a fait accompli, and its response exposed itself in all of its naked- 
ness. It is known that the Histadrut's attempts to revolutionize the work- 
ing community at large have failed, and in contrast the "strong unions” 
have shown their strength and have achieved in their sphere what the 
Histadrut failed to achieve in its sphere. 


As could be expected, only Mapam and Rakah have given their blessing to 

the "strong unions” for having fulfilled the commandment of strike, accord- 
ing to the laws of the class struggle. But responsible factors within 

the coordinating committee are confused. Mr Yisrael Kaysar, who dared to 
ask the airport workers not to strike so as not to cut off air links with 
the rest of the world, received a negative response. In this situation, 
the coordinating committee cannot approve or disapprove the strike, and 

it has settled for an "expression of understanding for the motives of the 
strike." Thus, it has demanded that the government impose “equality of 
burden," to insure employment, etc. 


If only the Histadrut were faithful to its original mission, for then it 
would condemn the strike of the "strong unions," and would demand that the 
government deal with them with a strong arm, as required by law. If only 
it saw itself as the shield of the exploited class, it would demand 
“equality of burden," which would mean equalization of the wages of the 
"strong unions" with those of the production workers, of course taking 
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into account ability and training, or at least freezing the wages of the 
"strong" until the wages of the production workers approached theirs. 

If only it were alert to the problems of reality, and freed from petri- 
fied concepts, then it would expose the identity of the exploiting class, 
condemn it, and come to grips with it, so as to free the people from 

the oppressive mortage which it bears. The Histadrut missed the oppor- 
tunity to seize the rod of leadership, and instead of standing alongside 
the majority of the wage earning public, it stumbled and was dragged. 

The exploiters mocked it, while the exploited remained without leadership. 


The silence of the Labor Party is surprising, for the governments of Golda 
Meir and Yitshaq Rabin suffered greatly from the "strong unions." The 
failure of the Labor Party to stand up to the strong unions was one of 

the factors in its defeat in May 1977. The problem plagued the party when 
it was in power and it will plague it when it returns to power, for the 
"strong unions" do not discriminate among parties; they have but one goal, 
which is to get maximum benefits at the expense of the public, under any 
circumstances. No less surprising is the position of the Likud delegation 
in the Histadrut. The heads of the "strong unions" are on the committee 
of E1-Al ground crews, they are among Dead Sea workers, and the postal 
engineering workers unit; all of them are Likud members, and they are lead- 
ing the militance, while ignoring the law. Their audacity is unrestrained. 


The problem of the "strong unions" is a plague for the country; it is not 
the problem of this or that government, but is a national problem which 
requires a solution based upon a national consensus. The beginning of any 
solution involves the identification of the "strong ones" as the exploiting 
class. This process requires that the government and the Histadrut take a 
position on the side of the production workers, and against the work tax 
imposed by the exploiting class. Preparation of public opinion will lead to 
legislation which will give the worker in Israel effective defense egainst 
those who would exploit him. 
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ISRAEL 


STUDY OF JERUSALEM TALMUD 
Jerusalem HAMODI'A in Hebrew 3 Feb 80 p 2 
{[Editorial: "Agudat Israel Convention Assessed" ] 


[Text] On Tu-BiShvat [February 15 of the Hebrew calendar which is Arbor 
Day], when the wells of Torah start flowing from every Jewish soul, had a 
particular significance this year from the Torah point of view. The sixth 
theological assembly adopted a resolution which was proposed by the greatly 
revered Rabbi of Gur. The resolution was enthusiastically received by wide 
circles of Torah students who are not studying the Jerusalem Talmud in 
addition to the daily portion of the Babylonian Talmud. 


The great Rabbi of Lublin, the late Rabbi Me'ir Shapira, introduced the 
great resolution which was adopted in Jewish circles all over, even beyond 
Agudat Israel. His initiative saved many a Talmudic chapter which was not 
studied up to then. The studying of the daily portion united the Jewish 
people. The idea of studying the Jerusalem Talmud has a number of impor- 
tant goals, not the least of which is to channel students to this work 
which up to now has not been popular. 


Our generation has been fortunate in that learning has sprouted. Torah 
study is now widespread. Our generation has been fortunate to see child- 
ren study the Torah. We have also been lucky to see continued traditional 
leadership. The sixth theological assemply was purely spiritual, devoid 

of any competition and jealousy, which are part of any political convention. 
The assembly proved the strength of religious Jewry. This strength stems 
from total dedication to the Torah and from the desire to listen to the 
learned ones who are versed in the Torah and its observance. 


The assembly was fortunate enough to enact some very “mportant resolutions 
whose aim is to strengthen Torah study and observance, such as the resolu- 
tion to study the Jerusalem Talmud by all who qualify. This is particularly 
important for people from abroad who thereby will remember God and Jerusalem. 
Another important resolution is that proposed by the revered Rabbi of 
Wisznice regarding the study of "soul searching" in the book KHOVAT 
HALEVAVOT [Obligations of the Heart], whose goal is to strengthen the fear 
of God. 
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Even the Talmud's daily portion study, as enacted by the first theological 
assembly was not immediately accepted. It only received enthusiastic sup- 
port later on, when thousands, all over, adopted the idea. This is the 
fate of any new idea. Let us hope and wish that the new idea will be 
accepted everywhere, both by regular students as well as by those who study 
the Talmud occasionally. This will bring back the Jerusalem Talmud. Thus, 
all would contribute to make this assembly go down in history as an assem- 
bly of God. There is no more noble thing than the strengthening and 
dissemination of Torah study. It is said: "There is no Torah like Torah 
from Israel."' While we are waiting for redemption let us do all we can to 
deserve true redemption by the Messiah. 


8646 
CSO: 4805 


74 











JORDAN 


JORDAN'S FOREIGN LABOR PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 26 Feb 80 p 5 
[Interview with Jordan's Labor Minister by Suhayr Salti al-Tal] 


[Text] The removal of restrictions on the immigration of large numbers of 
foreign and non-Jordanian Arab workers and on the emigration of Jordanian 
workers has resulted in an extremely competitive labor market, one that 
threatens the livelihood of Jordanian workers. In addition to job competi- 
tion, the influx of foreign workers is creating social, health and other 
economic changes. Although opinions vary regarding the exact number of 
foreign workers in the country, they are understood to represent 40 nation- 
alities. In view of this new reality, AL-RA'Y sought governmental views on 
how the authorities plan to deal with the situation. Our first interview 
on this topic was with Dr ‘Umar al-Nabulsi, the minister of labor. 


[Question] At a time when foreign workers are entering Jordan in unprecedented 
numbers, it is estimated that 350,000 Jordanian workers are working outside 
Jordan. Why are Jordanian workers leaving the country? 


[Answer] The real motive is higher wages. Jordan, for many reasons, simply 
cannot compete with Saudi, Gulf or Libyan wages. Furthermore, because 
Jordanian workers have special skills and an excellent reputation, they are 
actively sought after. They are offered all manner of inducements, including 
high wages. Our business establishments and companies cannot compete with 
oil rich countries. Because of this, and despite the availability of jobs 
here, our workers continue to leave. 


[Question] Are there other main causes for this? For example, is the labor 
law itself an underlying cause? Is there a connection between the exodus 
and the work conditions prevailing here, such as inadequate insurance, 
fringe benefits and other matters? 


[Answer] Primarily the main reason is the high inducements offered by the 
oil-producing countries. Undoubtedly there are other causes, The cost of 
living in Jordan is one. If Jordanian workers are given adequate wages, 

they will not leave. I do not believe the items you mentioned are directly 


19 











or indirectly responsible for the emigration, This is not to say that our 
labor law does not need a review, The Labor Ministry, as we announced on 
frequent occasions, is working on a new labor law, The present law, however, 
does not include any provision that is either unfair to workers or contrary 
to accepted labor practices. 


[Question] In 1979, 27,333 foreign workers were registered [by the authori- 
ties}, an increase of 8,873 over the 1978 figure. In January, 1980, alone, 
2,737 entered the country. With the removal of restrictions on the emigration 
of Jordanian workers, the number of foreign workers entering Jordan is bound 
to increase. What is your position on this? 


[Question] Firs:, the door was never shut in the face of Jordanian workers 
seeking to leave the country. We had a few trial restrictions on workers 
attempting to go to Saudi Arabia. The experiment failed to stem the exodus; 
all we accomplished was to delay the processing of applications for departure. 
Unfortunately, during that period, some of the applicants were exploited by 
employers. The delay brought many complaints and created ill feelings in the 
labor community. I, therefore, decided to remove all restrictions and to 
seek a better solution, one that is in the interest of the workers and the 
national economy. We now believe that e better approach to the problem is 
through bilateral agreements with labor importing countries, agreements that 
are designed to safeguard the rights of the Jordanian worker. The agreerenrs 
will put limits on the number of workers allowed to enter the host countries 
without endangering our national economy. 


I wish to emphasize at this point, however, that the departure of Jordanian 
workers is not the sole reason for the influx of foreign workers. First, 
some of the increases in the number of foreign workers are only apparent. 
The number of non-Jordanian Arab and foreign workers is estimated at 70,000. 
The exact number will be known as soon as the latest census figures are 
revealed. 


The real reasons for the increase in the number of foreign workers include: 


l. The implementation in 1979 of several economic development projects by 
foreign companies which rely on foreign workers. The use of foreign workers 
as well as their wage levels were established by contract. One example is 
the housing village project being implemented by a Korean company. There are 
others. The reason these companies rely principally on foreign workers-- 
especially Koreans, Pakistanis, Indians and Sri Lonkans--is not solely due 

to lower labor costs, but to the fact that the projects involved require 
particular skills, which, most often, are not found in the local labor 
market. These include operators of heavy machinery, bulldozer drivers and 
other skills. 


2. The unrestricted entry of Syrian and Egyptian workers as a result of 
agreements entered into by Jordan under the auspices of the Arab League. 
Also, a number of Egyptian workers who enter Jordan on their way to Iraq-- 
which has an acute labor shortage--often change their mind and remain to 
work in Jordan. 
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One reason for the apparent upsurge in the number of foreign workers is that 
we now have better methods for keeping track of them, due in large measure 

to greater cooperation by Jordanian businessmen, employers, and labor 
organizations. In particular, large projects, where sizable number of foreign 
workers are employed, are adhering more closely to the provisions of our 
labor law by reporting more accurately on the number and status of foreign 
workers employed by them. The apparent increase, therefore, is due to better 
accounting methods and does not reflect a sudden influx of foreign workers. 
To illustrate, the number of work permits issued to non-Jordanian Arab and 
foreign workers includes renewals for workers who had entered the country 

in past years. 


The Labor Ministry has a'‘opted a series of measures which, while not barring 
the entry of foreign workers, will tie their number to the country's labor 
needs. The measures are so designed as not to harm the Jordanian labor 
market. The most important of these actions are: 


l. The issuance on 16 October 1979 of a new policy regulating the importatton 
and employment of foreign workers. A major provision of the policy prohibits 
the use of middlemen [agents] in the importation and employment of non- 
Jordanian Arab and foreign workers. It also prohibits the importatin of 
non-Arab foreign workers without prior authorization by the Labor Ministry. 
The policy also requires [non-Jordanian] Arab workers to register with an 
employment agency as soon as they enter the country. Work permits are then 
issued to them according to the Labor Ministry's regulations. The last 
provision of the new policy abolishes the automatic renewal of work permits 
and makes it subject to the labor law in effect at the time of renewal. The 
new policy went into effect on the day it was announced and continues in 
effect. 


2. Another feature of the recently adopted policies requires every company 
involved in the construction of development projects to fill no less than 25 
percent of its manpower needs from the Jordanian labor market. Projects in 
operation are requ'red to limit the number of foreign workers to a maximum 
of 50 percent of their total work force. The ministry will make periodic 
inspections to ensure adherence to this provision. 


3. The new labor policy stipulates equal pay for all workers performing the 
same job. 


4. “oreign workers passing through Jordan in transit to other countries will 
have their passports marked with a special stamp upon entry. This policy is 
being coordinated with the Interior Ministry and Jordanian security agencies. 


5. A committee with representatives from the Labor Ministry, the Interior 
Ministry, and Internal Security has been formed to study and monitor the 
status of foreign workers, and to cooperate with other governmental agencies 
in tightening up work permit procedures in general and establishing time 
limits and conditions for their issuance in particular. Violators of work 
permit provisions, particularly single workers who, as a class, cause more 
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drastic dislocations in the country's wage structure, will be deported. The 
Labor Ministry is also seeking to raise the level of fines imposed on foreig 
workers without werk permits. The present fine is 2 J.D., a scarcely effective 
deterrent. 


6. The Labor Ministry is engaged in a study to determine Jordan's maximum 
annual requirements for non-Jordanian and foreign labor, and to establish 
levels that are in the best interest of the national economy and least 
disruptive of the domestic labor market. The study will focus not only on 

the total number of foreign workers needed but on its distribution by national- 
ity and type of skill. 


[Question] Tue presence of large numbers of non-Jordanian workers--estimated 
by some sources at 250,000--is creating political, economic, social and 
environmental problems. What is the Labor Ministry's estimate of the number 

of foreign workers in Jordan, and how does it view the negative effects created 
by their presence? 


[Answer] First, I wish to ccrrect some of the figures being bandied around. 
Our estimate is that there are no mre thaa 70,000 foreign workers. As I 
Said earlier, the new census will provide the exact figure. Based on all the 
data available to us, our estimate is realistic. Our total work force is 
430,000. Based on the distribution of these workers by occupation, our 
estimate of 70,000 non-Jordanian Arab and foreign workers is very reasonable. 


The phenomenon of immigrant workers which we are witnessing is primarily 
attributable to the pursuit of higher wages. We must not forget, too, that 
Jordan needs certain labor skills which are not found in our domestic labor 
market. These skilled workers contribute to the national economy. That is 
not to say that there are no negative aspects to their presence here. There 
are problems, but we are working to solve them or minimize their impact, in 
cooperation with other agen.ies. The Labor Ministry, for example, has 
deported more than 50 workers from three countries, who have either violated 
the law or created other problems. Some of the deportees attempted to 
instigate a strike at the Potash Company. The other social and health 
problems created by foreign workers are largely due to the presence of 
single workers, who are extremely difficult to control. The joint committee 
I mentioned earlier is working on these problems. 


[Question] You mentioned earlier that the best way to deal with the problem 
of Jordanian workers outside the country is through bilateral governmental 
agreements. Such agreements hinge on many political factors. What happens 
if we fail to get such agreements? Also, what are we prepared to do if 
these agreements are repudiated for political reasons and we are faced with 
thousands of Jordanian workers returning home unexpectedly? 


[Answer] We are aware that reaching bilateral agreements of this type is not 
easy. We have observed that countries with surplus workers are inclined 
to conclude agreements. In 1978 we signed an agreement with Pakistan. 








Bangladesh has proposed a similar agreement, The Labor Ministry has also 
sought similar agreements with Arab countries that import large numbers of 
Jordanian workers. We have initialled one agreement with Libya. The Labor 
Ministry will continue its effort in this direction. A key motive for this 
effort is that many Jordanian workers outside the country have signalled 
their desire to be covered by our soon-to-be implemented social security 
program. Cooperation with other Arab countries in labor related problems is 
becoming more important. 


The Labor Ministry has contingency plans for dealing with situations resulting 
from failure to reach bilateral agreements. These plans are not perfect, 

but we are working to improve them based on better labor market data. Of 
particular concern to us is to gather information on critical labor skills 

in our domestic labor market. The ministry may have no recourse but to bar 
the emigration of workers with these skills. 


As for the second part of your question, I believe the probability of a 
sudden, mass return of Jordanian workers is remote. First, we have good, 
cooperative relations with our Arab neighbors. Second, Jordanian workers 

in those countries perform vital services in the host countries. It will not 
be easy to dispense with their services overnight. Should such an unlikely 
emergency develop, however, it will, of course, cause dislocations in our 
economic and social structure. But, I believe, the condition will be only 
temporary. We have a number of ways to cope with such a situation; we can 
absorb some of these workers in our own development programs and channel 

the remainder to other Arab countries. The Arab oil producing countries are 
short of thousands of workers and they prefer Jordanians to others. In 
brief, we can arrange for the mass movement of Jordanian workers from one 
country to another. In a real emergency, we can revoke the work permits of 
foreign workers in Jordan to make room for our workers. Our labor laws give 
priority to Jordanian workers. 


[Question] Our government-run employment agencies have failed to provide 
an accurate picture of the labor market in Jordan. Does the ministry 
have plans to reorganize and improve these agencies? 


{Answer} The employment agencies perform several tasks other than placing 
prospective employees. They gather data on labor requirements by the 
country's commercial and business institution, regulate the flow of Jordanian 
workers leaving the country, and compile data on all aspects of labor migra- 
tion. They process the applications of foreign workers and issue work permits. 
The employment agencies have been doing more than is expected of them. 

The new labor measures being adopted will add to their burden. In their 
primary placement function, the agencies have succeeded in finding jobs for 

an ever increasing number of workers during the past few years. Nevertheless, 
their role is still limited in this area and it will remain limited, not 

only in Jordan but, as we have observed, in many other countries. This 

fact explains the growing number of illegal brokers and agents, who use the 
opportunity to exploit unemployed workers. The Labor Ministry plans to take 
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measures to deter this illegal practice. Among the ideas under consideration 
is a measure to permit the establishment of private employment agencies under 
atrict government controls, including uniform procedures and standard fees. 
The measure will also make provisions for regular audits to ensure compliance 
with established laws. 
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JORDAN 


ISRAEL CONDEMNED FOR PROTESTING PLO RECOGNITION BY IRELAND 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 16 Feb 80 p 1 
[Editorial: "Israel and the Palestinian Reality"] 


[Text] Israel yesterday lodged a strongly worded protest with Ireland for 
extending diplomatic recognition to the Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO). The protest note, delivered to the Irish Ambassador in London, 
followed the joint Irish-Bahraini Communique issued early last week at 
al-Manamah. The Israeli protest described the PLO as a terrorist organization 
seeking to destroy Israel and to create a Soviet satellite state which 
threatens the future and security of Israel. It is evident that through 

its unceasing campaign against the PLO and the concept of self-determination, 
Israel hopes to convince the world of the righteousness of its pr» ‘tion, 
which, in fact, is malevolently opposed to every aspect of the .« estinian 
reality; the right of the Palestinians to their land, their rights as a 
nation, and even their right to exist. The Israeli ploy to justify its 
position relies on spreading deliberately misleading concepts and raising 
the spectre of fateful future dangers. Both tactics are transparently 
nonsensical and contemptuous of human reason. 


While accusing the PLO of terrorism, Israel conveniently ignores the fact 
that its very existence since 1948 has been based on terror. The world has 
not forgotten Israel's terrorist organizations and needs no reminder that one 
of these gangs was headed by no less than Mr Begin himself. The crimes of 
the Nazi occupation forces pale in comparison with the murders and terrorist 
activities perpetrated against the Palestinians by Begin's organization. 
Israel's propaganda campaign against the PLO has one goal: to create a 
grotesque image of the Palestinian people as a whole, and create a pretext 
for depriving it o. its legitimate rights. The clearest evidence for this 
is found in Israel's proposed autonomy, by which Israel hopes to legitimize 
its occupation of Palestinian territory. It refers to the land as the land 
of Israel and openly declares that it will not withdraw from it forever. 

It continues to erect settlements for Jewish zealots on Palestinian land. 


Israel's protest against Ireland is not directed so much at Ireland's recog- 
nition of the PLO as it is against Ireland's courage in coming to a better 
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understanding of Palestinian rights. If Israel's strategy is to intimidate 
other Western nations and thus stem the growing move to recognize the PLO, 
we hope these nations will manage to avoid falling in the deceitful Israeli 
snare. We also hope that they will continue to support the rights of the 
Palestinian people, which is the only way to a just and permanent peace in 
the Middle East. 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE--The government directive naming 35 members to the 
committee charged with revising the constitution was conspicuous for its 
care to include legal and religious experts, as well as university professors, 
judges, former representatives and journalists. The directive also made 
sure to include all of Kuwait's ten election districts in the selection pro- 
cess. Absent from the list, however, were all former members of Kuwait's 
parliament. This omission is causing much speculation. The committee is 
slated to meet on 19 February to elect a chairman and a vice chairman. 
According to the directive, the committee has six months to revise certain 
articles of the constitution, to be followed by setting a date for parlia- 
mentary elections. AL-MUSTAQBAL learned from reliable sources that there 

is a move to make fundamental changes in the election law and the statutes 
governing elective offices. There are two trends: the first is directed 

at making all of kuwait one election district, while the second is aimed 

at creating more districts than currently exist. At this point, the first 
group appears more likely to have its way. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in 
Arabic 16 Feb 80 p 18] 9063 
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LEBANON 


LEBANESE POLITICS ANALYZED 
London AL~DUSTUR in Arabic 11-17 Feb 80 pp 31-32 
{Interview of Manah al-Sulh by Kamil Fa‘ur] 


{Text} Manah al-Sulh is an author, a thinker and a politician. Until 
recently he had held the high administrative position of directer general 
at the Presidential Palace. He had been an active participant in the 
majority of political meetings which took place in Beirut during the civil 
war. His views on Lebanon's current problems, including a compromise 
peace, a peace formula, political Islamism and Maronism, have a special 
impact, characterizing him as an educated Moslem and as an open-minded 
thinker who ventures outside the parochialism of this religious sect. 
Following is the text of the dialogue which pitted politics and ideology. 
The dialogue is candid, necessary ari useful. 


(Question] Let us begin with a preliminary question. What, in your 
opinion, is the Lebanese Moslems’ true position with respect to a national 
compromise, and what is their formula for ending the present division? 


[Answer] Lebanese Moslems display a variety of views and ideologies. There 
is, however, in the Moslem community, particularly in that part of the com 
munity which is politically active, a feeling that the Moslem activists, 
more than the others, have several practical compromise solutions. There 
is much evidence to support this contention. For example, the national 
concordat and the 1943 formula are the brainchild of the centrist faction 
of the Islamic political grouping. That formula, as you recall, was rejected 
by a majority of the Christian leaders, including, for example, Emil Iddih. 
The Leftists, on the other hand, while not as enthusiastic about it, viewed 
it as a possible way out, albeit a practical one, to solve the crisis. 

Time has confirmed that the concordat and the formula associated with it 
were at that time the only solution for guaranteeing the country's indepen- 
dence and for bringing it -*.v full cooperation with the Arab world. 


After 1958, and after 6 months of fighting, the Shahabi group offered a 
solution to the country's crisis. If anything, the Shahabi group received ‘is 
largest measure of acceptance and popularity in political Islamist eircles. The 
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Shahabis sought to reform the administration and improve the lot of the 
disadvantaged segments of society, both of which were central demands of 

the Islamic political front, which viewed them as the only ressonable 
solution to the Lebanese problem, and which also had the best chance of 
being acceptable to the Arab world. These ideas, however, were less than 
popular among the Christians and failed to generate enthusiastic support 
among the Leftists. The "Constitutional Document,” of 1967, as a possible 
peace formula, was accepted only by the Islamic political front. These 
three major junctures in Lebanon's political history, 1943, 1958, and 1976 
show clearly that the Moslems and their leadership in general have been 
very realistic in proposing solutions. This assessment, furthermore, con- 
vinced the Islamic front, that it alone possesses solutions acceptable to 
all the factions. This feeling is heightened when the Moslems are presented 
with solutions based on partition of one kind or another. The Lebanese 
Front has no peace formula for a united Lebanon. What it offers is tantamount 
to complete political and ideological dominance over Lebanon. Five years 
after the Civil War, the Lebanese Front continues to insist that anyone not 
agreeing with its viewpoint on relations with the Arabs, Israel, the Leftists, 
and particulary the Palestinian resistance is not truly Lebanese. And, to 
make things worse, the Lebanese Front continues to claim that there is no 
one to negotiate with on the Moslem side. Now it's the turn of the Moslems 
to ask the same question. . e Moslem Front is now supportive of cooperation 
with the legal government, which it views as representing the other side, 
particularly in view of the fact that the Lebanese Front has lost its 
monolithic control and is being contested from within the group it claims 

to represent. 


[Question] We hear often the terms "Political Islamism," "Political 
Maronism," and "Political Shiism" in Lebanon. What do these distinctions 
mean? Is there a non-political Islam or Maronism? 


[Answer] The truth is thet the term "Political Islamism" did not emerge 
until the term "Political Maronism" appeared. Political Islamism refers 

to those who worked or the various compromise formulas on which Lebanese 
democracy is based. Poititical Islamists is a name used to describe those 
who insist that Lebanon mst remainin the Arab fold and must not ally itself 
with countries outside the Arab world. Political Islamism calls for the 
continuity of Lebanese democracy, as opposed to the insurrectionist political . 
line which has plagued Lebanon since 1948. These two goals characterize 
Political Islamism. Political Maronism, on the other hand, is something 
else. It is a revolutionary political philosophy, which advocates funda- 
mental changes. It is opposed to Lebanon's traditional political structure 
and to its development along that structure. It is based on an artificially 
induced fear of permanent danger, a fear which the adherents of this philo- 
sophy use as justification to monopolize all rights aud privileges [sentence 
incomplete in text]. As a political movement, it rejects anything and 
everything that is opposed to its objectives. Political Islamism, on the 
other hand, is not a movement. Furthermore, while Political Maronism speaks 
defensively, it is in fact aggressive internally and externally. It is 








aggressive on the Arab scene to the extent that it seeks to encourage the 
emergence of similar movements, and because it is [allied with] the enemies 
of this region. 


[Question] As you see it, then, the term "Political Islamists" refers to 
those Lebanese Moslems who seek to cooperate with the present government, 
and who are willing to settle for the minimum. "Political Maronism," on 
the other hand, encompasses those Christian groups who seek total dominance 
over Lebanon. But how does Political Islamism reconcile its ambition with 
its support for Palestinian resistance, for example, or between the isolated 
Lebanese Government and the group's desire to build bridges to the Arab 
interior? 


[Answer] There are two contradictory points of view. Political Maronism 
holds that in order to preserve Lebanon's sovereignty, the Arab side-- 
governments and [the Palestine/ resistance--must remain weak, while 
the Israeli side remain strong. Political Islamism, by contrast, holds 
that neither stability nor sovereignty can be preserved unless the Arab 
side maintains the stronger hand. It holds to the view that Arab strength 
is the surest way to a stable Lebanon. Evidence for this position is 
found in the fact that during the Nasser years, when there was Arab coop- 
eration, Lebanon enjoyed its greatest period of stability. The Fu'ad 
Shihab era is still identified as Lebanon's greatest period of stability 
and administrative success. Following the Arabs" political defeat subsequent 
to the 1973 War, however, things began to deteriorate in Lebanon. This 
proves that strengthening the Israeli position leads to deterioration in 
Lebanon. 


At any rate, we should not exaggerate Lebanon's ability to play a larger- 
than-life role in Arab affairs. Personally, I have criticized those who 
espouse such a view. I must also add here that [even] an Arab-Israeli 
balance is always advantageous to Israel. 


To sum up, real patriotism is equivalent to political moderation. Restoring 
Lebanon to its former condition is within our reach and should be our 
objective. To consider what had taken place as a revolution is a mistaken 
notion. What took place was a civil war; and, as in any civil war, the 
question should not be what has been achieved, but what lies ahead. 


[Question] Let us go back to your understanding of Political Islamism. 
Does the concept apply to Shiism? Also, how should we view Sunni-Shiite 
relations in this context? 


[Answer] We should not view Political Islamism as an umbrella group encom- 
passing Moslems to the exclusion of others. Political Islamism as a 
philosophy is a particular way of looking at things. Many Christians adhere 
to this philosophy, just as many Moslems may be classified as extreme 
adherents of Political Maronism. In this context, Political Islamism 
includes both Sunnis and Shiites. Political Islamism is especially beneficial 








to the Shiite sect, which is a victim of the worsening, beastly crisis. As 

I mentioned earlier, the Political Islamists are those who have consistently 
advocated an intermediate position, one that stands between the agressive 
demands of the Maronite ideology and the Leftist faction, which, by and 
large, wants to burden Lebanon with a disproportionate share of the respon- 
sibility for liberating and revolutionizing the region. Political Islamists 
charge Political Maronism with greed and the Leftist with excessive ambition. 


[Question] Where does Manah al-Sulh place himself with respect to Political 
Islamism? 


[Answer] I do not belong to this grouping. I believe in the "Wider Front," 
which includes tne Political Islamists, the National Movement and the leaders 
of the National Christian Movement. The Wider Front can be sustained oaly 
if it is based on a more comprehensive and flexible foundation, one that has 
room for the views of a variety of factions and classes of society. I 
believe that the ideas being suggested by the Political Islamists are more 
in line with those of the Wider Front. The Wider Front cannot be erected 

on the basis of the National Movement proposals. Consider, for example, 
Walid Junblatt, the leader of the Nationa’ Movement. In practice, he is 
acting on the basis of the Political Islamic program. I must also mention 
that the Palestinian leadership has long recognized, ever since the war 
started, the necessity for establishing a wider front. Abu ‘Ammar himself 
asked me to set up such a front. Most of the Political Islamists agreed 

to the idea. Even Prime Minister Rashid Karami was enthusiastic. President 
Sa'ib Salam, however, was opposed to any contact with the Leftists on the 
basis of Abu 'Ammar's idea. I pursued that objective and met with the now 
deceased Junblatt, Muhsin Ibrahim and Dr 'Usamah Fakhouri at the Maqasid 
Alumni Club, which was, then, a center for political discussions. The 

idea failed to take not only because of Leftist opposition. If I could 

only reveal the details of our discussions people would learn of one of 

the ways that could have e-‘’ed the crisis. It is too late now. We failed 
to reach an agreement because the various factions would not relinquish 
minor gains. Today, not only the minor gains but the larger ones have been 
lost. 


[Question] What were the National Movement's conditions? 


[Answer] They demanded that an unequivocal position be taken against 
Syrian intervention and the isolationists. The Political Islamists had 
already, then, taken such a position. When the prime ministers met at 
Raymond Iddah's house, they condemned Syrian intervention in Lebanon. The 
Political Islamists’ position was also critical of the isolationists. When 
I asked Abu ‘Ammar about the conditions of the Nationalist Movement, he 
responded that both conditions had already been fulfilled, and that the 
position of the Political Islamists was already clear. 


[Question] That was in 1976. Is the formation of a wider front feasible 
or possible today? 
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[Answer] A wider front is possible and indispensable. It is the only way 
toward a realistic and balanced solution to Lebanon's crisis. Without it 
there is no hope of restoring a Lebanese government in form or in fact. 


[Question] It seems, however, that all parties to the dispute are benefiting 
from the status quo. That being the case, how is a wider front possible. 


[Answer] The sad thing is that the Lebanese Government is compelled to use 
Arab pressure to move the factions toward compromise. Those not susceptible 
to Arab pressure are susceptible to international pressure. The government 
has no choice but to seek Arab and international help in its effort to find 
a solution, while, simultaneously, it complains against the Arabs and the 
international community. 


[Question] Should the government succeed inthis attempt, on what basis 
would the compromise be? What, for instance, would the Shiites get? Will 
that be at the expense of the Sunnis or the Maronites? 


[Answer] The problem posed by Political Maronism cannot be solved by a 
numerical formula alloting to each sect a proportionate share of governmental 
responsibility. Political Maronism is a fascist, racist movement. It seeks 
total domination. Similarly, Political Shiism, if one may use the tern, is 
incapable of solution on the basis of numerical formulas. This problem has 
to do with their country's ability to protect its borders and to face up to 
its social burden. In brief, their problem is deep-rooted and pertains to 
the destiny of the country. Only a comprehensive, national solution will 
respond to the Shiite problem. Shiism is a homeland within a sect and not 

a sect within a homeland. There is no room, in my opinion, to sectarian 
Shiite movement. 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


JOINT INDUSTRIAL VENTURES PLANNED 
Damman AL-IQTISAD in English Jan 80 p 62 


[Text] The Minister of Industry and Electricity Dr. Ghazi Al-Gusaibi has 
affirmed that coordination among the Gulf countries in all fields has ta- 
ken tangible and prominent forms and that it would become stronger with 
the passage of time. 


Within the framework of this coordination and cooperation, the Gulf Indus- 
trial Consultations Agency in Doha is contemplating the launching of six 
industrial joint ventures whose implementation will be on the entire Gu'f 
level. Dr. Gusaibi explained. 


In an interview with the Qatari News Agency, the Minister said several bi- 
lateral and multi-lateral industrial projects are being probed by the Gulf 
countries and asserted that close cooperation in the industrial field is 
taking place among the Gulf countries. 


Saudi Arabia, Dr. Gusaibi went on to say, "follows with utmost care the 
industrial activities in the Gulf and is coordinating activities with of- 
ficials in these countries to prevent any duplication or contradiction. 


Asked about the industrial policy in the Kingdom, the Minister observed that 
the difference between the current five-year development plan and the 
forthcoming one is that the infrastructure and services conducive to the 
establishment of industry will have been developed. The existing in- 
dustrial estates will also be developed and their services upgraded to 

be ready for new industries with integrated services. The industrial com 
plexes in Jubail and Yanbo will have completed preparations and will in 

turn be ready to receive new industries. 


The Minister confirmed that Saudi industry will improve in quality and quan- 
tity and the number of factories will rise from 1,000 at present to 1,500 
by the end of next five-year plan. 


The third five-year plan in the electricity field aims at integrating and 
merging the eieciric power companies in the Kingdom which now stand at 
about 100. ‘We «rant to bring that number to five only," the Minister 
concluded. 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


GULF FOOD ORGANIZATION PROPOSED 
Beirut THE AAB VORLD WEEKLY in English 15 Mar 80 p 12 


[Text] The fifth Conference of the Minister »f Agriculture in the Gulf 
Arab countries, started March 10, 1980 in Muscat, Oman. The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, South 
Yemen, and North Yemen are participating in the conference. 


The UAE Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Saic el-Rakbani, declared, before his 
departure to Muscat, that he would present a working paper to execute tre 

joint projects concerning food, agricultural, animal and fish production, 

which were agreed on previously. 


The conference will examine the question of financing the joint agricul- 
tural projects such as eliminating animal deseases, producing meat in South 
Yemen, and other projects in Iraq and Saudi Arabia. The conference will 
also consider advancing a sum of $500,000 to the account of the secretariat 
general to speed up its preparations and works. 


The Iraqi "Al-Saoura" newevaper said that the Gulf Arab countries are 
studying a report preparea by the international organization for food and 
agriculture, for the establishment of an investment association named "the 
Gulf and Arab Island Bedy for food and agriculture". The countries of the 
Arab Gulf region would participate in it. The objective of the associa- 
tion is to realize an effective cooperation within the countries to assure 
an alimentary security. 


An official source of the U. N. development program in Abu-Dhabi said that 
thé™ody included five associations: the agricultural investment associa- 
tion, the investment association to develop fisheries, the association to 
develop nature pastures, the association for aliment security, and the 
association to develop irrigation and water resources. 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


BRIEFS 


PHARMACEUTICAL PROJECTS--This year's budget allocation for the State Pharma- 
ceutical Company and related industries has been put at 40 million dinars. 
This information was disclosed by the company's director, who said further 
that Iraq is a partner in several joint enterprises with other Arab coun- 
tries. These include joint projects for manufacturing pharmaceutical sup- 
plies in Kuwait end Saudi Arabia, as well as a project for manufacturing 
antibiotics in partnership with the Damascus | .sed pharmaceutical glass 
factory. The director added that Iraq had taken part in establishing a 

drug manufacturing center at Raas al-Khaymah and that it is now studying 

the possibility of operating the center with the aid of Iraqi technicians. 
The State Pharmaceutical Company, according to the director, is also con- 
sidering * joint program for coordinating the pharmaceutical industries of 
Jordan and Iraq. He added that the large expansion in the pharmaceutical] 
industry is centered on improving both the quality and kinds of drugs pro- 
duced to make them competitive with foreign imports, as well as to develop 
the technical and scientific knowhow of Iraqi pharmaceutical workers, enabling 
them to serve as technical consultants to the drug industry in the Arab 
world. The expansion program, he said, will culminate with the establish- 
ment of the Euphrates project in Yusufiyyah, which, according to the director, 
will supply 80 percent of Iraq's pharmaceutical needs. He said further that 
the Samira’ Pharmaceutical Center supplies 33 percent of Iraq's drug and 
pharmaceutical needs. [Text] [Baghdad AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 14 Feb 80 p 7] 
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QATAR 


JAYDAH PROPOSES BASKET OF CURRENCIES TO PRICE OLL 
Paris LE MONDE ARABE in French Jan 80 p 18 
{[Article: "Qatar: the Dollar and Oil Prices") 


[Text] During a seminar recently held in Vienna, Mr Ali Jaydah, general 
director of Qatar's oil company, Compagnie Petroliere, had the courage to 
say aloud what some oil producing countries iad been thinking to themselves 
for the past several years, namely: OPEC should not hesitate to dump the 
American dollar as the means of pricing oil, in favor of a basket of cur- 
rencies. 


Mr Jaydah, who was president of OPEC, justified this move by the unprece- 
dented fall of the American dollar. To deal with this fall, voluntarily 
and calculatedly engineered by American monetary authorities, he suggested 
that OPEC adopt a system similar to one already developed by the petroleum 
organization under the name "Geneva 2" but which had never been put into 
operation. To encourage those producing countries who, for reasons related 
to their national policy, dou't want to, or cannot, abandon the dollar un- 
der current circumstances, to preserve their national interests, Mr Jaydah 
proposed the adoption of a basket of currencies to at least calculate the 
price of oil. 


Jettisoning the dollar in favor of a basket of currencies to calculate the 
price of and to pay for the oil would not be a universal panacea to counter 
the continual decrease in oil revenue, in real terms, because of the gallop- 
ing inflation in the industrialized countries. Mr Jaydah proposes indexing 
the industrialized countries. He backs his proposal with detailed argument, 
indexation is accepted in some industrialized countries to set salaries, 
therefore there is no reason why it shouldn't be used to fix the price of 
oil. But the ferocious opposition of industrialized countries to this idea 
of indexation, which figures prominently in all discussions between coun- 
tries producing raw materials for low prices and countries selling manufac- 
tured goods for increasingly high prices, is well known. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


STRONG MEASURES FOR BRACING ECONOMY URGED 
Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 9 Jan 80 p 9 


[Article by Nasir al-Qar'awi: "To Turn the Local Economy Around from a 
Consuming to a Producing Economy, ea Economic Policy is Needed To Direct 
Small Capital and Protect it from Cartels of Stock Corporations; Savings 
Ethic is Non-Existent; General Reverve is Leaking") 


{text] It is self-evident that as we begin our discussion of the Saudi 
economy, we commend ti.e basic role played by the executive channels concerned 
in steering the local economy through the hectic battleground of instant 
development adopted by the stete a few years ago, [This did happen) at a 
time when the state lacked some of the basic capabilities in this area, such 
as experience in international affairs directly related to market transactions 
including spot trade and related credit, which constitute a very advanced 
challenge to international, financial and economic management. However, 

there were some negative results caused by a relative lack of understanding 
of the nature of this delicate course, or by international factors which 
operated in one way or another to [inject into] the simple economies of an 
emergent group of nations strong growth factors which soon gave way to serious 
hardships, such as inflation, scarcity and trade deficits. 


During the last 10 years which followed the kingdom's entry into long-term 
national planning, which turned conditions upside down, Saudi Arabia distin- 
guished itself from other economies which are similar in nature and magnitude 
to the Saudi economy, but which follow different administrative and political 
measures of implementation. It is known that during the years of the first 
[5-year] plan, the kingdom realized a monetary surplus from oil revenues esti- 
mated at about 80 billion dollars in the last year of this first plan. 


ihe state made mid-term and short-term investments in the financial and 
currency markets. But the surplus ratio began to decline in the years of 
the second [5-year] plan, because the projects undertaken and the state's 
spending obligations were enormous. In fact, revenues failed to meet 
expenses in some years of the plan. But this situation did improve in the 
last year of the plan, and it is expected that a monetary surplus of between 
20 billion to 30 billion riyals will be realized this year as a result of the 
increase in oil prices. 
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What is more significant to the various sectors of the Saudi economy is the 
fact that in recent years sound basic foundations for a strong, centralized 
economic structure have been laid. these foundations incorporate the 
following: 


l. Planning 


There are several agencies specializing in specific areas lof the economy]. 
This has led to the formlation of a futuristic outlook for the activities 
of each agency such as the [Currency Institute], the ministry of finance, 
the banks, or the funds that grew out of the ministry of finance or other 
ministries. In spite of their multiplicity and the differences that distia- 
guish their areas [of activity], all these organizations have the same goals 
and pursue the same policy. The semi-centralized planning provided by the 
state assured the success of their steps and their ability to strengti.en and 
consolidate the local economy. 


2. Need of the various sectors lof the economy] for a comprehensive plan 
consistent with capacity to accomodate development programs 


All sectors are almost equal in their need for such programs. This equal 
need has given the economy a touch of economic integration, and is in itself 
a factor of strength for the local economy. The need that every sector has 
for more support and for new channels of production is subject to standard 
measurements that are similar to, or complement and support counterparts in 
other sectors. 


3. Money to spend on the projects of the plan 


Money is available here, but is scarce in many countries of the world. It 
is known that the kingdom's financial capabilities enable it to implement 
the largest number of projects the country can possibly accomodate. 


4. Aspiration of the state to achieve the highest rates of growth and 
development i all walks of life 


The purpose of this is to improve the well-being and the social and cultural 
standard of the citizen, and to strike a balance between capabilities and 
actual needs. This would be a balance between each appropriate basic standard 
of economic and cultural life, and the capacity of each executive channel to 
pursue such standards. [End of item 4] 


It is my belief that the cultural orientation of the state [should be] a 
natural result of a practical balance between capabilities and the desire 
to achieve a higher cultural standard than that which existed in society 
in past years. But this orientation assumed a form whose basic features 
were adopted by the state as an objective to be attained [without balancing 
it against corresponding capabilities]. 
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Evidence of this is in the fact that almost 10 years ago luxuries were not 
viewed in the same way in which they are universally viewed today. What 
was understood then [to be a luxury] is today considered one of life's 
necessities, The picture of Saudi society today is nothing but a genuine 
example of the new notion of development. The Saudi individual aspires to 
achieve this level lof development and prosperity] which in itself is 
considered a cultural victory for all. However, it is perhaps this prevail- 
ing frame of mind among citizens--along with new opportunities and new 
factors in the local economy, such as increased circulation of funds, 
increasing rates of inflation and others--that have led the citizen to 
spontaneously increase his rate of spending on his livelihood to the point 
where he no longer draws a distinction between basic consumer goods and 
luxuries. This has led to the creation of what is called a market of crises 
in the kingdom, The total volume of imports no longer meets the fantastic 
level of demand, because the citizen now has the ability to spend money 
senselessly, without planning and without a budget. 


We must call attention here to an error that may have contributed consider- 
ably to turning Saudi society into an unnatural consumer society. This 
error is exemplified in the failure to establish natural channels to draw 
excess funds from citizens in an organized, economic fashion such as through 
a stock or bond market or through investment in shares of corporations and 
factories. The continuation of this very serious phenomenon for years put 
the local economy on a dangerous course. Consequently, it lemestntesds he 
economy of the lprivate sector] which is second only to state finances in 
importance [to national economic life]. 


The truly painful fact is that no initiative has been made to remedy this 
phenomenon. It is erromeous to a certain degree to say that the new bank 
regulations or the limits set on subscription by individuals to the capital 
of companies and corporations have helped to siphon off a large portion of 
excess liquidity. I do not deny that some good has been accomplished, but, 
unfortunately, matters are not as they should be. What happened with the 
Public Transportation Company, for example, is enough to refute [the alleged 
effectiveness of the new regulations]. The real nature of corporations of 
this kind was soon revealed. Sooner or later they turn into cartels similar 
to the monopolistic corporations which are not conducive to a fair market 
and to free competition. On the contrary, there is every risk that such 
{monopolistic organization] will turn into strong factors that impede economic 
development. They could become factors that would crush small enterprises 
that canmmot compete with them. The problem would thus grow, assume new 
proportions on the economic map and spill onto the social map. This is the 
social danger which other nations have suffered from. In fact, it is one of 
the principal causes behind the dissemination of seeds of weakness and dis- 
parity in society. 


The experience of financial, economic, industrial and service corporations 
which came into existence in the last 5 years provides sufficient justifica- 
tion to reconsider the general structure of every sector. Side effects 
wrought by these establishments on society are no less important, as far as 
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remedies are concerned, than the impact of their formation. In fact, these 
corporations created a general environment in which the affluent pursued 
erroneous endeavors such as speculation in real estate at first, and heavy 
spending on consumer goods next, Between 1 billion and 1.7 billion riyals 
a year are wasted on such goods which could be dispensed with partially or 
altogether. Such savings would provide additional resources for sound 
investment. The important question is: Im what manner or in what areas 
could such funds be properly invested? 


[Attempts to answer this question] throw light on a dangerous situation. 

One finds that only a very small number of citizens are allowed to invest 

in any operational capitalist project. The majority of people cannot i. so. 
What is worse is that there is a class or group of capitalists who are behind 
all this, -ree of supervision or regulation by the state. Someone will say: 
"Why should the state interfere when the economy is a free economy?" 


The answer to such a question is this: Just about each one of [this select 
group of citizens] can form an enterprise without need for a partner, espe- 
cially as the state provides loans and incentives that enable them to do so. 
[But if opportunity were ,iven to] those with limited resources to invest in 
shares of enterprises, it would be a nacural way to build up capital resources 
and spare the local economy side complications or orientations that are more 
dangerous than what it is experiencing now, 


Saudi society could thus be turned from a consumer society to a society which 
produces and consumes [good and services] according to properly balanced 
economic considerations. 


If we looked at the volume of imports in recent years, we would find that 

the rate of increase in imports exceeds by far the increase in the population. 
The quantities of goods that are imported one year after another are not 
consistent with the population increase in the same period, The justification 
for this increase is tha. the rate of consumption per capita is growing and 
that other commodities that had not been in use [in the past] are being 
imported and used. The other side of the coin is that local production did 
increase, but at meager rates that does not compare with society's consumer 
needs. Im A.H. (Anno Hegira) 1398 the value of principal goods imported by 
the kingdom exceeded 100,000 million riyals. This was a new record. If we 
were to take this record along with the general income levels per capita, 

we would find that saving is non-existent, and that it is clear that all 
incomes are spent. In fact, the reserves of every citizen are being drawn 
upon to a certain extent to meet other needs of living. Thus, the avail- 
ability of a secure investment opportunity may be a principal factor and 

an incentive for econonizing and saving. 








There is another observation about the course of the local economy. Burdens 
are added every year to the economy due to the accumulation of shortcomings 
in what some agencies offer. This generates a general slow-down in growth. 
These shortcomings are not conducive to stimulating economic activity and 
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placing the economy on defined courses within a clear framework, We witness 
year after year that the state assumes additional burdens for which enormous 
amounts of money are appropriated in the state general budget to improve 
certain conditions, These are not temporary expenses; they are continuous. 
They will remain continuous unless the problems and factors that cause poor 
services are terminated, —2* utilitics, are factors which 

slow down economic growth and (channel! large sums of money to provide 
services that have not improved in all past years. This is a waste of 
resources that should have been spent in new areas, 


Another observation must be made about the method or the ideas according 
to which society's principal revenues are spent, such as the foreign invest- 
ments of some institutions whose main objective is the rate of profit, 
These overlook the fact that they could have invested these funds in the 
kingdom, The feeling here is that the institutions that have large sums 
of money to invest did not have full knowledge of investment opportunities 
in the kingdom, although they could have tried to find out. These oppor- 
tunities may not yield the same rate of profit, but they would constitute 
effective participation in pushing the wheel of local development forward 
and increasing the volume of local production. This would be a more noble 
type of profit and a more useful one. 


It is clear that the planning departments of these institutions lack vision. 
There is also a lack of studies of opportunities available for investment 
inside the country. This is the responsibility of the ministry of finance 
which should have played a basic and a prominent role in directing such 
funds toward investment inside the country by making it possible for the 
firms concerned to ascertain available opportunities. This [inaction] still 
characterizes the ministry, although the time has come and the need has 
arisen for the ministry to undertake this role. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW MILITARY COLLEGE--In an effort to develop the Saudi National Guard, 
the Palace has agreed to establish the National Guard College, which will 
be completed by the end of this year. The sum of 460 million riyals has 
been set aside for construction expenses. The contract has been awarded 
to the National Implementation Company. In a speech delivered by Prince 
"Abdallah ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz, second deputy prime minister and head of the 
National Guard, the Palace agreed to change the name of the college to 
King Khalid Military College. [By Ibrahim al-Jaryafani] [Text] [Kuwait 
AL~SIYASAH in Arabic 24 Jan 80 p 14] 7587 


NEW UNIVERSITY IN SOUTH--Prince Fahd ibn ‘'Abd-al-'Aziz, Crown Prince and 
deputy prime minister, has ordered the establishment of a new university 
in the south of Saudi Arabia, including a number of colleges. The Saudi 
newspaper AL-RIYADH said that work will begin next year on the university 
project. It might be noted that there are six universities in the Kingdom. 
[Text] [Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 4 Feb 80 p 24] 7587 


VACCINATION CAMPAIGNS--Campaigns were under way in the al-Hautah and al- 
Hariq region last week to \.uccinate against poliomyelitis. The Hautah 
Bani Tamim clinic, the al-Hilwah clinic and the al-Hariq clinic vaccinated 
children to protect them from the dangers of this disease. Also, AL~RIYADH 
interviewed Prof Muhammad Abu Hayd, director oi al-Hilwah clinic, who 

said that for the past few days this clinic has been involved in a campaign 
to vaccinate children against measles and some other diseases. The clinic 
is now experiencing pressure from handling 300 patients a day. [Text] 
[Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 15 Jan 80 p 7] 7587 
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SYRIA 


SHORTFALL IN 1976-1980 FIVE-YEAR PLAN 
Paris AL~NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL~DUWALI in Arabic 11-17 Feb 80 p 48 


[Article by Samih Barakat: "The Technocratic Solution for the 5-Year Plan; 
The Fourth Five-Year Plan Did Not Attain All its Objectives in Syria, but 
the Prevailing Direction Is to Maintain its Broad Outlines"] 


[Text] Syria's recourse to a technocratic solution to cope with the pressing 
economic issue did not stem from the nature of the specific characteristics 

of the domestic situation in recent times, particularly during the past 

year. However, the economic difficulties and the shortfall in achieving 

the goals of the 5-year plan, as well as their possible political repercus- 
sions, have certainly entered into the calculations of the Syrian authorities 
when they chose to make modifications in upper echelon offices responsible 

for the economic situation, and selected technocrat specialists for minis- 
terial posts concerned with economic affairs: economy, planning, oil, foreign 
trede, industry and finance. 


The fourth 5-year plan, which covered the period 1976-1980, did not reach 
its goals, the reason partially arising from the hesitance of the Gulf Arab 
countries in providing planned aid and loans, although they exceeded 3 
billion Syrian pounds for 1977. 


From another aspect, political factors in the Arab world during the past 

5 years have not been conducive to Damascus’ ambitions, factors running the 
gamut from the halt in pumping of Iraqi oil across Syrian territory to 
suspension of Saudi assistance in the wake of the Egyptian-Israeli agreement 
in 1975 to the impact of the Lebanese war on to the allocation of more than 
25 percent of the national income to the war effort. These factors led to 

a delay in announcement of the fourth plan which was released in the official 
gazette only in May 1977 and caused the Syrian government to turn toward 
"self-financing," keeping in mind that the investments required by the past 

5 years amounted to about 54 billion Syrian pounds. 


As opposed to the past, the 1976-1980 plan reduced the emphasis on industry 
as a leading factor in the gross national product, as its share of investments 
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was 20 percent compared with 24 percent for the whole agricultural sector, 
The fourth plan anticipated an average annual growth of the gross national 
product of 12 percent, from 19 billion Syrian pounds in 1975 to 33.5 billion 
in 1980, something that was not achieved. It also sought to increase the 
average per capita income by 7.9 percent and to achieve independence in the 
area of foodstuffs and the clothing industry, in addition to halting the 
rate of inflation, hoping to shrink it to 30 percent in the period frou 

1976 to 980. 


However, inflation exceeded forecasts and, according to officials sources, 
reached a rate if 15 percent a year. Moreover, the rise in prices of basic 
commodities in 1977 was, compared with 1974 prices, close to 36 percent in 
Damascus and 46 percent in Aleppo, even though the authorities subsidized 
the prices of these basic commodities (sugar, rice, etc.) at a cost of 

2 billion Syrian pounds in 1976. 


With regard to the agricultural sector which consiitutes the source of 
income for more than 50 percent of the population, its share of the national 
income dropped from 26.4 percent in 1972 to 17.1 percent in 1978. 


The deficit in the trade balance totaled 4.5 billion Syrian pounds in 1977, 
that is, an increase of 32 percent over 1976. The economic production 
program which Damascus pursued after the October war is certainly one cause 
for the worsening of this deficit. 


However, the objectives specified in the 5-year plan still constitute the 
prevailing direction of Syrian economic policy, but under the leadership 
of a cabinet of technocrat specialists which gives it a better chance of 
success. The major goals are still the achievement of self-sufficiency in 
food and agriculture and giving preference to small over large industries, 
as well as maintaining an economic open door policy in the fields of trade 
and investments. 
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SYRIA 


MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD LEADER VIEWS ARAB REGIMES 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 18 Feb 80 pp 3-5 


[Interview with Issam al-Attar, leader of Syria's Muslim Brotherhood, 
in Aachen, West Germany, date not given] 


[Text] The Muslim Brotherhood, a revivalist movement created by an 
Egyptian theology student in the 1920s, today leads a more or less clan- 
destine existence in many Arab countries, serving in many cases as a 
focus for popular dissent if not as an illegal opposition party. Offi- 
cial attitudes towards it vary. In Jordan, the Brotherhood enjoys the 
government's near-total tolerance; Egypt's President Sadat has heaped 
abuse upon the movement, but found it prudent not to try to crush it; in 
Saudi Arabia no deviation from orthodox Islam can be brooked. 


But it is in Syria that attention has been most strongly focused on the 
Brotherhood in recent months. Blaming the organisation for most of the 
acts of political terrorism which have become almost a daily occurrence, 
the regime of President Hafez el-Assad has declared open war on the 
Brothers and said it will destroy the movement without mercy. During 

last month's Baath Party Congress, Mr Assad reviled the Brothers as Israeli 
agents (AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, January 7). 


The Syrian Brotherhood has strongly denied that it was responsible for 
incidents such as last summer's massacre of army cadets in the northern 
city of Aleppo, and maintains that the violence in Syria is part of a 
pattern generated by the state. This claim was reiterated in an exclu- 
sive interview given to this newsletter last week by the head of the 
Syrian Brothethood, Issam al-Attar. 


Mr Attar was interviewed in the West German town of Aachen, where he is 
director of an Islamic centre. Some of the answers which he gave to our 
correspondent were extremely vague, if not evasive, but certain points 
emerge clearly. Among these are that the movement receives no support from 
any Arab government, since it regards them without exception as dictator- 
ships. Governments, as well as individuals and organisations, contributed 
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"unconditionally" to the Centre, he said, but the Union of Islamic Stu- 
dents based there is not allowed to accept any donations at all. 


Mr Attar said that his supporters generally approve of the aims of the 
Palestinians, but do not always agree with the tactics adopted by Pales- 
tinian leaders. 


The Centre, built in 1967, include» a mosque, lecture hall and study rooms 
for students. A modern green bui. «i + designed by a German architect, 

the Centre resembles a military foritess from the outside, our correspon- 
dent said. 


But the atmos;here in the Centre was extremely relaxed. There were no 
guards on duty and no evidence of any protection from the West German 
police. Anxious to cultivate a good image in the West, the Centre encour- 
ages Muslim women as well as men to attend classes such as the monthly 
semirar which attracts hundreds of students from all over Europe. There is 
no segregation of the sexes and although wome:. ress in the costume adopted 
by Muslim Brothers in the Levant, they are nc veiled. 


Mr Attar, who is in his late 50s, is, as he : .4:\ *s in the interview, in 
poor health. However our correspondent reporte: hat he looked fit and 
there was no sign of the paralysis to which he refers, apart from some 
shaking. Mr Attar, who is said to be Western in his outlook and style of 
dress, speaks some German and little French. The following interview was 
conducted in Arabic. 


[Question] Could you perhaps situate yourself with respect to the vari- 
ous groups of Muslim Brothers in Syria? Can you explain the differences 
between the principles, policies and activities of these groups? 


[Answer] I have been living outside Syria for more than 15 years now. I 
have always enjoyed the support of the majority of Muslim Brothers in Syria 
and continue to do so. However, this support has not been and is still not 
confined to Muslim Brothers. I was and am supported by a great majority 
within an Islamic trend. This is my outlook; it is not restricted to a 
single party. 


[Question] What is this trend you are speaking of? What are its charac- 
teristics and its force? 


[Answer] Let me first add that my activities, from the start, have not 
been confined to Syria and I do not just cooperate with the Islamic trend 
in that country. 


In the Arab world today, and in the Islamic world in general, there is a 
strong new trend represented by the young Islamic generation (Al Talaeh 
al-Islamiah), which has similar principles to those espoused by the Muslim 
Brothers in Syria. These Talaeh al-Islamiah are mainly students, graduates 
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and intellectuals who have a deep and true knowledge of Islam as well as 
an awareness of the 20th century, its requirements and its needs. They 
are able to serve Islam, Muslims and their country with due consideration 
for the needs and the necessities thrown up by the age they live in. 


The Talaeh refer to the pure, original source of Islam, but at the same time 
they have a deep analysis and conception of Arab realities and of realities 
in the Islamic world as a whole. They are convinced of the need for deep 
and global change. 


[Question] Am I to understand that you reject and condemn regimes even 
in countries which are based on Islamic Law, such as those in the Gulf? 


[Answer] This is a reality. When I say that no country today in the Arab 
world or in the Islamic world abides by the real, the genuine Islamic 
spirit, I mean that Islam is a revolution. We should overthrow the 
existing regimes in the Islamic world. 


We are against Communism, against social injustice and opposed to past 
and new imperialism. I velieve that one of the biggest tragedies in the 
history of Islam is thec Islam is now understood by many to be associated 
with some of the most reactionary and repressive states which exist and 
carry its banner. 


[Question] How do you reconcile what you have just said with the Iranian 
revolution? 


[Answer] The Islamic revolution in Iran got rid of a non-Islamic, cruel 
and unjust regime. We fervently wish that this revolution will succeed in 
establishing a real and genuine Islamic system. That is now the main 
challenge to be faced by the Islamic revolutionaries in Iran. 


[Question] But is there not a contradiction here? You want to be on good 
terms with the Iranian revolution which has strong and friendly ties with 
the Syrian regime which you want to overthrow. 


[Answer] When a revolution is deep and global, it needs a long time to 
assert its stability and its relations with others. It needs time to 
absorb realities and sometimes makes mistakes when trying to understand 
them. 


I believe that relations between Iran and Syria will not long remain as 
they are, provided that the Iranian revolution sticks to the true path, 
the path of authenticity. If the Syrian regime remains what it is, 
relations between the two countries are doomed. 


[Question] There are many rumours which say that you are receiving aid 


and assistance from Arab Gulf countries to destabilise the Syrian regime. 
Is this true? 
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[Anawer|] | have at no time cooperated with Gulf camtries. If IL am here 
today in Germany, it ia because all Arab countries have closed their doors 
to me and to my activities. 


I am totally and fundamentally opposed to the prevailing regimes through- 
out the Arab and Islamic world. 


All my Muslim brothers, in Syria and my supporters elsewhere share this 
view and none has received any help from Gulf countries. May I remind 

you that I speak on behalf of and represent a large majority of Muslim 

Brothers in Syria and the Talaeh al-Islamiah everywhere. 


[Question] Are you in exile in Germany because you were refused asylum 

in the Arab world or because you chose not to have anything to do with 
any Arab regime? Also, do you see a comparison between yourself and 
Ayatollah Khomeyni when he was in exile in Neauphle-le-Chateau, in France? 


[Answer] I would not like to make such a comparison, and the thought 
never entered my head. 


I can tell you that I left Syria in 1964 for the Hejj (the pilgrimage to 
Mecca) and subsequently to attend one of the world Islamic meetings. 
When I tried to return to my country, I was refused entry; since then 
access to Syria has been forbidden to me. I have tried many times, but 
each time officials refused to let me in. 


I lived in Lebanon for a while, then circumstances forced the Lebanese 
authorities to push me out, in 1966. 


As for other Arab countries, I faced two choices: to agree to put a halt 
to my activities or to go into exile. I chose the latter, and at first 
I lived a wandering life. But in 1968 I was paralysed and then was 
invited to come to Aachen by Islamic students here for medical treatment 
and to run the Islamic centre, which I accepted. 


I would like to say that my experience has shown me that the West German 
regime is one which respects the human being and his freedom. 


I would also say that being in the West enables me to undertake my activ- 
ities and to accomplish my mission on an international scale, not just on 
a regional one. 


[Question] The assassination this month of the Sunni Sheikh Mohamed 
Shami in Aleppo, a close friend of Syria's President Assad, was said to 
have been carried out by the Muslim Brothers. Is this true? Is your 
policy to use violence against people close to the Syrian regime? 


[Answer] I have been in [the] hospital for the past few days and without 
news. But I can assure you that neither the Muslim Brothers nor the 
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Talaeh al-Islamiah have anytning to do with what is going on in Syria. 
The Syrian authorities and other Arab countries are not telling the truth 
when they talk about us. 


If we are talking about violence, the violent events in Syria are caused 
by the Syrian regime itself. Violence generates violence. The dictator- 
ial regime in Syria uses violence and force to put down and kill all 
resistance to ite dictatorship. It is a policy which incites the people 
to violence and their reaction cannot be attributed to one group only. 

It is certain that there are many hands, with many different aims, behind 
the violent acts in Syria. 


The Brotherhood's Demands 


As for our demands, we Muslim Brothers in Syria and the Talaeh al-Islamiah 
want the regime to stop arresting innocent people, to put an end to tor- 
ture, assassinations, phony trials and kidnapings, which are against 
Islamic principles. We want them to stop pursuing and arresting members 
of Islamic groups, to release political prisoners and to lift the state of 
emergency which has Leen in force since March 16, 1963. We want them to 
abolish extraordinary tribunals, respect human rights and freedom and to 
establish real democracy in the country. 


[Question] How are the Muslim Brothers organised in Syria and what is 
their strength? 


[Answer] I believe that we have the support of every loyal and mature mind 
who wishes the good of the country--whether Muslim or non-Muslim--both 
within the army and outside. 


[Question] Do the Muslim Brothers have access to, or do they cooperate 
with, members of the armed forces? 


[Answer] We do not believe in military coups. We believe that change 
is healthy and positive when the people are convinced and willing. There 
can be no change without the will and the struggle of the people. 


[Question] It has been said that the Muslim Brothers are cooperating 
with the Lebanese Kataeb (the Phalangist Party, headed by Pierre Gemayel) 
to fight the Syrian authorities. Is that so? 


[Answer] We have in the past had no contact with the Kataeb and have no 
contact now. We do not look at facts in the same way as they do. Theirs 
is a local or regional outlook; ours is the general internal situation in 
Syria, true, but seen in an international as well as a regional context. 


Our behaviour in Syria is dictated by the interests of the Arab nation, and 
the interests of the Arab nation cannot be reconciled with the aims of the 
Kataeb. 
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However, we are not against listening to what other people or other par- 
ties have to say and we are not againet dialogue and exchanges of views 
in general. 


[Question] What do you think about the Syrian presence in Lebanon, and 
in particular what do you think of the Syrtan government's decision to 
withdraw its troops from Beirut? 


[Anewer] I cannot answer this questior. I need more time to study the 
latest developments, since I was in [the] hospital when the announcement 
was made. 


As for what happened in Lebanon during the (1975-76) civil war, we were 
deeply moved by events, which benefited nobody, neither Muslims, nor 
Christians, nor the Palestinians. 


We support every step to restore Lebanon's national unity. As for the 
Syrian presence there, it should be judged only by Lebanon's interests. 


[Question] What is the state of your relations with Iraq? 


[Answer] As I told you at the beginning, the vast majority of the Muslim 
Brothers who support me oppose all dictatorial regimes and the Iraqi 
regime is one of them. We are as opposed to this regime as to those in 
Syria, Egypt and elsewhere. 


[Question] Are we to conclude that you regard all Arab regimes as dic- 
tatorships? 


[Answer] Irrespective of names or policies, all regimes in the area are 
dictatorships or something close to that. 
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SYRIA 


MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD ATTACKS SYRIAN REGIME 
Cairo AL=-DA'WAH in Arabic Mar 80 pp 42-43 


[Article: "Why Has Muslim Brotherhood Entered Battle to Overthrow 
Nusairi (religious sect in Syria) Regime in Syria?"] 


[Text] There is still a wall of dubious silence erected by the Arab in- 
formation media around the efforts of the Syriam Muslim people against 

the existing infidel Nusairi regime. The Arab governments still neither 
see nor hear anything of what is happening in the Syrian arena. Instead, 
the rulers of the oil states cover the expenses of the descendants of the 
Karmathians, agents of the Crusades, Zionism and communism, with the funds 
of Muslims in the name of confrontation, steadfastness and deterrent forces 
in Lebanon. 


The treacherous agent Hafiz al-Assad, who surrendered Golan to the Jews, is 
still moving from Arab capital to Arab capital, and the Arab rulers welcome 
him without diffidence or shame at a time when the whole Syrian people 
(with the Muslim Brotherhood in the forefront) are trying to overthrow 

this treacherous agent regime which is controlling the Muslim Syrian people 
by force. The question which arises here is: Why did the Brotherhood 
decide to enter the battle in Syria until the bitter end? 





The Syrian Brotherhood responds. 


The Muslim Brothers would like to say that they did not decide to join the 
battle ix Syria to the end, until it became clear to anyone with eyes to 
see that the Nusairi regime in Syria had offered proof against itself when 
it embarked on abominable godlessness which gives each Muslim the right to 
fight even his own kin, as stated in the honored Hadith. The Nusairi 
regime rejected the principle that "the state religion is Islam," and 
announced that the aim of education is to create a “lay" generation--and 
also moved along the path of coeducation on both faculty and student levels. 
The Islamic teachers were turned into employees in other departments, 
whether or not they were from the Muslim Brotherhood. Then all who called 
for complete application of Islam were arrested. In the prison camps, 
there are now various disciples of God. No Islamic front was spared from 
arrest, brutal torture and abuse. "Why should you not fight for God and 
oppressed men, women and children?" [an exhortation from the Koran]. How 
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many times have the men of authority tried to abolish the law of personal 
[liberties] and the native Sharia schools, while the Jewish schools are 
still operating within the hearing of the authorities and the law, with 
great freedom? In addition, they blemished programs of instruction, 
introduced atrocious godlessness, shamelessly attacked the religion of 
Allah, persecuted all who prayed in the army and spread abomination every- 
where. They have done all of this and more, which proves that they are 
aiming at Islam and not at the Muslim Brotherhood alone, as they claim. 


The Whole People Are Fighting! 


Nusairi Hafiz al-Assad's claim that those who are trying to overthrow his 
regime are a gang which will be exterminated is a falsehood and a lie. 
They are growing stronger and more numerous every day and are expanding 
their activities until their organization covers all of the provinces in 
Syria. The whole people support them and are arrayed with them, including 
the Christian citizens, and stand beside them as one in close ranks. 


We will not lay down our arms until this abominable, rotten regime is over- 
thrown. We will not put down our arms or silence the whizzing of bullets 
until our people are liberated to assume their proper role with suffering 
in liberating the holy places, letting their energy flow, and protecting 
their beliefs and their values. 


We must free our people from the rule of this malevolent Nusairi sect, for 
both Sunni and Shi'a experts have agreed on its unbelief and apostasy, 
and historians and scholars have recorded its faithlessness and perfidy. 


Dramatic Trials 


Al-Assad's Nusairi regime was hobbled by the painful strikes directed 
against it by the freedom fighters from morning till night, and like a 
crazed wild beast it began to kill, imprison and torture. Throughout 

its black regime it has held people without trial or investigation until 
the International Amnesty Committee indicted it for violating human 
rights. Under pressure of domestic and world public opinion, the Nusairi 
regime finally set up superficial trials of a group of freedom fighters 
and permitted a group of Damascus lawyers to attend the sessions of the 
trial. The head of the lawyers in Damascus this time was able to appoint 
nine lawyers to defend the freedom fighters. Because the country was 
thirsty for freedom throughout that black period, the sessions turned 
into an arena for an overt struggle over repressed freedoms in this 
unfortunate country. The lawyers all began their speeches for the defense 
with these words: 


"We know that the sentences may already be written and that our defense 
will not help to change the sentences, but we will speak to reveal the 
truth and to side with freedom. 
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"The crime of my client is a political crime, and thus it must be subject 
to the political situation in the country." The lawyers thus started to 
oppose the political system in Syria. 


Christian Witness! 


In his defense presentation about one of the freedom fighters, one of the 
Christian lawyers said: "My client and his colleagues are accused of 
being agents. An agent is one who cooperates with a foreign country or 

a foreign agency at the expense of the nation for the sake of his personal 
benefit. This is the depth of vileness and baseness, but my client and 
his colleagues are young. They have believed in a cause and a principle, 
and they have sacrificed their lives and their souls for the principle 
which they embraced. They are like saints." Applause filled the hall. 


Another lawyer said: "The crime attributed to my client is not a crime 
but is a result of the political and social conditions from which the 
country is suffering as a result of domination, subjugation, corruption, 
bribery, anarchy and patronage." The presiding judge cut him off, saying: 
"Where is your proof?" The lawyer immediately replied: “Look to the 
statement of the Progressive Front as proof!" The hall rang with applause. 


In his presentation, the lawyer for freedom fighter Zahir Raqlutah said: 
"My client believes in the cause which he has embraced, and he has been 
turned into an instrument and means to achieve the goals of his idea 
without being aware of it." Zahir Raqlutah replied in a voice audible 

to all: “How can you say such a thing? I am an unconscious tool? I 

know what I am doing; I oppose infidels, and I want to die as a martyr. 

If they execute me then I attain martyrdom and increase people's anger at - 
the authorities." 


Engineers Union Sides With Freedom Fighters 


The Syrian people's support for the freedom fighters did not stop at the 
lumits of secrecy. The professional unions held conferences in which they 
condemned the repressive measures which were applied by the Nusairi 
authority. In addition to the lawyers'union and the positions of the 
Syrian lawyers, the Syrian engineers held a conference in Damascus at 
which they supported the freedom fighters and demanded the release of 
those arrested. They criticized the slaughter of university education and 
called for the rule of justice, law and the higier interests of the nation. 
The resolutions of the conference stated: 


“Recently the authorities have arrested a large number of engineers from 
various branches for reasons which are unclear. They have not been turned 
over to the court, and no legal charge has been brought against them. No 
one from the union councils has been permitted to visit them. The General 
Conference of Engineers expresses its concern and its disappr: al of these 
arrests." 
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Christian Doctor Treats Freedom Fighter 


The information passed on to the Syrian people is that Dr Anton Dawlah (a 
surgeon at the University of Aleppo) was visited by a number of freedom 
fighters who asked him to help a wounded man. He asked for 1,000 Syrian 
pounds, and they agreed. When he got in the car with them they told him 
that they were freedom fighters. He was blindfolded and taken to an 
unidentified spot, where they removed the blindfold and apologized to him, 
saying: 


"We deceived you because you, a Christian, will not be accused of being 
one of the Muslir Brotherhood. The authorities previously killed the 
martyr Dr Misiafa ‘'Abud under torture because he treated one of our 
wounded!" Then the doctor performed the operation, and they paid him 

3,000 Syrian pounds and asked him to tell the authorities what happened 

to remove the responsibility from himself. The news spread in the province 
of Aleppo and met with widespread echoes of approval. 


This is a statement delive ced by a Ba'thist journalist at a meeting held 
at Damascus University. It lasted 7 hou*s and was attended by representa- 
tives of the Ba'thist, communist, socialist and Nasserite parties (the 
National Progressive Front). Journalist Mamduh ‘Adwan said: 


"The regime is remote from the people as well as the Front, and the reason 
for that is deceit. No one believes a statement about a battle with a 
number of witnesses or even believes the maximum and minimum temperatures 
in one of its weather reports. I am ashamed to say that it lies about 
everything, even concealing cholera. Why does the regime lie? Its deceit 
is attributable to its fear of others. The authority that lies is an 
authority that is afraid to have the people see its true nature." 


No one has reported on the Defense Palace, intelligence or the sectarian 
aspect of the regime. You know that people are talking about it in mutters 
and whispers. Now the sectarian dilemma has begun to be exposed; the stories 
are being told! 


The day will soon come when the agent Nusairi regime will fall, and then 
the notorious wall of silence which the Arab news media have erected 
around the efforts of the Syrian , eople, led by the Muslim Brotherhood, 
will be torn down. 


Then the journalistic images will try to outdo one another in telling tales 
of bravery and martyrdom. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


GENERALS' EUROPEAN 'VACATION' --Majox General ‘Ali al-Madani and Major 
General Naji Jamil paid a visit to London last week. One of their aides 
said that the two generals were spending a leave in Europe which could 
last 6 months at the expense of the regional command of the ruling Ba'th 
Party in Syria. The regional decree came after major General Jamil was 
relieved of his posts and ‘Ali al-Madani was sent off as ambassador to 
Japan. The fact is that Major General ‘Abd--!-Rahman al-Khulayfawi, Major 
General Mustafa Talas, Major General Naji Jamil, Major General ‘Ali 
al-Madani and Major General Hikmat al-Shihabi took part in the rectification 
movement launched by General Hafiz al-Asad in the fall of 1970 and only 
Brig Generali Talas and Brig General al-Shihabi remain as part of the regime. 
[Text] [London AL~HAWADITH in Arabic 15 Feb 80 » 12] 8389 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ABUNDANT ENERGY SUPPORTS ALUMINUM INDUSTRY 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 9 Feb 80 p 3 


(Article by Salim Ahmad Salim: "The UAE Has Become a Pioneer in Aluminum 
Industry; Construction of Largest Power Generating Station Utilizing Gas 
To Supply Furnaces with Energy; Use of Saved Heat in Operation of W-ter 
Desalinization Station with Daily Capacity of 40 Million Gallons of Jater"'] 


[Text] Three important international developments took place as the UAE 
started production of aluminum, First, leading industrialized aluminum 
producing countries such as Japan made major reductions in their production 
of this netal because of the world energy crisis and the rise in energy 
costs. Second, the price of aluminum rose in a manner unanticipated by 
international aluminum markets. Third, great demand for aluminum developed 
in international markets during the past few months. 


The occurrence of these three developments just as actual production of 
aluminum begins here, provides all the essential elements for the success 
of this important national industry, in view of the [volatility] of dominant 
international metals markets and of factors favorable to the establishment 
of an aluminum industry here. 


Therefore, when the Jebel ‘Ali aluminum plant in Dubai begins large-scale 
marketing of its product next April, it will achieve in outstanding fashion 
the economic objectives for which it was established, serving the national 
economy of the country as part of the program to diversify and strengthen 
industrial production. 


Here Is the Aluminum Plant 


The Jebel ‘Ali aluminum plant is located 30 kilometers from the center of 
the city of Dubai in an area of 108 hectares. The plant, whose buildings 
and equipment are 80 percent complete, consists of four main parts. First 
are the smelting furnaces composed of 360 burners laid out in three lines 
380 meters long in six chambers. These burners are the furnaces where the 
ore is melted, measured for purity and transmitted in long pipes for final 
moulding and cooling. 
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The second part of the plant is occupied by electric generating turbines. 
There are five turbines each producing 80 megawatts of power a day. Thus, 
there is a total daily output of 400 megawatts, most of which is used in 
the smelting and production operations. 


Mr Andrew Trombey, the assistant director of the plant, says: "Because of 
their manifold characteristics, these five turbines are considered the 
largest electric power generators in the world as of now," 


Trombey adds: "There are 10 generators of this type in the whole world. 
Five of them are at the Jebel ‘Ali aluminum plant and the other five are 
distributed among certain other countries of the world." Each reactor 
[as published] or generator cost $6 million, while the total cost of the 
plant is $1 billion, When the experts saw that these turbines consume 
20 million cubic feet of gas, they decided to save the energy produced by 
the gas in combustion compartments of the generator, and linked each gener- 
ator with the one next in line, so that the energy saved and collected from 
one turbine could be used in operating the second turbine, and so on to the 
ast turbine. It works as if you could use energy blowing out of the exhaust 
of one automobile in operating another, As to the heat energy remaining 
(after the last turbine], it is intended to use it in operating a water 
desalinization station which constitutes the third major part of the plant. 


There has been a steadily increasing need for fresh water in Dubai which is 
essentially dependent on underground water that is constantly in short supply. 
The UAE consumes 25 million gallons of water a day, andthis figure will 
increase to 40 million gallons a day this year. Therefore, it lwas decided] 
‘o use the [saved] heat energy to operate the water desalinization station 
which will produce 25 million gallons of fresh water a day. The plant will 
use part of it, and the rest will be pumped out for use in Dubai and neigh- 
boring areas. Production is expected to ultimately rise to 40 million gallons 
a day. 


Reconsideration of Agreements 


With the onset of this year, there was a sudden jump in aluminum prices in 
world markets. In European markets the price per ton reached more than 
$2,000 subject to a continuous increase because of the rise in energy costs. 
Many of the major industrial nations have reduced aluminum production, Japan 
having cut it by 25 percent. Therefore, it is contemplated to market Dubai 
aluminum through the Japanese and other international markets such as the 
London free market. It is expected that the annual production of the plant 
which will amount to 135,000 tons of high quality aluminum will be absorbed 
by the world market for this metal which has become expensive overnight. 


Mr. Trombey says: "The management has decided to review all agreements 
previously signed by the plant for selling its product. Besides the rise 
in world prices, one direct reason for this review is the high degree of 
purity of the aluminum determined in preliminary tests conducted in the 
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first part of last month, The metal achieved the highest standards of 
purity, reaching 99.9 percent compared with other international grades 
which did not exceed 99.7 percent." 


Long Term Agreements 


Since aluminum production requires continuous high levels of thermal energy, 
reaching 15,000 amperes and a temperature of 960° centigrade, it requires 
ample supply of gas at low prices. Therefore, the plant has concluded long 
term agreements with the gas pipeline company of Dubai which will begin 
tapping its wells in commercial quantities this week. Gas pipelines have 
been installed from gas fields in UAE territorial waters to the plant. The 
ample supply of gas is a prime element in the success of the aluminum 
industry in the country. 


Besides energy, aluminum requires two components. The first is bauxite or 
aluminum ore. The Jebel ‘Ali plant imports its bauxite needs from Australia. 
The second component is a bonding combustion medium, It is a carbon imported 
from America, derived from oil residues in oil refining operations. 


With regard to the possible availability of bauxite in the UAE, Mr Trombey 
says: "it may be present were we to prospect for it; however, it certainly 
is oresent in Saudi Arabia. It can be imported, because 4 tons of bauxite 
yield 1 ton of aluminum metal. Therefore, it is preferable to use imported 
bauxite [rather than prospect for it], to minimize cost." Mr Trombey goes 
on to say that there is urgent need to train some local staff to help in 
production operations, since the plant is an important national project. 


Water Desalinization 


Since it is possible to make maximum use of generated heat instead of 
wasting it into the air, energy experts at the Jebel ‘Ali aluminum plant 
have been able to harness up to 35 percent of it to operate a flash distil- 
lation water desalinization plant. 


Scientifically, this method means using pressure reduction in vaporizing 
water according to the reciprocal relationship between temperature and 
pressure, 


The station comprises 30 adjacent chambers. When seawater pumped in from 

the Gulf passes from one chamber to another, some of it is instantly converted 
to steam. This steam passes through moist filters which pick up any salty 
particles, and is then reliquified in special pipes and moved to storage 
basins. In this manner, the plant will make optimum use of energy resources. 
Mr Trombey says that the whole world will benefit from the plant's methods in 
recycling residue of energy instead of dissipating it in the air in the form 
of unused heat waves. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


MILITARY PAY INCREASES ANNOUNCED 
Abu Dhabi Al-ITTIHAD in Arabic 13 Feb 80 p 2 


(Article: "New Scale for Pay, Subsidies and Allowances for Officers, Officer 
Candidates and Men of the Armed Forces"] 


[Text] A federal decree issued yesterday by the head of state and commander 
in chief of the armed forces set the basic pay, periodic pay increases and 
permanent allowances for various ranks cf officers, officer candidates anu 
men of the armed forces as follows: 


Colonel: 10,000 dirhams (vi-e 6,500-7,500) and a periodic increase of 
200 dirhams. 


Lt Colonel: 8,000 dirhams (vice 6,000-6,500) and a periodic increase of 
200 dirhams. 


Major: 7,000 dirhams (vice 4,900-6,000) and a periodic increase of 200 
dirhams. 


Captain: 6,000 dirhams (vice 4,200-4,900) and a [periodic] increase of 
200 dirhams. 


First Lieutenant: 5,000 dirhams (vice 3,500-4,200) and a [periodic] 
increase of 100 dirhams. 


Second Lieutenant: 4,000 dirhams (vice 3,500-3,800) and a [periodic] 
increase of 100 dirhams. 


Officer Candidate: 3,000 dirhams vice 2,000 dirhams (fixed). 


First Warrant Officer: 2,700-2,950 dirhams (vice 1,800-2,000) and a 
[periodic] increase of 50 dirhams. 


Second Warrant Officer: 2,400-2,700 dirhams (vice 1,600-1,700) and a 
[periodic] increase of 40 dirhams. 








First Sergeant: 2,220-2,400 dirhams (vice 1,480-1,600) and a [periodic] 
increase of 30 dirhams. 


Sergeant; 2,100-2,220 dirhams (vice 1,400-1,480) and a [periodic] increase 
of 20 dirhams. 


Corporal; 2,040-2,100 dirhams (vice 1,360-1,400) and a [periodic] increase 
of 10 dirhams. 


Private First Class: 1,980-2,040 dirhams (vice 1,320-1,360) and a [periodic] 
increase of 10 dirhams. 


Private: 1,920-1,980 (vice 1,280-1,320) and a [periodic] increase of 10 
dirhams, 


New Recruit: 1,200 dirhams vice 950 dirhams (fixed). 


Military Student (secondary stage): 900-960 dirhams (vice 650-750) with a 
[periodic] increase of 10 dirhams. 


Military Student (preparatory stage and below): 770-900 dirhams (vice 
550-650) and a [periodic] increase of 10 dirhams. 


With regard to allowances and subsidies, the decree provided the following: 


Subsistence allowance: 700 dirhams a month for all officers and 400 dirhams 
for officer candidates and men. 


Cost of living allowance: 20 percent of base pay with a minimum of 200 and 
a maximum of 500 dirhams a month. 


Lodging allowances for citizens of the the UAE, Qatar, Oman and Bahrain and 
those on foreign contracts: 


From the rank of Lieutenant General to Colonel: 60,000 dirhams for a married 
man and 35,000 for a single man. 


From Lt Colonel to Major: 50,000 for a married man and 30,000 for a single 
man. 


For Captain and Lieutenant: 40,000 for a married man and 25,000 for a 
sirgle man. 


Social allowance: 140 dirhams for each child with no maximum limit for 
citizens (of the UAE, Qatar, Oman and Bahrain). 


Domestic (servants, cooks) allowance: for officers of all nationalities at 
a rate of 1,680 dirhams a month for Lt Colonels and above and 1,120 dirhams 
from Major to Lieutenant. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO AFGHAN REBELS~-Cash contributions and shipments of blankets, 
clothing and medicine to the Afghan fighters and refugees are underway. A 
large launch left the port of Dubai yesterday noon for Pakistan carrying 
large quantities of food and clothing, including 5,000 pullovers, 700 blankets 
and 5 tons of clothing, collected from UAE citizens as well as Afghan and 
Pakistani nationals working in the country. Earlier, 2 million dirhams had 
been delivered to the rebel movement in Afghanistan. Charities have also 
sent shipments of goods to the rebels, which had been collected in the 
northern emirates and Dubai, and which included 10,000 blankets, 1,820 boxes, 
250 bales and 27 sacks of miscellaneous clothing, in addition to 250,000 
dirhams and 500 kilograms of medicine. With the approval of the authorities, 
charities and prominent individuals in various parts of the country; °~e 
continuing to collect contributions of cash and goods for the rebels. [Text] 
[Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD AL- USBU'I in Arabic 31 Jan 80 p 1] 8389 


SERVICES SECTOR BUDGET--Appropriations in the UAE for the services sector, 
which includes transportation, communications, housing and tourism, are 
expected to reach 3,014 million dirhams in the 1980 budget compared with 
1,874 million in 1979, an increase of 61 percent. This figure represents 
40 percent of total invescments for 1980. Of the 3,014 mili‘on dirhams, 
2,062 million will be allocated to transportation and communications, 473 
million for housing and 479 for tourism. [Text] [Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD 
AL- USBU'I in Arabic 14 Feb 80 p 1] 8389 


NEW GAS WELL IN SHARJAH--It is announced officially that the first gas well 
in the territorial watexs of Sharjah Emirate has been discovered. An 
official source in the psiroleum department at government house in Sharjah 
stated that test results confirm that the initial productive capacity of 

this well is 15 million cubic feet a day. The same source emphasized that 

as soon as other explorations are completed, plants will be built to produce 
methane from discovered gas. The new gas will also be used to power electric 
my ee stations in the area. [Text] [Doha AL-'AHD in Arabic 12 Feb 80 

p 8) 8389 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


"RUDE PRAVO' INTERVIEWS POLISARIO OFFICIAL 


AU250802 [Editorial Report AU] Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech on 

18, 19, 20 and 21 March 1980 on page 6 in each instance carries a four- 
part, 6,600-word series by Stanislav Stepanek, entitled "1,000 Kilometers 
With the POLISARIO Fighters." The author «ives an account of his travels 
and interviews in the camps of the West Sahara refugees near Tinduf in 
Algeria and in the areas of West Sahara and southern Morocco controlled 
by the POLISARIO. 


Among those interviewed by Stepanek was Mihammad Lamine, premier of the 

Arab Democratic Republic of Sahara (proclaimed by the POLISARIO in 1976) 
and member of the Council of the POLISARIO's Revolutionary Command, whom 
the author met on the last day of his stay in the Sahara (place and date 
of the meeting are not specified). 


Asked why only two Arab countries, Algeria and the People's Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, have recognized the Republic of Sahara "althou 
precisely those states should have the closest relations with it,’ 
Lamine replies: 


"First of all, it must be said that most Arab regimes are reactionary. 
Many of their arguments are identical with the arguments of the United 
States. However, there are also nationalist regimes--such as those of 
Libya and Syria--with which we have good relations. We have also 
established contacts with other Arab countries. One thing seems 
strange to us. At the time we were fighting the Spanish colonizers, 
the Arab countries were telling us: Spain is our friend, that is why 
we cannot help you. But now we are fightiug against a regime that is 
an ally of Israel, al-Sadat and the United States. We cannot under- 
stand it.” 


Replying to a question about the foreign political orientation of the 
Republic of Sahara “after the actual establishment of the state," 
Lamine answers: 


"After obtaining our independence we will be, of course, a nationalist 
regime. Everything will be dictated by concrete needs." 
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In his account of the meeting with Lamine, Stepanek also discusses the 
sources of the POLISARIO's supplies. Lamine is reported to have said 
that "three-quarters of the material at the army's disposal had been 
seized from the Moroccans" while the rest comes from Algeria and "from 
all over the world." Algeria is said to be covering a "considerable 
part of the cost of living of the refugees in the camps near Tinduf." 
Stepanek also notes that "the POLISARIO has guided antitank missiles 
at its disposal" without mentioning their origin. 


Stepanek also questions Lamine about the purpose of the recent exten- 
sion of the POLISARIO's military operations against Morocco from West 
Sahara to the southern parts of Morocco. Lamine is said to have 
replied: “The United States had adopted a very dangerous decision 
(military shipments for Morocco--editor's note). In this stage we are 
fighting against the United States. To wage such a war will be, of 
course, more complicated. But we will intensify it especially on the 
territory of Morocco. It is impossible for our people to win the war 
on their own. It is necessary that the people of Morocco politically 
realize the dangerous nature of the goals, to which they are to fall 
victim. It is possible that imperialism may use our offensive on the 
enemy's territory as an argument. But why does imperialism not use 
the same argument when Morocco wages a war on our territory?" 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


SALIH RESISTS SAUDI PRESSURE, CHARTS MIDDLE COURSE 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic 18 Feb 80 pp 28-29 


lArticle: "Yemeni President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih Expels Some Saudi Agents 
from the Government") 


(Text) The capital of the Yemen Arab Republic, is the scene of persistent 
and interrelated events and struggles which make observers wary of predicting 
when this complex and intertwined situation will end. The confusion facing 
observers who try to evaluate the events that have risen to the surface and 
to relate them to the behind-the-scenes struggle for power within the govern- 
ment and the state institutions lies in the existence of two currents which 
have begun to crystallize and take a definite shape: a current which wants 
to save the country from the grip of Saudi influence and a second current 
whose champions want to keep the country under that influence and to rein- 
force the influence by throwing themselves completely in the lap of imperial- 
ist circles. 


What is significant, according to new indications, is that the National 
Democratic Front is no longer the only one that raises the slogan of getting 
rid of subservience and foreign influence and calls for democracy and a 
linkage between political independence and economic independence. Large 
masses of the people are daily rallying to the front's cause and supporting 
its positions. 


By dint of this situation, President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih has recently taken 
a number of steps. Those who are well-informed about the affairs of the 
regime in the YAR note that President Salih has opened a direct dialogue 
with the National Democratic Front, expelled several elements in the central 
body of the national security agency, such as Muhammad Khamis, Ahmad ‘Abd 
al-Rahim and al-'Utaymi, began investigating ‘Abdallah al-Asnaj's involvement 
in a financial scam in the Yemeni airlines and in scores of other crimes and 
has rejected Saudi pressures to prevent the YAR from obtaining Soviet arms. 
They interpret all those steps taken by the Yemeni president as indicative of 
his desire to rid the country gradually of Saudi influence and interference. 
The Saudi meddling has reinforced the feeling of every Yemeni citizen, 
including tribesmen living in areas bordering on Saudi Arabia, that the Saudis 
are behind Yemen's problems and are an obstacle to their happiness, stability 
and right to unify their country. 
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According to information which we have obtained, the Saudi government no 
longerexercises its influence and pressures indirectly and by proxy through 
some of ite associates in the regime, but has begun to do so openly and 
directly to an extent that has aroused the feelings of many people and 
weakened the position of those who want to see a growing and improved 
relationship between the YAR and Saudi Arabia and who, because of that, 
have been overlooking th. unfriendly behavior of some Saudi officials who 
occasionally deal with their Yemeni counterparts as if they are the real 
rulers of the YAR, taking advantage in so doing of the YAR's need for money 
and the corruption of its state machinery. 


While some elements which support the Saudis continue to sow suspicion so as 
to undermine the dialogue between President Salih and the national forces 
and continue to try drawing the Yemeni president to the side of Saudi Arabia, 
many national opponents of the Saudi influence are encouraged by President 
Salih's steps and the growing rapprochement between him and the national 
forces. They make their optimism, however, conditional upon the f:.ture 
course of the president which would determine more clearly whether he is 
serious in putting the country on the road to national liberation and in 
protecting national sovereignty and seekiug the reunification of Yemen. 

If he were to do that, President Salih would thus be choosing the side of 
the people and their good forces. Otherwise, he will have demonstrated that 
the steps he has taken thus far were designed to absorb the popular indigra- 
tion against the regime's collusion with Saudi influence and foreign inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of the Yemeni people. 





What makes many Yemeni nationals reluctant to make a final determination 
about the positions of President Salih is that the steps he has taken thus 
far cannot tell definitely which course the president has chosen to follow. 
This is especially so since everyone had expected President Salih not only 
to expel Ahmad Khamis from the national security machine while keeping him, 
however, as a minister of .we interior, but also to make him face trial for 
all the crimes he has committed. Those crimes include killing national 
elements, displacing families, terrorizing citizens, destroying houses, 
and to condone the activities of the Saudi, American, West German, British 
and Egyptian spy networks which still operate in the YAR. 


The opposition national forces here have evidence that President ‘Ali 
‘Abdallah Salih is facing pressures from Saudi Arabia. What is causing 
puzzlement and raising question marks about the positions and actions of 

the Yemeni president is that despite these pressures he still believes in 
the soundness of his method of charting a middle-of-the-road course and 
playing a balancing act among all the forces. For example, he has overlooked 
certain suspicious moves which are designed to prepare the way for an attack 
on him. Some of those moves have gone to the extent of spying on President 
Salih when ‘Abdallah al-Asnaj and Ahmad Khamis planted bugs to spy on him. 
They have also involved contacts made at home and abroad by certain political 
leadership in which pro-Saudi elements would coexist with elements connected 
with another Arab state which maintains a strong political and security rela- 
tionship with Saudi Arabia. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRONT FOUR YEARS LATER 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic 18 Feb 80 pp 28-29 


{Article: "The Fourth Anniversary of the Establishment of the National 
Democratic Front: It Took Up Arms and Debated with Presidents") 


[Text] Four years have passed since the establishment of the National 
Democratic Front in San‘a on 11 February, 1976. The front was meant to 
embrace national political parties, unionist and social organizations and 
independent national personalities in a broad-based alliance. The alliance 
would bring together all the good forces in the Yemeni Arab Republic (YAR) 
and rallying them around a minimum program that would provide a common 
denominator for all national forces in their struggle to defeat Saudi and 
imperialist influence in Yemen and establish an independent, unified and 
democratic Yemen, 


That step was not a new idea conceived on the spur of the moment. It was in 
fact the culmination of a tireless struggle mounted by various elements of 

the Yemeni national movement for the sake of unity. As a political framework 
and as a framework of struggle, the slogan of the unity of the Yemeni national 
democratic movement continued to be a pressing popular demand enjoying a mass 
appeal among all nationalists in Yemen. Several attempts have been made to 
bring this demand to fruition, prominently in the 1963 popular rally, the 
popular organization of national forces which was set up in 1965 to counter 
the Harad conference and the popular resistance mounted in the latter part 

of 1967 until August 1968. The experience of popular resistance has revealed 
the great potentialities inherent in the unity of national forces behind 
specific goals and tangible slogans which can be turned into plans of daily 
joint struggle by the various elements of the national movement. The alliance 
of the national resistance was able to stand its ground in a fierce war, 

beat the 70-day siege of San‘a which was laid by reactionary forces blatantly 
supported by Saudi reaction and American imperialism. Although the experiment 
of popular resistance was cut down by suppression, it continued to be the 
ideal coveted and recalled by Yemeni patriots in their endeavors to devise 
better ways and means of alliance among them. 








The formation of the National Democratic Front thus came to meet national 
needs dictated by the historical progress of the national democratic struggle 
in Yemen. Before the establishment of the front, Yemeni patriots were sub- 
jected to all kinds of killings, dispersement and harassment. The houses of 
many of them were destroyed ad their country fell prey to plots and plundering, 
its sovereignty violated, its national independence and pride abused, and as 
the Saudis gradually became the real rulers who appointed this or that offi- 
cial and objected to this or that presidents, premiers, ministers and senior 
officials, Yemeni patriots were suffering all that while still unable to 
face those conditions in a unified manner, whereby they would be able to 
rally the broad masses and mobilize them into a single national battle in 
defense of Yemen, its aspirations for independence, its progress and unity. 
Each politica! faction sought to express its views individually. Some 
factions yelled and screamed at the top of their voice, but each one of them 
remained a lone voice. Still others resorted to silence in a vicious battle 
of confrontation which no faction can individually meet, no matter what their 
ability and experience. The nationa] masses were about to feel frustrated 
and disappointed, for all they ever saw were disparate and disconnected 
confrontations here and there, lacking even the minimum requirement of coordi- 
nation. In some cases, the movements are »egun with and guided by the narrow 
perspective of rivalry. As a result of this fragmentation in the national 
movement, the successive regimes were able to isolate the factions of national 
movement and bludgeon them one by one. Yemen has thus seen a period of 
collective executions and barbaric acts of torturing patriots to death--a 
period which will continue to brand the history of Yemen with infamy. 


This situation could not have lasted indefinitely. It was inevitable that 
an initiative would be made to rally all patriots, unify their ranks, 
mobilize them against barbaric terrorism and provide them with an opportunity 
to express the aspirations of their people. 


The birth of the front was “=he beginning of this new confrontation. In the 
four years since the front was established, significant changes have taken 
place in the map and balance of political forces. It is certain, however, 
that the front has moved on to advance positions in terms of organization, 
struggle and mass appeal. The imbalance in the structure and institutions 
of the state has led to an enlargement of the intelligence agency led by 
Muhammad Khamis (who has since been ousted and sent to the ministry of the 
interior), to the point where it has become a state within the state, with 
direct connections with Saudi and American intelligence and where it harms 
all citizens by obstructing their normal everyday lives through using good 
conduct certificates as a means of pressure against citizens and their 
livelihood, or by threatening even the presidency of the state with the 
help of direct outside support. 


On the other hand, the potentialities of the National Democratic Front have 
grown, and so has its capacity for confrontation. Its influence among the 
masses has expanded to the point where it has developed a popular, military 
and political weight which cannot be denied or ignored even by its most 
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rancorous and rabid enemies. The experience of the front has demonstrated 
that the political forces which can give expression to popular aspirations 
cannot be dealt with through execution, prisons or crackdowns. Those methods 
can only fuel the determination of strugglers to continue their struggle by 
pursuing methods which are most apt to deter the barbaric procedures of the 
intelligence service. In a confrontation of this kind, patriots have nothing 
to lose but their homelessness, misery and fear. 


On the other hand, the front has politically matured over the past 4 years, 
as can be seen from its responsible political practices in dealing with the 
political situation in the country. It has conducted a responsible dialogue 
with the late president Ibrahim al-Hamdi and continued the dialogue with the 
regime of President Ahmad al-Ghashmi. It has since resumed the dialogue with 
President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Salih and made it clear that it has taken up arms 
not because it likes to do so but because it is forced to do so when this is 
the only way to defend itself and the regions which are subjected to military 
expeditions that destroy homes, plunder the properties of the population and 
kill old men, women and children. The front's permanent method is that of 
charting a peaceful and democratic path where all citizens, especially 
members of the front--since the front is banned from exercising its political 
rights, are able to take part in developing the country and in pushing it 
along the road of freedom, progress and unity. The homeland is not a mono- 
poly for the reactionary forces, and these forces have no right to exploit 
the country, trade in it and enrich themselves at the expense of the people 
the majority of whom are living in misery. 


Many members of the front have taken part in the struggle against the 
imamate and have participated in preparing for the revolution of September 
1962 in which they have also played a part. There is not a single member 

of the front who has not fought or participated in the struggle for consol- 
idating and cementing the revolution as well as developing its achievements. 
The sacrifices offered by the groups which constitute the front, even before 
the front's establishment, either through the national guard, the September 
Army or the popular resistance movement and so forth, demonstrate the great 
offerings and contributions made by the front for the sake of the homeland. 
This is in addition to the great sacrifices and losses suffered by the front 
and its elements in confronting terrorism and defending Yemeni territory and 
national sovereignty. 


And so, in terms of the national account, no one has any justification to 
exclude the front from the field of public political action and bar it from 
participating in the process of making a better future for a Yemen free of 
foreign influence, ignorance and backwardness--a developing and unified 
Yemen. 


It is these considerations which have made the front one of the solid and 
concrete facts in the Yemeni political life. Therefore, reactionary forces 
are employing all means to stunt the growth of the front and block its 
growing influence among the people and impact on political life. Saudi 
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Arabia's elements in San‘a have thus moved to establish the so-called Islamic 
front; Shaykh ‘Abdullah al-Ahmar has moved to hold a "conference" of some 
tribal chieftains who have connections with Saudi Arabia in the (Khummar) 
area; and Saudi Arabia has moved to pressure San'a to stop the dialogue with 
the front. In so doing, Saudi Arabia was prompted by American directives 
which were recently reported in the American press. Saudi Arabia is also 
moving to coordinate plans with other Arab states that have political connec- 
tions in San‘a, whereby those states, acting through their instruments in 
Beirut, have created a propaganda and media clamor about an imaginary and 
nonexisting organization with the name of the National Grouping. 


The front, however, is marching on, strengthening its ties to the masses, 
deepening its aliiances, opening its arms to all those who are willing to 
fight Saudi and imperialist influence and to protect national independence 
and sovereignty and secure the release of all political detainees and prison- 
ers, including those who have been secreted by the intelligence authorities, 
such as Sultan al-Qurashi and ‘Abd al-Warith ‘Abd al-Karim, It opens its 
arms to all those who are willing to work for the issuance of an amnesty and 
a general pardon of all expatriates who are wanted by the authorities, the 
abolishment of the intelligence authorites’ interference in the daily lives 
of citizens through such things as good conduct certificates, the .uarantee- 
ing of democratic freedoms, the building of an independent, produc ive 
national economy and the achievement of Yemeni unity by peaceful means. 


No two persons can disagree about those just demands which constitute a focal 
point for wide sectors of the masses in the whole of Yemen. Such a fact 
makes us certain that the front will draw the masses around it which in turn 
increases our hopes for a better future for Yemen and the Yemenis and our 
confidence that the accomplishment of a unified and democratic Yemen is near, 
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